
N NOVA SCOTIA AND TIHE ADJOINING PROVINCE3.

God is " the Gcd ofpeace !" Why, we miglit
have been charged ta tell you that God is " a
mai of war."-But no; wîe have ta proclaim
hlim to you as "the God of pîeace." le lias
a peaceful disposition towards you; and lie
has proved this by raising up lesus Christ
from the dead.

It is possible that Ve may have erred in
telling you that this is your prioileye, and
not dwelling suffliciently upon it as your duvty.
It is your duty to believe ; it is a great crime
you are guilty of in not coming tu, God for
the pardon of your sins, when he has told you
so plainiv and se repeatelly that lie waits to
bestowr that pardon. You believe the word
of vaurfellow.men: toa-orrow voi will take
tiheir word, perhaps, twenty times li the day,
in the course of vour business; but vo will
not ike the todaî of God; you must behold

snmethinîg extraordiiary, vou must have sanie
miracle performed, before you believe God!
And is it not marvellous, most unreasonabie ?
Will it not bu infinitely better ta take hii at
his word, and receive the blessiiig? Why,
,part of his word you do beim:-you do be-
Jieve his threaltenings i when he wsays that " the
wicked man shall surey <lie," tiis vou firnlv
believe. But another part of bis word,-tihat
very part which is most suited ta your case,
-you put away front you! You say thit you
are not ready yet; that you are not worthy
yet! O the marvellous absurdity of this un-
helief! Men under the inflsence of this vile
principle will absolutely, believe ait but that
which they are required te believe,-that
wvhieh most df all concertns titemi ta believe,
-that " TItIS IS A VAITUSUL BAYING,
AND WOILTIY OF AiT, ACCEPTATION. THAT
JESUS COitsT CAME INTO TUE wORLL) 10

AvE siiNNLs." i now proclaim it to vou:
-take it home te yourselves:-îsay,

"Who did for emy sianer die,
Hath surely died for me,"

For me lie hath obtained that redemptian
which is of so much value; thsa, without
rhich 1 must for ever have perished! " Say-

est thou this ?-Thea tIiote art the very man
for ny Savior! Tho1: art the very tuait on
'whon he now looks down, on whon he now
%vaits te be gracions !

I have already trespassed se unwarrantably
uipon your ine, that I must leave you to ap-
ply this train of thought te other cases of un-
iief which will present themselves readily
ta your mind. We may learn froin tids sub-

faith alone can bring us back to God, ar.d
prepare us for an uhliniate admission into
heaven. See also,

2.' lhe nlecessity of tIe agency o' the I.
SpiriI. This is neeessary, that ath may be
inspired, and kept in exercise, and irought
to nmaturity. If unbelief be in the iean by
nature, it îç not the nicest train <>f relsnLing,
it is iot ail the power of moral suoisiont, that
cati produce faith. True faith is supentu-
rae; the apostle tells the Plihlippiais tuat it
had been " given thenm to, elieve in his
name." Fo, nust believe: heieving s Vour
net; but it is ait net of a heart reniewud al the
grace of the Holy Spirit ; by the FMlie al-
mnighty and eficacious power by which Christ

.was raised from the dead. Look at the enre
of infidels; otier ineais are employed in
abundance, but they remain infidels still;
while others have been converted from in£-
delitv in the absence of aIl iuman means.
Looki at the case of Saul of Tarsu.s; lie was
a nost bigoted Plarisee, and a furious and
deteraiined persecutor; and lie vas not math
into a sincere and liumhle Christian, and a
zealous anid successful preacher, by books, or
by human argumentation. Tha miractilons
light, and the voice from heaven, mnightarouse
his attention, but it was by an immediateand
direct initerferenice of the l{oly Spirit that the
change was effected, and true faith was in-
spired. The conversion of Vanderkemp, alsoi,
Is a case fully in point; a conversion scarce-
lv less remarkable that that of the apostle

aul. From a German infidel, infidelity.
perhapîs of the monst specious and dangerous

ind, Vanderkemup, without human interfer.
ence, became a zealous Christian. I do not
neani to say thatgood books, that wise and
pious information, are to he despised; but I
do nean tany, that the great fault, is in
men's harie-; and that it is necessary tht
the heart should be prepared by the operation
of the Spirit, to receive the truth in the love
of it. And that, though the ind nay be
prepaxed iii some mneasure by knowledge,' yet
that true faith is the imnediate effect of a di-
rect influence of the loly Spirit.

As to all the instances of unbelief we have
specifled, and as to all otiers which may oc-
cur, go di:cl .o God; pray against your un.
belief; beseech him to cure you ofthisdread-
ful infatuation.

And let the disciples-let those who are set
ta guide souls ta Christ, let all the ciurck
say, "LORD, INCREASE OUiR FAITH !"

ject, o
i. TIhe .marvellous corruptiona ofhuîmans na-

ture,fr whence all this unbelief originales. Meetiig of Synod.
If man was as lie came out of the hands of his
Maler, he would receive with simple, confid-
ing love, all that he las said. and listen im- FOURTII SEDERUNT.
plicitly te alil bis assurances. Faitl lias its ST. ANDRNS CaUncu,
seat in the heart; and so has unbelief; hence New Glasgow, Juie 28, 1882.
we read of " an evil heart of unbelief." Man Tie Synod met affer devotional exercises
is very far gone from original vighteousness. conducted by Mr. McKay, and was constitu.
New, as Un'Ielief teck us away frein God, se ted. flev. Simn ilcGrlgor, uoderator. .


