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X1138 THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE. FOL’N'DKII H|i6

f I

Nv\ ert hvless, t ho situation is hefore
ton-

lie refers
and it is greatly deepen d through the

sidered “ discretion the l etter part of valor." and 
retired in disgust.

I.et us examine a few facts in connection with

the pursuit of agriculture as fa. orable as pos­
sible. ns,

dit ions of which I speah.
Mi. Itiggar, in his article, seeks to cure the 

disease by asking the wool-growing farmer to 
operate with manufacturers in aggravating the 
cause, not that. by this increase in duty, foreign­
ers would be forced to pay an additional tribute 
to the treason, of Canada, but simply to enable 
the wool-growers to increase the price of wool to 
our own manufacturers : and these, in turn, be 
empowered to charge the general public that much 
more for their woollens, 
tendency of all protective duties, 
the benefactors to look to further public fa\ ors, 
rather than to ask an opx-n. fair field, in which 
they would be compelled to work out their own 
salvation to relying on the ingenuity of their own

In so far as its efforts have been dnected to­
wards the improvements in the means of com­
munication, by which our products aix? transported 
to the marnels of the world in the finest con 
dition, it iias certainly done yeoman ser\ ice: but 
when we nali/e that, broadly speaking, there is 
no such tiling as protection to the products of the 
Canadian farmer, the prices of which have, in the 
past, bt'en very largely regulated by the prices 
prevailing in the open markets of the world, have 
we not a right to ask, in return, that farmers, 
in the purrna.se of the articles, commodities and 
machinery they require, be allowed to consult, 
without restriction, and profit by the prices of 
those goods prevailing in the open markets of 
the world
i he request that agriculture, the very mother of 
the industrial life of Canada, be given the prix t 
lege of bluing its raw material at the lowest pos­
sible cost ?

Agricultural implements and machinery are sub­
ject to a duty of from 15J to 25 per cent ; car 
liages and wagons, 25 to 35 per cent harness 
and saddlery. 30 per cent : leather—tanned,, 
tied, and finished, 15 to 25 per cent pumps and 
windmills, 20 per cent. ; wash machines and wring­
ers, 20 to 35 per cent : axes and tools, 22Jj |x*r 
cent. boilers and engines. 20 |>er cent ; foundry 
and machine-shop products, 25 to 35 per cent 
iron and st<«l products. 20 to 30 per rent, metal­
lic roofing. 20 to 30 per cent.: cottons, 25 to 30 
per cent : woollens, 30 per cent ; hats, caps and 
furs. 20 to 30 per cent. furniture and upholstered 
goods. 30 per cent boots and shoes, 30 per rent : 
men s and women's custom and factory cloth'ng. 
15 to 30 per cent ; bread, biscuits and contre 
tionery, 20 to 35 pier rent ; canned meats anil 
goods, 17§ to 30 per rent

These, and a hundred other articles, which con­
stitute th- raw matenial of the Canadian farmer

this woollen industry. If we take the volume of 
woollen goods imported into Canada for home 
consumption for tne fiscal year ending March 31st, 
11)08, we find there was an average duty of 29f 
per rent, collected thereon, 
margin which the consumers of woollen goods in 
Canada pay for the protection and encouragement 
of the woollen industry 
Bulletin II. of the Manufactures of Canada, pub­
lished in 1907, we find the output of the Canadian 

wOoilen industry 
there was employed therein 4,274 workmen, re­
ceiving in wages $1,190.375. 
and the above rate of duty, 106 woollen manu­
facturers ore given, as a margin against foreign 
competition, the sum of $1,717,000 pier annum.

With such a degree of

co-

This represents the

From the Statistics

Such is the unvan ing 
They teachin 1905 was $5,871 ,735, and&

From this output.

Would not that be simply making
i esoiirce.

(■ne of the great characteristirs of the present 
age, and more particularly upon the American 
continent, is the thirst after greqt wealth, and the 
suectssful scheming of the few to concentrate in 
tin it- hands the wealth that should belong to the 

Across the border, to the south of as.

or over $16,000 each 
protection, if the woollen industry of < anuda can­
not stand, it is the plainest piossible proof that 
it is simply a burden upon the Canadian people,

Of course.

What are the facts n

aatd should be tolofated no longer, 
at such an argument the manufacturers will at 

the hue and cry that the industry
the ean-

these conditions obtain to such a degree that it is 
now said that nine tenths of the wealth of the 
( (vint r; is in th ■ hands of one-tenth of the pieople. 
As a final result. we are now w itnessing an al­
most !iie-.tnd death struggle for mastery bet Ween 
the American Government and the huge comhina-

v i itonce set iq
must he pirotected. in order to secure 
pdovmenl which will furnish an additional home 
market to the farmers' products. This as one of 

fallacious contentions ever presented in
If the■:xfi

the most
favor of the continuance of any industry, 
pteopde of Canada would take this $1, i 1 < .000 P< ’

, and with it ptension the 4,000-odd 
plovecs to th- extent of the wages they receive, 
they could do so, amt still have half a million to 
the good. These 4,000 men could then be re­
turned to labor on the soil, where their exertions 
would go towards incrççsing the output of the 
means of livelihood, anti thus. ameliorate the con 
dation of the whole body-of our people, ns the 
question of the cost of*li ing is still the vital 
question with the large percentage of the |>eo|ile 

of Canada
Mr Itiggar, in his argument. culls for a dut \ 

on wool, ip order to build up the sheep mdustrx 
yet those farmers who are foremost in (he sheep 
breeding industry are ready anil willing to stand 
upt as thev now do at our fat-stock gatherings 
and Institute meetings, and declare and demon 

that the business of sheepi-keepiing is the 
most nrofitable branch of the live-stock industry

i ions of capital which have been built up under 
its influence. Indeed, the signs are not wanting 
that th" great hodv of American pieopde have tie- 
come so entirely disgusted with their high-pro­
tection «> stem that, at the earliest opportunity, 
thex may give it an overwhelming defeat

In the Va ce of a knowledge of these conditions, 
and in view of the friendly renresen t at ions recent - 
lx made at Washington, would it not lie mani­
fest ing ,i broad, a national spiint. that oar sneeo- 
men farmers and others should endeavor to

s' rr-ngthen the hands
____________________________________ of the Government, if

the time be oppor­
tun . not to tie a 
party towards further 
1 tirdening themselves, 
but to obtain access 
to the market which 
in many resiects, is 
the very best in the 
world, and lx ing right 
at our very doors, 
llut no ' some of our 
manui'acUm-rs (I am 
glad to say 
would h a v e 
shrink from the very 
1 bought

omannum

le :

Iff

BE* ,k
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strate

of Canada to-day.
In the face of this fact. I am indeed surprised 

of these farmers will condescend to ap

ft;

that am
peal for a dirty uoun wool, when they know, or 
ought to know, that the protection system, afi a 
whole, is the greatest burden which at present 
rests upon the piunsuit of Canadian agriculture, 
tlie burden which, along xvith other conditions, is 
largely responsible for the constant movement of 
our people away from the soil 

The argument which I 
woollen industry can be applied xvith equal force 
to other lines of industrial life, which are basking 
in the sunshine of our Canadian protective system, 
forming their gigantic combinations, and revelling 
in the wealth which that system enables them to 

ul I he expie-nse of the consuming piopulat ion

not all ) 
t hem-■ - -• £1

Why should these 
manufacturers not im­
bibe t he noble atti­
tude of l-.lbert Hub- 
hard, who. in writing 
for tlie Ulixer t hilled 
l’loxv to, sax s '' 1 he 
i nnadian manufactur­
er is very much better 
s touted than the 
American manufactur­

er. for two reasons 
First, the 1 nited 
States liaxe no mer­
chant marine and. 
second, the American 
tariff has so barred

Ü thehave applied to
'#

IS
;

ivap, 
of (anuda

lake, for instance, the prices which have fol- 
in the cement business

...
•

E-

E x :
r ■■

lowed the recent merger 
A twelvemonth ago we could buy all the cement 
we wanted for $1.20 per barrel. t*it to-day, after

which was to
Duke of Kingston 2nd.

First - prize junior two-year-old Shorthorn, and male champion. Royal Show,
Sire King Christian of Denmark

a combination has been effected, 
cheapen production and reduce prices, we are pax

barrel True, anI Liverpool, IV10mg from $1T>0 to $2.00 |>er 
inv'est igat ion might he instituted under Mi King s 
" Combines Investigation Hill.’ but who. in this 

is going to institute proctsdings. and 
vo do so would be to \ ont ure the uncertain attack 

powerful enemy, right in the midst of its 
Surely the cement industry 

suilicient lx xvell grounded that it can stand 
own bottom If the duty of 12 ‘ cents 

TO cents |H*r barrel, and 20 per

show bow he is being aided bx the beneficent eus 
toms turiiï of this country.
if we scan the tariff schedules, xxe find that

coiixeni nt turn our manufacturers are al 
not a in their raw material at the lowest 

Yet some of these same manu

the products of the world in 
stand s, and the countries that xxe bar, in turn, 
bar us."

Influences at xvork in t'anada show that cor

in-many
On the other hand,case.

at
ex erx 
lowul t «

upon a 
own enl rent hinents ?■JBrnmm

m , :

S' "A.""' '■

porate interests, organize! capitalists, and 
motors of 
alert

pro
minimum t ost 
fact un tx are standing around the public crib, and 
xxith a s( orpion ex e still demanding from the 
great consuming public an additional pound of 
tied»

xarums sorts, are constantly on the 
to secure from a silent public favors for 

w hich t hex max gather wealth at

is no xx
upon ils

cent l heie.M'lx es bx 
tiie public expense, and t he customs tariff of this

per cw i or
on the cotton hags, does not enable cement maim

it out . foro enhance prices, then cut count r. enables them
combinations are ex erx where being elhvted. 
also find the increase m the cost of goods going 
on simuit aneouslx xxith the organization < f capi 
ial on a huge scale, and the formation of trusts.

do so. As a l < suitPicture, s
the pal t rx sum rectnx'ed m duty is <*f no part icu 

If the dut \ does enable them to en 
t he 1mxs1 reason xx b y

to
As t lie result of these condit ions. which ha * e 

had the eitect of stimulating so manx lines of 
inanufm tui ing industry, these manufacturers liaxe 
iievome wealthy, hax e joined their forces in ef­
fectue combination, and are now such strong 
competitors in the labor market that it lias be­
come well nigh impossible to secure the neçessarx 
help on the farm. To such a degree is this the 
ease that the greatest problem which presents it­
self to the Canadian pi op le to-day is the problem 
of retaining our people on the soil

\ the result of this scarcity of labor, together 
wnii i he great rush for the cheap lands of the 
West, the agriculture of Ontario (upon which I he 
country is largely dependent for manx of our 
sia| le lie stock products). is so paralyzed that 
'is re.lm cd production in these lines of goods is 
being aculelx felt in the great lx increased cost of 
I » \ mg

We
lar moment
banco the price, then it is 
such a necessary article of general use should be 

the general public at a xerx reasonable mergers and combinations 
ot bet.

>f one kind and engi\en 1 <»
It has lnM*n

the formation of 
1 Do'.» const it iit ed

ass -rti*d by the Monetary 
mergers and coin 

an outstanding fen 
in th* industrial and financial situation of 

Canada during the 
ment oi tin present xear. 
passed that mention ha 
public press of some nexx combinat ion or another

t,) i he considérât ion ot 
No one no xx 

of our

Tunes that 
lunations in

1 .et us i et urn. how ever.
real interests of agriculture

that this is the great mdustrx
but its constant condition 

of t he healthy pulse b* at of 
Never was mix tact brought 

to any people than

ggE*"-' t he
disput i 
people 
forms t hr x erx basis 
t hr < 'aim<1 inn people

Not old \ Since the commence\ ear
scarcely a day has 

not been made in the
emphasis 

the xx In-els of Canadian agriculture 
.on! ,.hl Mother I art h eras'd 

fruits
husmessc^ife

stand at their

xxith great er 
in 1 DDT

slipped a co 
t ime to pu 
upon tlm ' »

shoo i

■ N, oli ret ion can he taken to the formation of 
t h< se large aggregations of capital as such. There 
is no do.uie that tbest- large concerns should be 
at de t « > cut d o xx n 
1.x than smaller plant

Hut the whole outcome is that the goods 
are continually becoming 

dearer, rat In r than cheaper, showing eonclusivelx 
'hat. xxhatexer else is happening, t he great bodx 
of consumers xx ho make ir* so-bet y are not get

receix e t lirough th-

for a
The effectust o i. a il 

\x .is i* 1 e< 1 i
1 s

lilt IX
m » • i s • 11 a n t s

•\penses and produce more cheap 
competing against eachi t « »

i hr t ratio of thelonging t‘V c :
$Sit.(Itttl.I.IMI ill the yonr 

its suits ; bank-

other.
which these turn out

tooIf I here is no doubt that Mr 1- lax elle, in his 
timeb and able open letter, is right in sax ing

conn11 x 
( ; o tent had to draw in 

'l it lit iiins had to
tl

apply the brakes, and 
raved for a return of t he increas'd re 

and the consequent re 
In view of tld<

that i he large hodx of Ontario farmers do not 
si i c ; e n i lx grasp t lie possibilities of their fax ot - 

It siXMiis almost impossible to 
manx front their present lethargic field of 

I h \\ in their attitude, are almost a dend- 
t <> the notable exceptions to xx hit h

ing
ex erx . .n--
coipts from agriculture.

f t lie country's progrt'ss

|ft :

ting the h.-notit t hex should
consequent reduction in the cost of the production
ol goods

a I -it1 it uat ion 

V ievt
1\ h.vidicii|>

i. turn
sti iking tact. is it not the sit|ireme duty of the 
Government to make the conditions surrounding

\ nd it is the dut x of the Box ernment
being the ci.st odian of the general interests, t o see
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