
THE WESTERN HOME MONTHLY

iiiiaia~IaIsIIaTa1 Ihe M.Iidd<le D.Tirail anr,ÎIsahmmm.

Written for The Western Home Monthly By C. Lewis Rtutherham

imperturb.
de8erves tù

ificer who je
d a Splendid
day from a

!di the Ger.
Paaeing Over
of circling

proper cross.
6,000 feet to
straight off
ýesuit; that a
ie iras oiily
ýn he passed
19 up to the

hat worried
French and
those early
oplane they
nationality.
le to teach
the varjous
roops thesi.
1ing a Ger-
ýng it for a
as soon as
iachine, the

it, and as
he machine

At that ia.
get out Of
e and glIded
troops, and
oad. The
te make a
ian aviator,
itish officer

Brushing
e to arreet
;o the cern-
ritb, "I say,
kough," and
on the evil
>in firing at
'urther ex-
>e between
i machines.
lie French
is machine
id then set
ther on ho
,h soldiers,
:xactly the
ýreupon, he
t, the idea
ary te the
p into the

Lused con-
Force, be-

>re off the
who is an
,as told off
ose highly
know their
etion, and
s in which

e Tbey
à landing
irere ireil

sheil from
one of the
urally the
is the re-
contre) of

amount of
skilful use
'iding- the
Ir on the

b appened
ely round,
ines, and
er rudder

lie had
in,«.

ame to a
a eut and
eport he'w
entrusted

German
and had

-round in
bc court-
ardice in
*xly irben
e a little
that the
Sonly an

uanrce for
.circufli-

ta weuld
e machine
i wvith the

ail one

value in Provisions. la it te be 'wondered
at, therefore, that Jack greir up quiet
and reScrved. Rob, though the best of
friends, Lad littie te, say, sud there iras
net muoh conversimg with the feir Indians
or Lalf-breeds they met. And Nature
Lerseif, in tis vast waiderness of irood
and mater, seemed te impart ber silence
te those irbo direlt with ber. But irbat-
ever the eider may bave felt, there iras
in the beart of the yeunger man a yearning
fer the society of bis kind, sud for a more
intimate knoiedge of the world tbey Lad
left behind them. But Lis leyaity te Bob
Whbo Lad been so goed te Lina, kept hlm
froan speech on the matter. Bob J he
feit iras, iedded te the woods, and Le
could net leave hlm. But at this juncture
an unexpected tbing Lappened. The
"«boss" of the logging camp Lad, at the
time of Lis father's death 'written te the
ol el2ative of irn .âack kneir, an

unl nEngbtnd, but irhether because
the letter Lad miscarried, or the address
iras incorrect, ne ansirer Lad been re-

ceived. As time irent on Jack ceased The other letter iras one of condolence
to tbinic of the matter, but noir, to hie irritten to Jack on receipt of the noirs
surprise, there came a much redirected of his father's death and expressmng bie

letersen onfrm the Hudson's Bay uncle'e desire to assist hian. It con-
Pot, byPIthe Half-breed who brought cluded with the foilowing sentece:ther upplies. O en pndi rs "Should you becirithout funds 1I would

found to contain two missives. One, on a advise that you go to an old neighbor of
sheet witb the prmnted headmng of a firm mine, Richard Prentiss, who is faring
of, solicitors inlondon, England, ran. asoîat Barton, northwest of Edmonton, irbo,
folloirs: I arn sure wifl be pleased to sece you as ho

"Sir:-We have the honor te inform also knew your father.
you that under the provisions of the wili WLen Jack had read the letters over a
of your late Uncle, Henry F. Benson, second time he pasecd them wiithout
Esq., you are entitled to a legacy of one comment to Rob. He feit as if a door
thousand pounds. Should yeu so desire had been opened, and Le Lad but te step
ire can transmit this amount to youeut into another and larger irerld, that

thogh the London branch of the loir it irofld be necessary te return once,
CaadauBank of Commerce, and airait more. eShould Le net aise sce these
your instructions in the matter. frinsof Lis father and uncle te irboa

"We iseencoée leterfoun amng e Lad at lemet this introduction, and irbe
the pars eof your late uncle, and ad- awould douinhv broeain hm:Budressed to you. It would appear tt iapoint Bob brke an: oyurearLave been gatbered up with some docu- "Am ieey adi ud e yeu're o anghmentesud placed in the drairer irbere itmon th~ no.ou'1L rntn egnwas fund.Th dceasd genlema thte bank I ken, sud mebbe te ses theyiras doubd.Thes ude teaimprein tatfreens o' y. fayther. Weel I ha. Linits hdobe poetedte imresuo. athinkin' I maun gang b.ck semetimeit hd ben potedto yu. msO.I Lae a marrit sister i' husband

I"We are, your obedient sevants, and daughter i' Edmonton asill Le glati
"Jone & Jenkins." te sae me, I dinna doot."

EN Jack Benson iraston,ETV ars old bis father movedi
V1est. He 8i h amn

iras better that way, but thej
____truth iras hie was possesscd

witb the spirit of un et. This irasi
lag-y accounted for bthg fact that bis1

,ie Lad died six months before. ItLhadj
broken up is world, and lhe Lad net been1
able te pîcce it together again, and neyerq
wmdd, asit had been. &> Le oughti
relief in change. 11e would take up, a1
farmn in the West. Ferhape if hie iorkcdi
Lard, i*nirsurroundings le would not1
feeltjhenachesemucb.ibut in thishlei
iras mistaken. Everytbing te do with1
farmi seemed in some iray connected1
with bas loss. He Lad been in the habitc
of talking over farin matters with bis
irife, and hier keen interest im ail that
iras going on laed, more than le knew1
stimulated hlm te effort. He missed aIl
that, as irdi as ber presence in the bouse.x
He Lad everything te do for Liimecif,t
exoept such things as Jack eould' a*ist
in, and bis very food tasted différent.
So after awhileble tbrewut, the farm.
sold bis impiements and hres,an
struck eut further iret and nortb, taking
Jack with him for le iras fend of the boy.
Froan this time on le led a irandering
life. When funda irere loirlLe would
work in loggng camps, or join prospecting
parties, or hunt and tra as opportunity
occurred. Then sudde:ly the end came.
He iras werking with a Jogging crew
skidding legs eut froin the bush te the
skidway by the trail. Bis tearn, which
iras young sud noue too ireli broken,
shied at su imaginary somrething in the
undergrowth, sud mSwrved sbarply, and
the butt end ef the big log Le iras Lauling
struck one of the standinç poplars,
intersperscd with the spruoe, just above
the moots. Although appaiently seund
it iras at this point thorougbly retten,
witb the action of the thawing of suc-
cessive snoirs, sud with the force of the
impact it snapped as a man might snap
a match betireen bis fingers. It feul with
Iihtm'g rapidity, sud Benson, irbose
w loe attention iras centered -onLi
team, iras struck te the ground. Thec
crash attracted the notice of a tcamster
at the skidwayh irbon te bis assistance,
but irhen he Ld prized up the fallen tree
and extricated the unfortunate, man le
found hlm unconscieus, witb a terrible
wound on bis head. Hastily hie brought
bis sleigb as near as possible, laid seme
poles across the bunks and seme spruoe
branches and Lis coat upon it, and haif
draggng, half carrying the heipless man
life him on te this reugh stretcher.
Then fie struck eut for the camptire
miles distant, but barely Lad 'willing Lande «
laid their burden on the blankets in the
biank bouse than the life se sorely troubled
had ebbed away.

Se, at fourteen, Jack iras left su orpban,
but in this calamnity Le feund an un-
leXPected friend. This iras Bob Mac-
Donald, the man irbo Lad brought Lis
father into camp. Rob iras a Scotchman,
and an inveterate smoker. Seldom iras
he seen wtbout Las eld black pipe in the
corner of bis mnouth, oftený upside demn.
Wben twitted on one occasion on its being
destitute of tobacco Lee lied nav1~
"Eh! mon, it bac stifl theretpsavor "' wbvhicy
judging by its celer, tvas ne doubt truc.
He iras for the most part reserved sud
tacturn, but under a rugged exterior
iras bidden a Leart of gold. Frem the
fir8t Le assumed the guardiansbip of
Jack as a mnatter of course, and the boy
iras onlY tee ready .to look te hian for
assastanoe. Se time irent on. The lQgg-
ang Camps broke up before the thair,
and Rob whe had beard of a good trapping
ground furtber north suggested that tbcy
try their luck with the traps. Jack iras
IiOtbing loth, and together they ourneyed
by ferest trails and across bread lakes in
Search of game, pusbing alivays further
and further away from civilization, for
the further 'tbey went the better the
trýaPPing became. At last tbey found
themselesan a cointrv inhabited solely
by Indians and a few Laîf-breeds, but
abnng ano game. And Lere coin-

rneceJ lng sojeurn, extending te
rnontbs anad years, tili Jack iras turned
twenIty'. During this latter time le had
hardly Seen a whbite man. OCcainly
indeed. they bad gene back to thienHud-
Îsen'8 Bay Post te jlaspos of their furs,

but oreoltn tev ad dispatched tbem
bY a haf- edwo rugtback their
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