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73. Acting High Commissioner to Prime Minister

Paramount regard for treaty faith and the pledged word of rulers and 
peoples is the common heritage of Great Britain and of the Empire.

My peoples in the Self-Governing Dominions have shown beyond all doubt 
that they whole-heartedly endorse the grave decision which it was necessary 
to take.

My personal knowledge of that loyalty and devotion of my overseas 
Dominions has led me to expect that they would cheerfully make the great 
efforts and bear the great sacrifices which the present conflict entails. The 
full measure in which they have placed their services and resources at my 
disposal fills me with gratitude, and I am proud to be able to show to the 
world that my peoples overseas are as determined as the people of the 
United Kingdom to prosecute a just cause to a successful end.

The Dominion of Canada, the Commonwealth of Australia, and the 
Dominion of New Zealand have placed at my disposal their naval forces 
which have already rendered good service for the Empire. Strong expedi
tionary forces are being prepared in Canada, in Australia and in New 
Zealand for service at the front, and the Union of South Africa has released 
all British troops, and has undertaken important military responsibilities, the 
discharge of which will be of the utmost value to the Empire. New
foundland has doubled the number of its branch of the Royal Naval 
Reserve and is sending a body of men to take part in the operations at the 
front. From the Dominion and Provincial Governments of Canada large 
and welcome gifts of supplies are on their way for the use of both my 
naval and military forces and for the relief of the distress in the United 
Kingdom, which must inevitably follow in the wake of war. All parts of my 
overseas Dominions have thus demonstrated in the most unmistakable man
ner the fundamental unity of the Empire amidst all its diversity of situation 
and circumstance.

Telegram London, September 10, 1914
Confidential. Regarding your suggestion second contingent wish say 
greater number soldiers Empire has sooner war should be finished. British 
Army will grow larger each month. Personally would like see second con
tingent sent if can be done satisfactorily and would vote for that if at home. 
This war sure to alter situation and relationship various parts Empire. What 
Canada does at this time immensely appreciated and will not be forgotten.

Perley
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