IN ROVA SCOTIA AND TI

God is “ the God of peace !’  Why, we might
have been charged to tell you that Go is “a
man of war.”—But no; we have to praclaim
him to you as ‘“the God of peace.” He has
a peaceful disposition towards you; and he
has proved this by raising up Jesus Christ
from the dead. -

Itis possible that we may have erred in
telling you that this is your privilege, and
not dwelling sufficiently upon it as your dwty.
It is your duty to helieve; it is a great ¢rime
you ave guilty of in not coming to God for
the pardon of your sing, when ke has told you
s0 plainly and’so repeatedly that he waits to
bestow tnat pardon, Yon believe the word
of vaur fellow-men: to-torrow you will take
their word, perhaps, twenty times ia the day,
in the course of your business; but you will
ot take the wond of Gods you must behold
something extraordinary, you must have some
miracte performed, before you believe God!
And is it not marvellous, most unreasonable ?
Will it not be infinitely better to take him at
his word, and reccive the hlessing?  Why,
part of his word you do helieve z—you do be-
lieve his threatenings ¢ when he says that  the
wicked man shall surely die,” this you fivly
believe. But another part of &is word,—that
very part which is most suited to your case,
—you put away from gou! Tou say thut you
are not ready yet; that you are not worthy

cet! € the marvellous absurdity of this un-
Delief! Men under the nfleence of this vile
principle will absolutely believe all but that
which they are required to believe,—that
which most of all cancerus them to believe,
—that “ THIS IS A ¥FAITHEUL BAYING,
LND WORTHY OF ALL ACCEPTATION., THAT
Jesus CHRIST CAME INTO THE WORLD 10
£ave SINNERS.” 1 now praclaim it w you:
—itake it home o yourselves :—say,
4 Wha did for every sinner die,
Hath surely died for me.””
For me he hath obtained that redemption
which is of so much value; thst, without
which 1 must for ever have perished ! * Say-
est thou this P—Thex thor art the very wan
for my Savier! Z%ow art the very rian on
whom he now {ooks down, on wiom he now
waits to be gracious !

1 have already trespassed so unwarrantably
apon your lime, that I must leave you to ap-
ply this train of thought to other eases of un-
Lelief which will present themselves readily
20 your mind. We may learn from this sub-

£, ADSOINING PROVINCES. 1%d
faith alone can bring us back to God, and
prepare us for an ultimate admission into
heaven. See nlso, H

2. 1he necessity of the agency of the Iy,
Spirit.  'This is necessary, that faith muay be
inspired, and kept in exercise, and brought
to matutity, I unbelief e in the hear: by
nature, it 1s rot the nicest train of reasoning,
it is not all the power of maral suasion, that
can produce fuith. T'rue faith is supcnetu-
rat; the apostle tells the Philippians wat it
had been * given them to believe in his
name.” You must believe: believing i> vour
aet; but it is an actof a heart renewed Ly the
grace of the Ioly Spiit; by the same al-
mighty and eflicacious power by which Christ
was raised from the dead. Look at the cage
of infidels; other means are employed in
abundance, but they remain infidels atill;
while others have been converted from ing-
delity in the absence of all human means.
Look at the case of Saul of Tarsus; he was
a most bigoted Pharisee, and a furious and
determinted persecutor; and he was not made
into 2 sincere and humble Chyistian, and a
zealous and successful preacher, by books, or
by human avgumentation. The miraculons
light, and the voice from heaven, might arouse
his attention, but it was by an immediate and
divect interfurence of the Holy Spirit that the
change was effected, and true faith was in-
spired. ‘Fhe conversion of Vanderkemp, also,
is a case fully in point; a conversion scaycy-
ly less remarkable than that of the apostle
Paul. From a German infidel, infidelity,

serhaps, of the most specious and dangerous

ind, Vanderkenap, without human interfor.
ence, became 2 zenlous Christian. I do not
mean to say that good books, that wise and
pious information, are to he despised; but 1
do wean to gay, that the great fault:isin
men’s kewts ; and that it is uecessary that
the heart should be prepared by the operation
of the Spirit, to receive the truth in the love
of it. And that, though the mind may be
prepaieit in some measure by knowledge, vet
that true faith is the immediate effect of a di-
rect influence of the Ioly Spirit.

As to all the instances of unbelief we have
specified, and as 10 all ochers which may oc-
cur, go direct to God ; pray against your un-
belief ; beseech him to cure you of thisdread-
ful infatuation.

And let the disciples—let those who are sey
to guide souls to Christ, let all the church
say, * LORD, INCREASE OUR FArrm!”

Ject, ;
1. The marsellous corruption of human na- .
dure, from whence all this unbelief originales. |
If man was as he came out of the hands of his
Maker, he would receive with simple, confid-
ing love, all that he has said, and listen im-
plicitly to all his assurances. Xaith has its
seat in the lteart; and so has unbelief; hence
we read of ¢ an evil Zeart of unbelief.” Man
is very far gone from original vighteousness.
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St. ANDREW’S CHURCH,
New Glasgow, June 28, 1862,
The Synod met after devotional exercizes
conducted by Mr. McKay, and was constitu-

Xow, as unbelief took us away from Gad, so

ted. Rev. Simon McGregor, Moderator,



