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DECIDED FAILURE

Many Fishermen Along the
Coast Are Heavy Losers—
Past Summer Decided Cor-
trast With Last Year.

Authentic information is to the ef-
dect that the fish industry in southern
ooastal waters of New Brunswick was
@ complete failure during the past
etummer. In former years sardines
‘were caught in large numbers about
eleven miles below the city, the fish-
ing area, reaching to southern Maine
ports., The past summer was a de-
cided contrast, and weir men, under
heavy expenses, are now completing
operations with a reserve fund, the
fund being a good debt due to over-
head expenses, and little returns, due
to scarcity of fish.

Haddock, a fish caught in large
numbers in 1917, was also a scarcity

men are at a loss to account for this
decided scarcity.

Hake, another form of fish, formerly
caught in large numbers, shows a
scarcity in the past summer also. One
fisherman, who in - former years,
caught as high as ten tons In a night,
never reached above a night catch of
two tons during the past summer.
The slump in catches is decidedly felt,
as many of the fishermen entered in
the early spring at a’ great expense
and the end of the summer finds them
quite financially embarrassed.

Fishermen near Southern Maine re-

mer, but very far below the average
of former years.
—————

Men's Pants, of all kinds for work-
ing, dress and outing wear, Prices
from $1.65 to $4.50. At Bassen's, 14
16-18 Charlotte street.- No branches.

e Al e et—
OFFICE BROKEN INTO.

Some time Friday night the office
of Henderson, Ltd., 7 Ward street,
was broken into and considerable
money stolen from the cash bux. Fn-
trance was made by he breaking of
{a window. &

duripg the past summer; and;fishery

port a fair catch during the past sum-|p

Much To City of St. Jo
Harbor Be Taken Ove
building and Drydock

Imperial War Cabinet.

"“Of all the overseas prime ministers
present at the Imperfal War Cabinet
none compared with our own Sir Rob-
ert Borden.

“I will recommend to the govern-
ment the taking over and nationalizing
of the port of 8t. John and you may ex-
pect to hear from me in the next two
?r three weeks officfally in the mat-

er.

“The government is prepared to
give contracts to any shipbuilding
Company that may build a yard as
St. John and this is all the assistance
they are giving the yard at Halifax."—
Hon. C. C. Ballantyne at the Canadian
Club luncheon on Saturday.

Spent a Busy Day.

Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, Minister of
Marine and Fisheries, spent a busy day
in 8t. John on Saturday. The morning
was spent in inspecting the harbor
facilities and at noon a luncheon was
given by the Canadian Club at which
the minister spoke very frankly and
fully on the matter of harbor commis
sion for St. John.

At nine o'clock the party left the
depot in automobiles and visited the
marine dock and warehouse on the
west side and the new government
wharves at the southern end of the
harbor. Crossing on the ferry they
boarded the tug Neptune at Walker's
wharf for a trip around the harbor.
The vessel steamed up around the I. C,
R. docks, the Sand Point wharves and
into Courtenay Bay.

The party included Hon. J. W, Dan-
iel, Hon. W. H. Thorne, 8. E. Elkin,
M. P, R. W. Wigmore, M. P., Mayor
Hayes, Commissioners Figsher, Bullock,
McLellan and Hilyard, H. C. Schofield,
P. W. Thomson, A, H. Wetmore, R. E.
Armstrong, J. A. Grant, D. /
Thomas Nagle, J. B. M. Baxter

Le: P D Dilley, sMiP, P, .l,‘ Roy
Campbell, M. P. P, C. B. Lockhart,
collector of customs; A. R. Dufresne,

G. G, Hare, A. J. Gray and F, D. Al
ward, harbor master.

At the Luncheon.

At one o'clock the minister was the
guest of the Canadian Club at Bond's.

In introducing Hon. Mr. Ballantyne,
the president of the c¢lub, H. O. Mec-
Inerney, said he was pleased to intro
duce the speaker who would talk on
harbor commission. The guest of the
day being a member of the govern
ment could epeak with authority and
he could also speak with a knowledge
of the subject, having been for some
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get a wink of sleep, and
whether 1 got anything to

OU were getting along fine until
you had that nervous breakdown,

“Now you have got discouraged and

“The salesman must have lots of energy
and vigor as well as confidence in him-
self and what he has to sell

“But you cannot have confidence in any-
thing so long as your nerves are weak and
you spend the nights worrying instead of
getting good, refreshing sleep. a

“Take my advice, boy, and go straight
to the drug store and get half a dozen
boxes of Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food. Then

air all you can and forget to worry.

“Now, you may feel pessimistic after
all the treatments you have been taking,

“My nerves were in a worse condition

“l know exactly what is the matter with
you, Jack. You have lost confidence.

ou have been

o wonder you

i

Mr. W. J
writes :
grocery

: 164 pounds.
while you are
into the fresh

ng about.

slee; 1,
could scarcely LA

did not care
eat or not.

. “Besides, I got so irritable and down-

“The ex
to sympathize with you no

2 Nerve Food will help. you.

hearted that nothing seemed to go right.
rience that I had enables me

say that I am certain that Dr. Chase's

w, and also to

box you buy.

“It is entirely different to most medi-
cines used for the nerves, because instead
of merely stimulating the tired nerves to
over-exertion, it nourishes them back to
health and vigor.

“Now, Jack, you must give the Nerve
Food a trial, and I know you will consider
me your best friend for telling you about

Here is an interesting letter from an-
other business man who had a similar ex-
perience with Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food :

Wilson, Grocer,
“In fitting up this building for
business I
hard, and after putting in my stock I con
tinued plugging away, good and hard, too
1 commenced to feel myself going down- -
my weight went from 180 pounds down to
My appetite began to fail,
and, of course, upon retiring 1 could not
get a good night’s rest.
going to sleep my mepves would twitch, and
I would waken up with a start, and then
lie awake for hours.
ing used Dr. Chase’'s Nerve Food before, so
I started in again, and took a gcod treat-
ment, using about half a dozen boxes. I
soon felt my appetite returning, I could
and commenced gaining in
welight, until I felt like a new man.
the benefits I have received from the use
of Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food I cannot speak
too highly of it.”

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food, 50¢ a box, 6 for
$2.75, all dealers, or Edmanson, Bates &
Co., Limited, Toronto.
trait and signature of A. W. Chase, M.D.,
the famous Receipt Book author, on the

Perth, Ont.,
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Look for the por-

Ballantyne on Saturday Promised

hn — Will Recommend
r By Government—Ship-
Touched on—Said Pre-

mier Robert Borden Greatest Prime Minister at

years a member of the Montreal Board
0! Harbor Commissioners.

On rising Mr. Ballantyne was greet-
ed with loud applause, and during the
course of his remarks had to stop be-
cause of the applause with which an-
no’l:incemenu made were received. He
said:

Mr, President, Sir Douglas Hazen,
and gentlemen, I want to thank the
Canadian Club for giving me this op-
pcrtunity to remew some old friend-
ships and to make a number of new
ones,

You have been good enough to refer
to my connection with the harbor com-
mission for the port of Montreal and
to say some flattering things about
my part in the development of that
rort. I wish to say, however, that the
larger share of the credit belongs to
my colieagues, Major G. W. Stevens
and Mr. Louis Geoffrion. I also wish
to thank the ex-Minister of Marine and
Fisheries, Sir Douglas Hazen, for the
support received while he was in office.
It is essential to the success of harbor
commission that the board be given a
free hand in the conduct of the port,
the minister should not interfere in
any way, except to provide the money
needed for the proper development of
the facilities. ¥ am glad to say that
for the six years during which I was
a member of the Montreal Board ot
Harbor Commissioners ,under Messrs,
Brodeur and Hazen we were given en-
tire freedom of action, and if the City
of St. John and the government de-
cide that time has come for this port
to become one of the national ports of
Canada 1 can assure you that so long
as I am Minister of Marine and Fish-
eries the men selected to manage the
harbor will be given an absolutely free
hand.

This is not the first time 1 have visit-

-led your port but I was glad the oppor-

tunity came to again look over the fa-
cilities here. You are contending
against the same conditions as exi
ed in Montreal under the old commis-
sion. Prior to 1906 the board was com
posed of eleven men, some represent-
ing the government, some the shipping
interests and some the Board of Trade,
and there was always more or less
friction. In the year 1906 the govern-
ment appointed a board of three men
and the development at Montreal as
practically all taken place sinze the
change was made. Here you heve
private, city, C. P. R., and government
interests all represented on the water
front, and it is hard to make much
headway. Great credit is due to the
city which has spent its own money
to develop port facilities I do not
know of another city in Canada which
has spent its own money to the same
extent as St. John for this purpose
but I judge from what I have F
lately, and especially since 1ing
herc today, the citizens feel the timo
Fas come when the port shoald be na
tionalized.

Thege are my own views and ¢n my
return to Ottawa I will submit a pro-
posal to the government and it will
rest with them to accept or reject it,
but I ain savizfied the zovernment will
act in conformity with the recommen-
dation of the minister and in the very
near future this port will be taken
over.

Vancouver Montreal and Quebec are
ncw national ports and I do not see
any reason why St. John should not be
added to the list. St. John serves
Canadian interests during certain
months of the year and I hope under
conditions which will obtain for many
vears after the war it will be be used
to a much larger extent as an all year
round port In London I met Mr
Hoover and he told me that this winter
Canadian ports would get all the Am
erican grain they could possibly han
dle and I expect the port of St. John
to handle the largest volume of busi
ness it has ever done in its history
as a port.

If the government takes over the
port I hope when you submit to me the
names of three men to act as commis
sioners, they will be men of outstand-

development of a port
proposition pure and simple, They will
have to consider the future needs of
the port and I would advise them to
visit other ports in Canada and abroad
I would also suggest that this board
engage the services of the best har-
bor engineer they Xnow of—and if
tl ey do not know of one 1 think I can
irecommend one —and have him draw
jup a plan of development for the next
| fitteen or twenty years, so that what
jever id done in any o1 year is part
[o( a comprehengive scheme of harbor
| development

| I want to gav something about the
finances of the port ! sent here the
chief engineer of the department and

an accountant and theyv found that
you have a good revenue, there is an
annual deficit of about $25,000. There
will also have to be spent between
£740,000 and $1,000,000 on repalrs. |
would not advise the commission to
make the charges too high, neither

would I advise them to be too modest,
80 long as the charges were not nigher
than other ports, as it was always a
help when coming to the government,
i’ the harbor was paying the interest
on the capital invested. 1 assure you
have my sympathy and 1 feel that I
can say as much for the government,
You may expect to hear from me offi-
cially in the matter in the next two
or three weeks, when the prime minis-
ter and other members of the cabinet
have returned to Ottawa

This ‘leads me to another matter
Ports are not much good without ships
and [ desire to say a few words in
connection with the shipbuilding pro-
gramme of the government.

You are aware that I announced in
parliament on April 4th last that the
government after careful consideration
had decided to go in for steel ship-

ing ability and business men, for the|
is a business|

to the full in buil

the Dominion government. In order
to make steel shipbuilding in Canada
secure a contract was entered into
with the Dominion Steel Corporation
at. Sydney for 250,000 toms of ships’
plates covering a period of flve years.
This mill is now under course of erec-
tion at a cost of $5,000,000. I was in
Sydney the other day to see what pro-
gress was being made with the erec-
tion of this mill, and I am pleased to
inform you that I expect the mill to be
completed and rolling ships’ plates by
July of next year.

The government {8 experiencing
great difficulty in obtaining ships’
plates from the United States, owing
to their very large shipbuilding pro-
gramme, notwithstanding the fact that
Canada purchased over a year ago
from the United States 80,000 tons,
This condition of affairs makes it all
the more imperative that Canada’s
plate mill now under erection should
be rushed to completion as quickly as
possible. You will be interested to
know that the annual output of Cana
da’s yards for steel ships at the pres.
ent time amoutns to 250,000 tons. The
government have under consideration
at the moment twenty-two steel ships,
approximating in cost $25,000,000 and
the number of ships that will be under
construction next year will be consid-
erably larger than what is being con-
structed at the present time, and ap-
proximating in cost $35,000,000. The
size of the ships being constructed by
the government is 10,500 tons, 8,100
tons, 4,350 tons and 3,750 tons, d. w.,
the smaller size vessels being con-
structed in the shipyards on the Great
Lakes, their size being limited by the
width and depth of the canals.

These ships-on completion will be
owned and operated by the Canadian
government. [ am arranging for the
most competent and experienced men
that I can obtain to look after the man-
agement of those ships for the gov-
ernment. I am determined that the
government's ships shall be managed
entirely free from politics and on a
strictly business basis. Canada re-
quires ships badly, and as quickly as
these ships are ready to go to sea they
will be required to carry for Canada
the products of the farm, the mines,
the forests, and our industries. It is
also necessary for the government to
Lave ships to operate on the Pacific
and Atlantic oceans and on the Great
Lakes in conjunction with the great
Transcontinental railway which the
government now operates, the C. N. R,,
as well as the I. C. R. You will be
interested to know that there will be
ready for sea this fall two ships, and
possibly four, of 8,100 tons and 4,350
tons. At least two of these ships will
be ready to go to sea by early Decem
ber, and it will be the first time in the
history of Canada that her own. mer
chant marine will have plowed the
seas.

The names of the first two ships will
be the “Canadian Pioneer,” and “'Cana
dian Voyageur.” The prefix “Canada’
will be followed throughout for the
names of all the government ships.

1 understand that St. John is con-
templating the erection of a steel ship-
building plant, and I can assure you
that the government stands ready and
willing to give whatever company
starts here contracts on the same bas-
is as Halifax or any of the other yards|
in Canada. At the present time there
is a large yard being erected at: Hali-
fax by the Halifax Shipyards, Limited
and before very long they will be con
structing ships of 10,500 tons and 8,100
tons, d. w. This company is getting no

5 ance whatever from the federal
aside from giving them)
contracts for ships, and the govern-|
ment is ready and willing to do the
same for the port of St. John

for Canada £o oceu
Iding ¢

government

Wooden Ships.

I should like to say just a word with
regard to wooden ships. he policy of

the government is confined to steel
ships only. The government, how-
ever, has granted permission for the

construction of wooden vessels for Al
lied and neutral registry. Contracts
for approximately 100 wooden ships
ranging in tonnage from 2,500 to 2,000
tons have been awarded up to the pres-
lent time, The prospects therefors are
that the various shipyards throughout
(anada will be kept busy to full work-
ing capacity for a considerable period
1o come
The Pilotage System.

[ have had a royal commission in
vestigate your pilotage system, and a
report has been rendered by them
|which 1 hope to give consideration to
immediately on my return to Ottawa
The pilotage systems of Montreal ulwl
Quebec have been under the Departs
ment of Marine for some time and has
been found to work most satisfactori-
1y The pilotage system of Halifax
I\\.As taken over by my department ear-
ly in the year. For the success of the
port of St. John, or any other of Cana-
da's bhig seaports, it is very essential
that the pilotage system should be on
a most efficient basis. It is my inten-

tion, if  the pilotage system of the
whole of Canada comes under the De-
partment of Marine, to see to it that
the general superintendent of pilots

at each one of the important seaports
shall be an experienced man, and it
will be necessary for him to have had
sea-going experience, and to hold a

master marviner's certificats I under-
stand that it is the general expression
of opinion that the government should

|take over the pilotage system of St.
| John, and after 1 have read the report
of the roval commission t will prob-

{ably be done 1 want to assure you,
|however, that the pilots will ba well
1looked after under the care of the gov-
Iernm«-nL and that none of their inter-
Lesta will suffer in any degree, the gov-
ernment’s only object being in making
such a change that will make for great-
er efficiency in this important branch.

I am pleased to know that work on
the graving dock is already under way,
of 1 believe that for many years after
the war there will not be sufflicent
docks to care for the many ships need-
ing repairs and 1 expect to see the St.
John dry dock one of the busiest spots
in the city.

In closing this afternoon I want to
few words about the Premier

say a
of Canada, Sir Robert Borden. I know
that politics are taboo at Canadian

Ciub luncheons and I wish only to say
that of all the prime ministers from
overseas present at the Imperial War
Conference, none compared with our
own, Sir Robert Borden, and if those
at home who criticised his absence had
been in England apd seen as I did
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realized that he was serving Canada
just as truly while in England as when
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Ihm\' his advice was sought by the Bri-
tish Prime Minister, they would have

room, Pugsley building |
J. R. Campbell, secretary,
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