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sidered “‘‘discretion the Lietter part of valor.” and
retired in disgust.

ILeét us examine a few facts in conncction with
this woollen industry. If we take the volume cof
woollen goods imported into Canada for home
consumpiion for tne fiscal yvear ending March 31st,
1908, we find there was an average duty of 29}
per cent. collected thereon. This répresents the
margin which the consumers of woollen goods in
Carada pay for the protection and encouragement
of the woollen industry From the Statistics
Bulletin II. of the Manufactures of Canada, pub-
lished in 1907, we find the output of the Canadian
wooilen ndustry in 1905 was $5,871,735, and
ther¢ was emploved therein 4,274 workmen, re-
ceiving in wages $1,196 375. From this output,
and the above rate of duty, 106 woollen manu-
facturers are given, as a margin against foreign
competition, the sum of $1,717,000 per annum,
or over $16,000 each With such a degree of
protection, if the woollen industry of Canada can-
not stand. it is the plainest possible proof that
it is simply a burden upon the Canadian people,
and should be tolerated no longer. Of .course,
at such an argument the manufacturers will at
once set u;. the hue and cry that the industry
must be protected. in order to secure the em-
ployment which will furnish an additional home
market to the farmers’ products. This is one f‘f
the most fallacious contentions ever presented in
favor of the continuance of any industry If the
people of Canada would take this $1.717,000 per
annum, and with it pension the 4,000-0dd em
ployecs to th: extent of the wages they _receive,
they could do so, and still have half a million to
the good. These 4,000 men could then be re
turned to labor on the soil, where their exertions
would go towards incr ing the output of the
means of iivelihood, m?iﬁus ameliorate the con-
dition of the whole body~ of our people, as the
question of the cost offH-ing is still the vital
question with the large percentage of the people
of Canada

Mir. Biggar, in his argument, calls for a duty
on wool, ip order to build up the sheep industry
vet those farmners who are foremost in the sheen
breeding industry are ready and willing to spand
up, as they now do at our fat-stock gatherings
and Institute meetings, and declare and demon-
strate that the business of sheep-keeping 18 the
most vrofitable branch of the live-stock industry
of Canada to-day

In the face of this fact. I am indeed surprised
that any of these farmers will condescend to ap-
peal for a duty uvon wool, when they hknow. or
ought to know, that the protection system. as a
whole, is the greatest burden which at present
rests upon the pursuit of Canadian z\‘:rirulturo:
the burden which, along with other conditions, 1s
largely responsible for the constant movement  of
our people away from the soil

The argument which I have applied to the
woolien industry can be applied with equal force
to other hnes of industrial life, which are basking
in the sunshine of our Canadian protective systam,
forming their gigantic combinations, and revelling
in the wealth which that system enables them to
reap, at the expense of the consuming population
of Cuanada

Take, for instance, the prices which have fol
lowed the recent merger in the cement business
A twelvemonth ago we could buy all the cement
we wanted for $1.20 per barrel, but to-day, after
a combination has been effected, which was 1o
cheanen production and reduce prices, we are pay
ing irom $1.90 to $2.00 per barrel 'l'rlnf, an
investigation might be instituted under Mr. King's
“ Combines Investigation Bill.”" but who, in this
case 1s going to institute prm'nwhnu\ and even
venture the uncertain attack
right 1n the midst of its

Lo do o weuld be to
upon a powerful encmy.
own entrenchments ? Surcly the cement industery
1s now suthciently well prounded that 1t can stand
upor. 1ls own bottom If the duty of 121 cent
ner cwt . or ) cents per barrel, and 20 per cent
t.un the cotton bhaes, does not enable cement manu

tacturcys (o enhance prices, then cut at ont fon
the patiry sum recerved an duty s of no particu
lar moment If the duty does enable them to en

hance (he price, then it as the best reason why
cuch o necessary article of eeneral use should be
civen to the peneral public at o very reasonable

price
Tt us return, however, to the con tderation ol
the real aaterests of  agreultun No one now
disputes that this is the great anduste ol owm
peopl Not only o, but at constant (|\l\lh[l\"f
forms the very basis of the healthy pulse-heat ol
the Canadian peobnle Never was any fact hrongeht
hona with greater cmphas to any people than
whes in 1907 the wheels of Canadian aa cultur
shi o Con vl ald Mother Farth ceased  tor a
time to cisto :w s Ihe ellect
upon the coanti \ it Ty husiess#ife ~tag
rored 'y it bevan 1o stand at then
*“l;u'\ doo oo longing eve the trade of the
count arly SRO_ 000 00 in the yveat
s e wet nt had to draw an its sails o ban!
1Ny ntnit.ons had to apoly the bralles, an:
every one craved for a return of the increns s
ceipts from  agriculture, and the consequent T
turn of the country’'s progress In view ol th

striking inct. is it not the supreme dutyof th
Government to make the conditions surroundin:

THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

the pursait
sible

In so far as its eflorts have been directed to-
warGs the improvements in the means of com-
munication, by which our products are transported
to the marnets of the world in the finest con-
dition, 1t has certainly done yeoman service: but
when we realize that, broadly speaking, there is
no sucn thing as protection to the products of the
Canadian farmer, the prices of which have, in the
past. been very largely regulated by the prices
prevailing in the open markets ol the world, have
we not a right to ask, in return, that farmers.
in the purcnase of the articles, commodities and
machinery  they require. be allowed to consult
without restriction, and profit by the prices of
those goods prevailing in the open markets of
the world Would not that be simply making
the request that agriculture, the very mother of
the industrial life of Canada. be given the privi
lege of huyimg its raw material at the lowest pos-

of agriculture as fa.orable as  pos-

sible cost ? What are the facts
Agricultural implements and machinery are sub
iect to a duty of from 153 to 25 per cent.; car-

riages and wagons, 25 to 35 per cent harness
and saddlery, 30 per cent leather—tanned, cur-
ried, and finished, 15 to 25 per cent pumps and
windmills, 20 per cent.; wash machines and wring-
ers, 20 to 35 per cent axes and tools, 22§ per
cent. hoilers and engines, 20 per cent.; foundry
and machine-shop products, 25 to 35 per cent
iron and stcel products. 20 to 30 per cent.. metal-
lic roofing, 20 to 30 per cent cottons, 25 to 30
per cent.; woollens, 30 per cent : hats, caps and
furs, 20 to 30 per cent.. furniture and upholstered
coods, 30 per cent.. boots and shoes, 30 per cent
men's and women’'s custom and factory clothing,
15 to 30 per cent.: bread. biscaits and confec-
tiopery, 20 to 35 per cent.: canned meats and
goods, 173 to 30 per cent

These, and a hundred other articles. which con
stitute the raw matenial of the Canadian farmer
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he relers Nevertheless, the situation is before
us, and it is greatly deepen.d through the c¢op-
ditions of which I speak.

Mi. Biggar, in his article, seeks to cure the
disease by as\ing the wool-growing farmer to co-
operaie witn manufacturers in aggravating the
cause, not that, by this increase in duty, foreign-
ers wouid be forced to pay an additional ll'lhiitg
to the treasury of Canada, but simply to enable
ihe wool-growers to increase the price of wool to
our own manufacturers ; and these, in turn, be
cinpowered to charge the general public that much
more for their woollens Such is the unvaryving
tendency ol all protective  duties. They  teach
the beneractors to loo< to further public favors,
rather than to ask an open. fair fiela, in which
thev would be compelled to work out their own
caivation bLiv relving on the ingenuity of their own
resource.

(me of the great characteristics of the present
age, and more particularly upon the American
continent, is the thirst after gregt wealth, and the
successiul schemins of the few to concentrate in
their hands the wealth that should belong to the
man Across the torder, to the south of us,
these conditions obtain to such a degree that it is
now said that nine-tenths of the wealth of the
coantry s in the hands of one-tenth of the people
\s a iinai result, we are now witnessing an al-
most hie-and-death struggle for mastery bhetween
the American CGovernment and the huge combina-
tions of capital which have been built up under
its influence. Indeed. the signs are not wanting
that the Zreat bodv of American people have bhe-
come so entirely disgusted with their high-pro-
tection system that, at the earliest opportunitv,
thev may wive it an overwhelming defeat

In the (ace of a knowledge of these conditions,
and in view of the friendlv renresentations recent-
Iv made at Washington, would it not be mani-

festine a4 broad, a national spirrt. that oar sneen-
men farmers  and

should endeavor to
strenethen the hands
ol the Govermment, if

others

the time he oppor-
tun:, not to be a
party towards further
lurdening themselves,
but to obtain access
to the market which
in many reshects, is
the verv hest in the
world. and lving right
at ou very  doors
But no some of our
manutacturers (I am
elad to sav not all)
would have them
shrink from the very
thought

Why should these
manufacturers not 1m-
bibe the noble atti-
tude of Llbert Hub-
bard, who. in wniting
tor the Oliver ( hilled
Plow Co., says “‘lhe
Canadian manufactur-
¢r 1s very much better
S tuated t han the
\merican manufactur-

er, for two reasons
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<show how e 1s being alded by the beneticent cus
toms tariil of this country Oon the other hand,
I we scan the tarint schedules, we tind that  at
every  conveniont turn our manutacturers are al
ioned to ootain their raw material at the lowest
minlmuln «ost Yot some ol these same manu

facturcrs are standing around the public crib, and

with o storpion eyve  stll demanding trom the
crceat consuming pubhic an additional  pound  of
thesh

\s the result of these conditions. which ha.e
had the enect of stimulating so many  lines  of

manulecturing ndustry, these manulgcturers have

heconie wealthy, have joined their forces in el
fective combimmation. and are now such trong
competitors in the labor market that it he e
come wellnigh impossible to secure the necessary
help on the tarm To such a degree is this  the

ase that the greatest problem which presents at
el to the Canadian people to-day is the problem
Woretaining oar people on the soil

\ the result of this scarcity of labor, tocethe:
witi: ihe great rush for the cheap lands of the
West o the acriculture of Ontario (upon wiich the
country s lavgely dependent for o many of o

o [N tock products) 15 so paralvzed that

roedaced production in these lines of goods  is
Beme acutely felt in the greatlv-inereased cost o
living

lhere s no douabt  that My Flavelle, in his
il ant! able ooens letter, s right in saving
hat the Large hod of Oatario farmers  do  not
Siteiently erasn the possibihities of their yavor
thie citaation It <evmis almost impossihle  to
Arous many rom therr present lethargie ticld  of
Ve I h in their attitede, are almost a dead
Iv handicap  to the notable exceptions to which

tarifl has so  barred

the products of the world in  many n
stancts, and the countries that we bar l[; turn,
lvar us. ' )
Intlucuces at work 1in Canada show that c¢or
porat interests, organized capitalists, and  pro
moters of various sorts, are constantlhy on the
alere to o secure favors 1on

from a s=ilent public

Chereselves by which they may gather wealth  at

tie pubhie expense, and the customs tarift of this

country enables them to do so \s a result
combinaticns are evervwhere heing  effected. We
also hind the increase i the cost of goods goiag

on snnuitaneoasly with the orcanization 1@ capi
tal on a large scale, and the tormation of trusts
mergers and combinations of one kind and @on

Ot hier It has bheen ass rted by the Monetary
Fimes that the Tormation of mercers  and com
binations v 1900 constituted an outstanding fea
ure an the andustiial and  financial situation of
Canada during  the year Sinee the commence

ment ol the  present  vear carcely a dayv huas

passed that mention has not heen made in the

pablic press of <ome new comhbination or another

No obection can he 1aken to the formation of
these larcge agerecations of capital as such. There
s no o doui that these large concerns  should he
abde to cut down expenses  and produce more cheap
I\ than  smaller plants competing  agadnst each
other But the whole outcome is that the goods
vhich these turn out are  continually becoming

dearer showing conclusivel

that. whatever clse 18 happening, the oreat bhody

rather than cheaper

of consumers who make un socictyv are not got
tine the benefit they <hoald receive through th
consequent reduction in the cost af the production
ol voods And 1t s the duty of the Government
beine the custodian of the cencral interests, to see
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