Important Offensive Movement By French Developing Near

Soissons

—Railways Upon Which Germans Depend for Supplies Threat-
ened by Allies—Heavy Fighting on the Nida Where Austrians
are Putting up Desperate Struggle to Hold Russians Back From

-

Cracow—Five Days Battle in Progress at Kara Urgan.

London, Jan, 12—The French attacks to the porth of
Solssans, on the Aisne and near Perthes, east of Rheims, are

developing into a serious offensive.

The _gains which the

French have made at these points, if followed up, would have
a two-fold importance. They threaten the railways which the
&ermans are using to supply their troops in the fighting line,
nd are a serious menace to the German forces which hold
positions to the north of Rheims. 1

,The French have found it

impossible to take these po-

sitions, from which the Germans are bombarding Rheims by
frontal attacks, but advances on either side would envelop
them and force a retirement, thus giving the Cathedral City
much desired relief from the German shells, from which it has

suffered so much,

FRENCH THREATEN TO CROSS INTO GERMAN TERRITORY

In the Argonne and on the heights of the Meuse, the
Germans are on the offensive,and claim to have made further

progress. It is reported that

reinforcements to this district to prevent

the Germans have sent heavy
the French from

Breaking through their lines, which are very close to their own

bordér, and not far from Metz.

Fresh German troops despatched to Alsace, combined with the
wintry weather, have stopped the French advance In that region. Along
the rest of the front the artillery Is doing most of the work. Only iso-
fated attacks are being attempted, the state of the weather and the
ground making the movements of any large bodies of troops out of the

question.

Similar conditions mvin in the east, and while theéy have not com-
pletely stopped the fighting, they have called a halt over the greater
part of the field of operations. In restricted areas, along the River

, near
cording to Petrograd

to make any serious advance. Severe fighting ale
the Nida river, where the Austrians are i

to penetrate to Cracow.

. , thee has been fierce fighting, but ac-
correspondents, the Germans have been unable

o is taking place on

DENMARK 15
PLEASED WITH

Leading Swedish Newspaper,
However, Claims Earl Grey's
Figures are Misleading,

Copenhagen, via London, Jan, 12—
Great Britalnfs reply to the American
note bearing on the search of meutral
vessels is considered by the press and
people of Denmark as & cordial and
frank statement, but it ie contended
that the increase of imports from the
United States is due to the fact that
supplies from Germany and Russia
have been cut off, and Danish mer-
chants have been compelled to turn
t0 America, the only large exponting
mation not engaged in the war,

The belief is expressed that this
increase in the importation of sup-
plles from America will continue after
the war, products being brought here
direct instead of through other coun-
tries, as heretofore.

dish Press D

Spockbholm, via London, Jan, 12—
The Dagblad, the leading Swedish
conservative newspaper, expresses
great dissatisfaction over Great Brit-
ain’s reply to the Americans govern-
ment's note ?oggernlng delays to

Had

the

PR e

The Germans are keeping the Mazurian Lakes open with lce-break-

ers to block the Russian advance

in East Prussia, where the Rus-

sian troops hold positions around the lakes, and have been waiting for
the lakes to freeze over before resuming their offensive.

The Turks deny that they have

been defeated by the Russians In

the Caucasus, and as an offset to this denial, Petrograd has the report
that Noury Bey, Chief of the General Staff of the Third Ottoman Army
Corps, who was sent by the Sultan to investigate the report of the de-
feat, has been captured by Cossacks,

DEATH STRUGGLE.

The Turks have been effering stubborn resistance to the Russians at
Kara Urgan, where a battle has been in progress for five days. The
position at this place is more favorable for the Turks, who have not the
deep snow of the mountains to contend with, and are in closer touch

with their base.

It is a death struggle for them, for so long as the Rus-

sian fleet commands the Black Sea the Turks cannot get reinforce-
ments from Europe, the overland route being a long and difficult one.
They have an army corps at Bagdad, but this is needed to oppose the

advance of the British Indian army

Bohemia Threatens to Join Allies Un-
less More Protection is Given by
Austria.

Geneva, Switzerland, Jan. 12.—Via
Paris, 4.30 p. m.—Information has
reached here from Prague, by way of
"Innsbruck, to the effect that a petition

‘ signed by influential Bohemians has
beed forwarded to Emperor Francis
Joseph, demanding that more ener-
getic measures be taken to protect
Bohemia from possible Russian inva-
ston. The petition states that this
action must be taken “for the salva-
tion of our country,” and makes the
threat that the signers will join with
Austria’s enemy unless the request is
granted. Leading men of Prague, in.
cluding some Bohemian members of
the Austrian Chamber .of Deputies,
have signed the petition.

No confirmation of this report has
been received here from any other
source, )

Turks Deny Defeat in Caucasus.

London, Jan. 12.—According to an

from the east.

American despatch to Reuters Tele-
gram Company, Constantinople advi-
ces dated January 10, by way of Ber-
lin, give the Turkish version of the
battle at Sarl Kamysh as follows:

““Main headquarters repudiate the
reports of the Russian press concern-
ing the alleged great defeat of the
Turkish army. A telegram from the
Turkish der of the C i
army, dated January 9, states with
regard to the military operations of
the last two weeks:

“*On the main front our troops have
captured dominating pesitions beyond
the frontier. The operations near
Olti and Ardahan have been delayed
by deep snows and severe frosts. The
Russian assertion that the commander
of a Turkish division has been taken
prisoner: is not true, but a Russian de-
tachment attacked a transport of
wounded in & Russian village, captur
ing the severely wounded commander
of a Turkish brigade, and killing oth-

e, that it indicates
a determination to adhere to what it
terms the harassing poilicy of inter-
fering with and restricting the legiti-
mate commerce of neutrals.

The Dagblad maintains that the
figures quoted by Sir Edward Grey in
support of the contention that neutral
countries are importing large quanti-
ties of contraband from the United
States for re-export to Germany are
misleading, and concludes by declar-
ing that the Swedish people wiki never
submit to Great Britain’s assumption
that she had the right to dictate just
how much of any particular goods
Sweden requires for her own con-
sumption, or how much of such goods
she will be permitted to import,

SIS RED CAOS:
N STATES PAO-
GEBMAN AEENCY

Startling Charges by Dr.
Brown-Londons of rrance
—Massages for British Scl-
diers Went to Germars.

Toronto, Jan. 12~Dr, L. B, Brown-
Landone, of Paris, France, who is in
Toronto preliminary to an
appeal for hospitals of Northern
France, in an interview tonight, made
the startling charge that the Red
Cross Society in the United States
is wmeither more or less tham a pro-
German agency He ‘n.l:i that al-

ELIEVED LY PN
UNTS F PATAGH
WERE I GTI

» London, Jan. 12 (Gazette cable)—A
curlous sidelight on the report that
Princess Patricia’s have been in

on is that although the death of

n Newton was published in the

pdon papers on Monday morning,
intimation only reached

Record Office on the ev-

GIPT NEWTON
T

fLED F
NN T

Irondm, Jan. 18, 3.29 a m.—~The
first officer of the Canadian contin-
gent to be killed in action was Captain

ENCH |

though given the
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nese Cruisers on

 Lookout off Peru

Watching for German Converted Cruiser Prince Eitel Friedrich
-ﬁ!ish Cruiser of the Suffolk Class Appears off Ha-

v R P ——

British Cruiser oan Watch off Havana,

Havana, Jan. 12—The unknown

cruiser which appeared off this port

yesterday, is tonight lying about four

miles off Morra Castle, She has not
|| d directly

y, took on provisions
§ same afternoon. There
is reason 9 believe that the Britigh
steamer 3 on ker way back to
Liverpool
South Am

with the port
and displays no colors, but has been
dentified by her appearance as a Bfi-
tish armored cruiser of the Suffolk
class.

The cruiser has signalled various in-
coming and outgoing vessels, asking
for name and nationality, but gave no

apparent Japanese cruisers are
endeavoring*to come up with the Eitel
Friedrich,

T to their sal It {8 conjec-
tured that she is watching for the
German steamer President, which left
here December 2 for Porto Rico, and

which is due to return to this port

mands in Connection with

Starvation Facing
Turkish Capital?

Chicago Man Back from Turkey- Says Constantinople is Re:
duced to Sore Straits for Food—All Available Supplies
Confiscated for Army —Turkey Agrees to Italy’s De-

Hodieda Incident.

New York, Jan, 12.—The closing
u,mnﬂm«mme shutting
off of Turkey from

from Rome today say that Turkey
hes agreed to the demiands of Ny
L

has resulted in the people of Constan-
tinoble being reduced almost to the
verge of starvation, according to Geo.
Tomayan, of Chicago, for the past
eight months in charge of an Armen-
fan orphan asylum at Constantinople,
who arrived here today on the Greek
steamship Athiai, from Pleraeus.

“When I left Constantinople less
than a month ago that city was re-
duced to sore straits for food, all
available supplies having been con-
fiscated by military authorities. Suf-
fering among the people was intense
and the struggle for food by the paor
was pitiful in the extreme.”

London, Jan. 12—Special despatches

Iy tion with the Hodelda inci-
dent. According to these advices,
Turkey has ordered the release of 1he
British Vice-consu: Richardson, who
wa$ arrested in the Italian comsulate
at Hodeida, and has promised to
punish the soldiets who broke !nto
the consulate, ms well as to saiute
the Italian flag when itis again hoist-
ed over the building,

Investigatipn of the circumstaunces
attending the¢ invasiom of the Itallan
consw. fs still in progress, and ihe
incident will remain open until this
inquiry has been completed. In visw
of the concessions Turkey is reported
to have made, however, satisfactoy
adjustment is expected.

PANANIA PUTS
STINP TH
ON LIQUDAS

To Make Up for Loss Through
Evropean War— Tax on
Tobacco and Cable Mes-
sages.

Panama, Jan. 12—In order to re-
place the revenues lost through the
European war the Panama government
has introduced in the national assem-
bly a bill providing for a stamp tax
on liquors, tobacco, cigars, cigarettes,
checks and documents of all kinds.
The bill places a tax of one cent a
word on all commercial cable mes-
sages, sent and received, and half a
cent a word on press messages.

The blll also provides for severe
penalties for fallure to comply with the
law, allowing half the fine to the in-
former. It is proposed to raise $250,-
000 through this means, and also to
tax prize winning lottery tick

LORD BERESFORD
DISCUSSES LOSS
OF FORMIDABLE

Heavy Ships Sent Into Waters
Infested with Submarines
Without Protection of~Tor-
pedoe Boat Dsstroyers,

London, Jan. 13.—Admiral Lord
Charles Beresford, retired, in a letter
to the press teday, discusses the losa
of the battleship Formidable, which
was destroyed recently in the English
Channel by a German submarine,

“The ship was lost,” says Lord
Charles, “under conditions whose
repetition, after the losses of the
Aboukir, Cressy and Hogue, we
thought impossible. In both cases
Emnry ‘slxlps were sent into waters

th submarines without the

with' the United States through the
name of President Wilson as honorary
president of the organization, the Red
Cross Soclety has for its president
Jacob Schiff, a German Jewish bank-
er, and on account of certain revela-
tions in conmection with the sailing
of the Red Cross ship from America
last fall, it has been identified as
strongly sympathetic with the Ger

man people,

“In the first place,” said Dr, Brown-
Landone, “the officials of the Red
Society in the Unfted States
wasted $67,000 in chartering a -reo-
ial ship to carry hospital supplies,

lich British, Holland and French
lines _ol boats offered to carry, charges
free.”

“Then,” he continued, “after the
ship had Seft port, a protest from
Great Britain and France over the

d ly German personnel of

D. 0. C| Newton, of Montreal. He

ub- | went into the trenches last Saturday

with Princess Patricia’s Light Infan-
try and was killed in & sharp engage
ment the same ddy.

the crew resulted In her return to
New York. The crew was re-organiz-
ed, and these who left the ship rdok
with them

a8 their mal effect.
all the chloroform, jorm  and
iodine that was contained in the car-

go. Amd these articles were not‘r;-
placed, and no trace of them has
ever been found, When the ship 1e-
sumed its journey it carried officiais
and crew about evenly divided he-
tween Germans and Americans. It
took 27 days for some of the cargo
to be delivered in Northern Frauce
and Belgium, to which countries the
supply of hospital materials was do-
st

ined,
“In the shipload were innumerabls
sent by forty-seven different

jchapters of the Daughters of the Em-

pire, which are focated throughout
the United States, and in each pack-
age motes were placed, addressed
annoymously to British soldlers.
None of these messages reached its
proper destination, for receatly the
different chapters of the Daughters
of the Empire have been re:siving
gracious letters of thanks from Ger-
man soldiers, the matural coniusion
being that the German soldler was
glven to understand by ‘officials in
charge of the stores that the parcels
directed to the British were iutend-

ed for them,”

protection of torpedoboat destroyers,
which are the natural defence against
the submarines, The efficacy of the
destroyer i shown by the fact that
submarines are unable to injure the
British squadron off the Belgian
coast. It is unpardonable that offic-
ers and men should be thus gratu.
itously exposed to conditions under
which they are sent to the bottom
without a shot being fired.”

PRESIOENT OF E. 0. EODY
COMPIAY DES SHBOENL

Toronto, Jan, 12—W. H. Rowley,
65 years of age, president of the E.
B. Eddy Company of Hull, and ex-
president of the Canadian Manufac-
turers’ A Hati died suddemly i
the Alexanria tea room, of the King

Edward Hotel shortly after six o'clock
tonight. Rupture of an aneurism was
the cause of death,

Four Zeppelins of Latest Type

Raging in Vienna.

NEW GERMAN ARAL
FIGHTING BASE NEAR GHENT

and Number of Smaller Air-

craft Assembled — Smallpox, Cholera and Typhoid

o S

ANOTHER AUSTRIAN ATTACK ON
THE SERVIAN ARMY IS PLANNED.

Berlin Report Claims Military

German Airships.

Supply Stations at Dunkirk

Were Completely Destroyed During Recent Attack by

Amsterdam, via London, Jan.

18—
Major Moraht, military corr dent

grounds. It is from this point that

of the Berliner Tageblatt, says:

“A new offensive against Servia is
announced. We must desire it on po-
litical grounds, but it should not be
undertaken at the expense of the for-
ces in Qalicia. If progress cannot be
made in the Balkans without dimin-
ishing the main army, it would be

rudent first of all to await successes

Poland.”

Petrograd, via London, Jan 12 (9.55
p.m.)—Houry Bey, chief of the gener-
al staff of the Third Ottoman army
corps, who was sent by the Suitan to
the Caucasus to investigate the cause
ofl the defeat of the Turks by the Rus-
sians at Sari Kamysh, has been cap-
tured by Cossacks at Kara Urgan, ac-
conding to the Tiflis correspondent of
the Bourse Gazette.

New German Aerial Fighting Base

Goneve, Switzerland, Jan 12 (via

firom Friedrichshafen, where the Zep-
pelin works are located, that the Ger-
mans have established a base for their
aerial fighting craft near Ghent in
Belgium.

Four Zeppelins of the latest type
and & number of aeroplanes have been
assembled at the mnew aviation

London)—Word has reached here oa

the Zeppelins made their recent trip
over Calais.

Venice, via London, Jan. 12—Private
reports from Vienna, and statements
appearing in the Austrian papers, show
that conditions in the Austrian capi-
tal are daily becoming more serious.
Smalipox, cholera and typhoid fever
are prevalent, foerty-five cases of
smallpox being officially reported in
Vienna during the first nine days of
January., Many cases of contagion
also are reported from various centres
of lower and upper Austria, Styria,
Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia and Galicia,

London, Jan. 12.—A wireless des.
patch from Berlin says that the milis
tary establishments in and near Dun-
kirk were completely destroyed by the
German airship flotilla which attack-
ed that city on Sunday. The Dun-
kirk lighting plant also was destroys
The despatch says this informas
tion is contained in a message from
Rotterdam.

Dunkirk, on the coast of France, is
the British continental military base,
Troops and supplies arriving from
England are landed at this pert, whera
extensive military supply stations have
been established.

MINISTER OF TRADE
PUTS LITTLE FAITH
IN THE REPORT

That Canadian Flour Being
Shipped Through New York
to Copenhagen and Thence
Probably to Germany,

8pecial to The Standard.

Ottawa, Jan, 12,—When asked about
the report that Canadian flour was
being shipped by western millers
through New York to OCopenhagen,
probably to be exported again to Ger-
many, Sir George Foster, Minister of
Trade and Commerce, was not dis
posed to take a sericus view of the
matter. Britain had made an’ ar-
rangement with the Scandinavian
countries against the forwarding of
imported supplies to Germany and
that arrangement he regarded as a
very effective one. It would have to
be shown in any case, that this flosr
was really destined for Germany,
and the British authorities could best
attend to that. It is understood that
the suggestion that the government
should put an embargo on the export
of wheat and flour except to Britain
or the ailies is not likely to be adopt-
ed, It would be a rather serous
step to take while this country bad
a surplus for export. Shipments of
fiour from Canada to Burope through
the United States must ge im bond,
and such shipments are not believed
to total any great amount,

LONGEST FUNERAL
CORTEGE EVER SEEN
IN PRESTON, ONT

Representative Gathering at
Obsequies of Geo. A, Clare,
M. P. P. of Preston, Ont.

Galt, Ont, Jan. 12—The funeral of
the late George A. Clarke, M. P. P, of
Preston, was the largest in the his-
tory of that town. Among the many
mourners present were the Hon. Mr.
Carruthers, representing the Federal
government and Sir Adem Beck, a
cousin of the deceased. All the vari-
ous municipalities in the county were
represented as well as the Liberal and

Conservative associations.

EXAMINNG BOARD
10 INSPECT THE
2ND CONTINGENT

Appointed by Gen. Hughes Will
Visit Every Corps and Ex-
amine Officers, Men and
Equipment,

Special to The Standard,

Ottawa, Jan. 12.—An examining
board to visit every corps included
in the second contingent and make a
(.lmroul.;h‘ examination of the officers;
men equipment and supplies has been
appointed by General Sam JHughes.
Col, John Hughes, of Clarké, Ounut.;
Lieut.-Coi Mewburn, of Hamilton,
and in all preobability Lieut-Col,
George P, Murphy, of Ottawa, will
comprise the board.

Besides this, the two inspectors
general Generals Lessard and Steal
will aiso make an inspection in order
that no doubt will be entertained as
tc the fitness of the troops amd equip-
ment. General Steel will inspect the
eastern troops, which are under the
charge of General Lessard, while the
latter witl inspect the western troops.

NOMINATIONS FEB. 1
N JRCQUES CARTIER
AXD TERREBONNE, P.0.

Five Bye=<elections Scheduled
for Same Date—Four Con-
servatives and One Liberal
Probable.

Special to The Standard. |

Ottawa, Jan. 12—The writs have
been issued for the bye-elections in
Jacques Cartier and Terrebonne. The
nominations will be on February 1st,
the same as in Westmoreland, London
and Prince Albert.
While no official statement has been
made there is reason to believe that
there is a definite understanding be-
tween the parties that the five byes
lections will be uncontested, a Lib-
eral being elected in Westmoreland

and Conservatives in the other four

ridings. !




