BROUGHT DOWN LAST NIGHT

If Present Company Cannot Pay Indebtedness and Complete
Work, Bill Gives Government Power to Take Over Project
and Make New Contract With Another Company or Put
Commission in Charge and Finish Work — No Provision
For Further Increasing Aid—Province’s Interests Ampiy

Safeguarded.

Special to The Standard.

Fredericton, May 4~—The St. John
Valley Railway legislation was intro-
duced in the House this evening, pas-
sed about midnight and tomorrow the
Legislatures session will be formally
prorogued.

The legislature took recess early in
the afterncon until evening and in
the meantime a government party cau-
cus was held.

As soon as Speaker Melanson resum-
ed the chair Premier Clarke brought
down the legislation and as he pointed
out the security with which the inter-
ests of the province are so carefully
safeguarded under the provisions of
the bill, his remarks were frequently
punctuated by the applause of the gov-
ernment supporters. There are several
outstanding features of the legisla-
tion.

One is that absolutely no provision
is made for increasing the amount of
aid given the St. John Valley Railwvay
project by the province. Another is
that if the present company make
good their present indebtedness, pay
various claims and show their ability
to go on and complete the work, they
may be given the contract to finish
the railway. If they can't do_ this,
and do it within reasonable time, pro-
vision is made for the government
to take over the whole project and
either make a new contract with
another company willing to carry on
the work or place a commission in
charge and thus complete the railway,

Above all there stands out the pro-
visions to facilitate and insure pay-
ments at the earliest possible moment
of all just claims against the railway
for labor, materials supplied and right
of way. To meet these payments
amounts of claims are to be retained|done for improper purposes. The
from proceeds of guaranteed bonds|bridge over the Reversing Falls at
and if the present does not go on with | St. John had been specifically named
the work they remain a claim against|in one bill, but that was a case where
the road, and in the event of the goV-|a new structure was imperative as the
ernment taking over the stock of the|old bridge was a menace to life. It
company they will thus assume these ) was impossible for any government to
amounts as well. say in advance what bridges it would

The House met at 3 o'clock. be necessary to construct in any year,

Mr. Stewart (Northumberland mov-|and honorable members must surely
ed the resolution regarding the con-|see that the policy of not mentioning
struction of permanent bridges of|any particular bridge was one that
which he had previously given notice.| was not open to legitimate criticism.

In doing so he said that danger of Motion Defeated
permitting construction of bridges and It was unnecessary for him to say
penmanent works to be undertaken on|that the Government was endeavoring
the authority of a minister alone and|to carry out the permanent bridge
without authority of the legislature,jon such lines as would commend
must be apparent to all. In former |themselves to the people, and they
times when bills were brought in to|were trying to see that all expendi-
permit of this sort of work being done | tures were legitimate and proper and
the names of the proposed bridges and | they would not knowingly sanction
their probable cost were given, Un-jany impropriety. But it was impossi-
der the recent practice the govern-|ble in work of such a magnitude as
ment come down to the House with a|the province was undertaking to
bill authorizing expenditure of large|guard every single dollar. The mo-
sums that they have already spent|tion made by hon. member was noth-
without any estimate of what the total |ing more nor less than motion of
cost was likely to be. Many big loans | want of confidence. He sald he was
had to be con ted in this way Wilh-ln()[ opposing the Government, yet he
out the House having any say in the | brought in a motion which was noth-
matter until it was too late and in the|ing but criticism and condemnation
interest of the province he felt it was|of their methods, and supporters of
time the practice was changed. He de-|{the Government would not be satis-
sired to make it clear that he was not|fied to accept such statements as hon-
offering ‘this resolution as a member | orable member had made.
of the opposition but as an independ- Mr. Stewart agked if he understood
ent member and he had tried to act|Hon. Premier to say he accepted the
throughout as such. He was not in motion.
the secret councils of either the gov- Hon. Mr. Clarke sald, scarcely, in
ernment or the opposition if there was | view of the fact that he had describ-
one, but he made this motion solely in|ed it as motion of want of confldence
the best interests of the province. which members of the house would

He hoped the House would adopt the | certainly vote down.
resolution as a means of leading to| The motion was then declared lost
reform an improvement in the method. | without division.

Hon. Mr. Clarke said he did not Mr. Stewart—"“I am sorry there are
propose to discuss the resolution or|not enough of us to call for a dlvis-
speech of the honorable member for'ion.”
Northumberland at any length because| Hon. Mr. Baxter said he would like
he thought members of the House|to have an explanation of what hon.
were sufficiently familiar with the way | member meant by word “Us,” in view
in which the business of the province|of his disclaimor that he did not be-
was conducted to be able to form their |long to either Government mor oppo-
own conclusions. He was glad to hear | sition parties.
from the honorable member that he|. Mr. Stewart (Northumberland) said
did not belong to the Opposition, but|he was sorry his colleague, Mr. Swim,
he was not so glad to hear that he|Wwas not present as it needed two to
was an independent, because he was |divide the house.
elected to support the present gov-| Hon. Mr. Baxter submitted the re-
ernment, port of the committee appointed to

Mr. Stewart (Northumberland) said |consider and revise the rules ot the
he was not elected as a supporter of | house and in so doing said that while
the government but as an independent |it must be considered final for the
member pledged to support such mea. | Present pession it was not so much
sures as the government should intro-|final as to warrant reprinting of rules

supporter of Government, independent
or otherwise, for to judge by his ac-
tion he was one of the most vindictive
opponents the Government had im the
whole province. .

He desired to remifdd hon. member
that the policy of permanent bridges
was never condemned by the present
Government when im opposition. On
the contrary it had their cordial sup-
port. Any reasonable man would rea-
lize that work of that nature could not
be carried on without being open tdé
some criticism from somewhere.
Speaking of the way in which the
work was performed, his criticism
would apply to all kinds of labor, both
government and private. In so far as
the policy of building permanent brid-
ges was concerned it was impossible
to keep up public service without fol-
lowing it and this policy could not be
carried on except by borrowing
money. The province had not suffici-
ent revenue to carry on the work any
other way. Honorable member com-
plained that the legislature's sanction
should be obtained for practically ev-
ery public work that was to be under-
taken. A little consideration would
show him that that could not be done.
The fact that the late government
sometimes specifically mentioned
names of bridges they proposed to
build was no reason why the iractice
should be continued now. In fact, the
late government did it for improper
purposes. Whenever the name or lo-
cality for a bridge was mentioned in
a bill promoted by the late govern-
ment it was done for political pur-
poses and as a bribe. He did not
deny that occasionally it might be
necessary or degirable to mention the
locality, but generally speaking, it was

(Continued from page 1) >
conditions In Great Britain? From the first day ﬂf ﬂll vm all parties’
and classés buried political prejudices and cresds. August found [re-
land on thé verge of blgodshed. Today U ist and Nationalist appeal
for recruits from the same platforms. Balfour, Law, Ohamberlain and
other Unionist leaders have not abandoned their right of criticism, but
it Is oriticism for State @nd not for party. I¢ the Unénists had openly
d the fi lal prop of Lioyd George, if they had divided
the House of Commons, if they had denounced the Auqum\ administra.
tion as a relgn of robbery and loot, and if the House éf Lords had stran-
gled important es of the responsible chamber there would, we
think, be a different feeling among the British people. "Miere has been
war contract scandals in Britain. But the Unionlet party does not go
up and down the country denouncing the Asquith OQDIM as a cabal of
rascals and thieves. The big Unionist journals do not #size upon every
mistake that is mad= to discredit the government in the eyes o7 tne peo-
ple. !

“The Journal does not favor an election for an election's sake or
for any party gain. But it does believe that thia sountry would be better
off if the atmosphere of doubt and suspicion was cléared. It believes
that the record of the Government entities it to something better than
doubt and suspicion.

Aberdeen, Seotland, May 4.—Seven
members of the crew of the trawler
‘cruiser, of whom four were
by the shell fire of a German subma-
rite, have been landed here by & 0l
lier. They say that the Cruiser was
‘approaching Aberdeen harbor, laden
with fish, when the submarine appear
ed and opened fire.

One shell struck the trawler’s bridge
instantly killing four members of the
crew. The survivors assert that the
remaining seven hands took to thoir
boats and were rowing, when the sub-
|marine fired again, wounding four

of the men and causing’ the boat to
capsize. The men thrown into the
watet were rescued from drowning
by the collier,

Sunk Of Aberdesn.

Aberdeen, May 4, 10.20 p. m.-The
trawler Scottish Queen has been tor:
pedoed and sunk by & submarine fifty
miles off Aberdeen. The crew was
landed here,

The rescued men say they were give
en fifteen minutes to leAve their ves«
sel, but subquently were pérmitted to
return to her and procure provisions.
British Steamer Hits Rocks and Sinks

Brest, via London, May 4, 1146 p.
m.~The Britieh steamer Bldon, of
Leith, struck a rock today south of

hall
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::g::o::ﬂ::&r:lr:;:yh:o::::’et:‘(l;;::: per mile by the company under an
to be ghle to say that the government | 28reement with the province dated
was in receipt of forty per cent. of December, 1911. So far as payment
the gross earnings from the first of of interest was concerned the come
April last. The government had felt|Pany had beeti unable to meet pay-
that there should be some change in|Wents amounting to upwards of $60,
the legislation providing for the com- 000 and perhaps might be unable to
pletion of the road from Centreville Icl:)“r:\iw (;‘r:: Osl”t;?;;t“ﬁ]x’w:\lxn:o::nm
to Grand Falls, and to provide also thoy! had SUREE She post 8z eouthl
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that the work should be carried on as
speedily as possible so that no more done very little work which would
délay than was actually necessary bring them returns. But the province
should take place. had $255,000 in the hands of the Pru-
It was well known to honorable|dential Trust Company of Montreal
members of this House, as well as to “}“‘2 represented .L-"'f“ per mile and
the people of the province, that there which was held a8 3"““"“““‘ for pay-
was a large amount of indebtednass|Mment of interest which might not be
outstanding in connection with the|Met by & pontion of receipts from the
work .which had been done. This|road avallable for the purpose during
was distributed pretty well over the ﬁ" early ‘f"'"‘ of its operation. But
entire district from Gagetown to|tho road was not in operation in De
Centreville, and represented supplias, cember last and therefore this amount
materials furnished and faithful lab.|Of Suarantes could not be drawn upon
or performed. It was a matter of while the goverament would not likely
be able to use these moneys for such

much regret to the government that fpe
these amounts had not been paid, but | Punpose if the company weré unable

Helle, and sank in 76 feet of wa'er.
The crew was saved by a fishing boat.

company’s hands until it had bean
earned. As he had before remarked,
there was now a balance in the trust
company’'s hands of $255,000 and tho
company having falled to perform
their contract the province had a per
fect right now to demand repayment
of the money to the provineial tre
ured. However, the bill provided that
until demand was made on the com:
pany to return money it should remain
in their hands, There would be ao
further liability whatever undertaken

financial conditions, had made it im-|0 meet 1“‘]‘:"" payments due O|py the province over and above what

possible because of the war for the ;’::‘)er:‘:“:o;‘;?:" I‘“’“‘ w;:: O:‘lty existed at the present time.

company to pay the amounts, and lack|> O the government}  yUnder ext .
P o One was to pay the amount out of ord« Aig: lastalasion the Som

authorize the company to sell boads
at any price proved by the Lieuten-
ant-Governor-in-Council, as well as to
use them ae security for loans.
My, Stewart, Northumberiand, ask-
ed if section 30 of the bill authorized
any increase in amount of government
ald to the railway.
Hon. Mr. Clarke sald that nothing
in any section of the bill authorized
any inocrease in assistance to be given
the company.
A new section was added to the bill,
making provision whereby there shall
be retained from the proceeds of
bonds amounts sufficlent to provide
payment for all outstanding indebted-
ness of the company now due or to
due to t

with the

of legislation had prevented the gov-
ernment from arranging for their pay-

pany could only call for such prop

inary revenu® or to provide means for

tion of the money In the trust com:

ment. There was also a considerable | USing this fund of 000, ‘Fhe @OV pany'y hands as was earned and ‘f
amount of indebtedness to contractors | eriment would have been glad to havélnat was exkau
availed themselyes of that fund if e CENMNIIV Vo) 6 W

who had built the railway for the
company, and who had done the work
so satisfactory that the line now com-
pleted from Gagetown to Centreville
was one of the best pieces of railway
in the entire province.

Everybody recognized that the Na-
tional Transcontinental Railway was
built undeér very high specifications
which called for « excessively low
grades and very small curves, but on
the Valley Railway there were »Hor-
tions of the line which were equal of
the Transcontinental or any other rail-

properly get any more, The time had
arrived, however, when more money
had to be provided and there was at
present an overdraft in respect of the
section of the road between Centr>
ville and Gagetown which should have
been reserved for completion of other
section. The money, however, all weat
into the road and the bill provided for
confirmation of the action taken, and
that the province could have the use
of the balance for any portion of the
road.

That was briefly the gist of the le-

thers had been n@&tessary authority so
to do in December, but the railway
was not then in Operation and there
fore a provision Wwas made in this bill
that that fund might be used to repay
to the province the $§60,000 which had
been paid out in December and also
the amount which the province would
probably have to pay on the first of
June. This provision, however, was
discretionary and would not be used
unless it was absolutely necessary.

Would Facilitate Completion of Work

In Fredericton,

way that ever was built. The Valley 2 gislation now proposed and the gov-
Railway had 80 pound steel rails,| The fourth 8‘”’f""°'°°'“th°““d the | arnment felt it was & good measure
concrete sub-structures and steel |COTPANY to enter IO neccessary ar-|gq it would enable early completion

rangements with the C. P. R. to ac-
quire a right of way through the city
of Fredericton over the C/P.R.s pro-
perty. This would facilitate comple-
tion of the work in Fredericton, the
while its curves were such as insured section affected being about a mile in
the road having a very high standard length "m,i extendif§ from a polnt
of excellence in that regard. It :‘x:::c;he C.P.R. station to below Sala-| " yop My, Baxter moved that the
should be a matter of much gratifica- 2 House go into committee of the whule
tion to the people of the province that{ The fifth subsection authorized the |, sid report of
for such small expenditure they had |8Overnment to appolit persons to hold | 5inted to revise the rules of thl
so fine a railway. shares of the company's stock, if ever House,
The object of this bill was to put|lt became the propenty of the province| qne House then went into commit:
the government in a position so that and the sixth subsestion extended the teey Mr. Munro in chair,
if the company could not give abao-|time for the completion of the road.| jron My, Baxter said most of the
lute assurance that it had financial|This was necessary because owing to|,mendments were merely formal and
ability, and was otherwise prepared the conditions over which they had|, preparation for other amendments
to complete the entire railway at the |00 control the company were now un-|y weg proposed to make next session.
earliest possible moment, the govern-|&ble to complete the entire line of rall-| o most important changes were
ment otherwise would be able to make | 8y Within the original time Mmit. | a9 regarding munfeipal bill and
gome other arrangements with other|But the railway must be completed |, gogle of foes to be paid on lodging
persons who would be able to perform |8nd thus it was necessary to extend|game Those would go into force at
the work. The first section of the|the time and thereby have the work|,,ce, With regard to the. former an
biil made the very important provision | finished at the carHeBt date possible. | opanament .provided that in case of
that before the company enters into a| [Fon. members would remember that| e affecting & municipality or city
new contract for the completion of the by degislation passed last year the should be given notice of to the secre-
work it shall have previously adjust.|Province was authorized to guarantee|iqrytreasurer or oity clerk at least
ed to the satisfaction of the Lieuten.|Ponds to the extent of $10,000 a mile, | 55q weel betore introduetion.
ant-Governorin-Council all matters re.|0f Which $8,000 was t0 be expended on The New Fees.
lating to work already done by the|th® road between <Centreville and| o o so0e ure as follows:
company on any part of the railway,|agetown and by @ subsequent sec-| o Ty for tncorporation of com-
or in any way arising therefrom, and E“l’a‘: r’fz“e";hf“ *‘:Om’ﬁ: wrn “t];" panies not exceeding five pages, $50,
which the Li tGovernorin<coun: 9 9 o P
cil may deem necessary to have #o|Same portion of the road and $10,000 .f)(:; .;1? s b ool
adjusted. per anile for tho remalning portion of | 5, \yiig 1y amendment ot such acts
The second section of the bill had 2’“‘:1 ;‘i:"r’; Or“ dh‘; m ’°‘$‘:'n '°t not exceeding five pages, $30; for
six subsections. The- first provided | *"¥] d)etweepn ‘(?e;lm:m."al::i 008:- each additional page or part of page,

superstructures for its bridges, and
was thoroughly well equipped
throughout. Its grades were such that
any traffic could be handled at the
lowest possible cost of operation,

of the road>without any further delay
or difficuity and the government hop-
ed that work would be very soon re-
sumed and when completed the road
would fulfil the expectations of thu
government and be of benefit to the
province.

company other than the Quebec and
8t. John Construction Company, and
1o other persons amployad by the com-
pany in actual work' of construction
on said railway, or who furnished ma-
terial and supplies which have gone
into actual construction of the rail
way, or shall have earned wages by
working upon such construction, or
ahall he be entitied to an interest iw
lands over which rights of way had
been acquired and taken by the radl-
way, but not pald for.
as are not already filled ghall be filled
within fifteen days after first publion~
tion of a notice in the Royal Gazette,
A wection empowering the government
to change the route of the rallway
was stricken out, it being explained
that it had been included by draughts-
men of the bill, but not being deaired
by the government was thus dropped.
Mr. Stewart (Northumberland) said
before the bill was reported he would
like to say that it was much better
than he expected it to be.
vision which required debts owing by
contractors to be pald was very eatis-
The only thing he would like
to know about the bill was whether
{ts provisions were sufficient to insure
completion of the road.
could be completed
with the provisions of bill he thought
it would be quite satisfactory to the
province, but if any further aid was
expected to be given by the province
it would not be satisfactory. Had
government any assurance to give on
the matter.

Hon, Mr. Clarke replied that if hon-
orable member for Northumberland
would endeavor to divest himself of
the notion that he was sole custodian
of the province’s welfare he ‘would
if a lot of apprehensi

factory.

(8lightly.)

JOHN, N, B,

PRIVATE ARNOLD
FREDERICTON, N. B.
Seriousiy 111,

PRIVATE 8. V. TIPPETT, MAIN
STREET, FAIRVILLE, N. B, ?
Weounded.

PRIVATE ANDREW CLARENCE
BALDWIN, CHATHAM, N. 8.

Wounded.
LIEUT. EVERETT DE
MAN, ANNAPOLIS ROYAL, N.

PRIVATE FREDERICK H. LODQE,

69 UNION STREET, WEST 8T,

E. SMITH,

ment could possibly tell they 3udg|d
the bill would He sufficient.
The house adjourned’at™155 a.m.
[ ST —

CASUALTIES

Ottaws, May 4—The casualty® list
{ssued tonight contains the names of:
Seriously Wounded.
PRIVATE JOBEPH LI
REGENT STREET, FREDERICTON,
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save hi
other people a lot of trouble. The
ent did not pretend to anticl-

knowledge. In so far as the govern-

MACK'S MUSICAE REVUE

Musical skit “The. Alno Party,”
“The Little Gpey Home in the

governm

bill ‘would do. They acted |l Yest.” “Cowboy Bue,” /(Bonale
m I'J‘.“ best intention and’ w'uh the |l Bweet Bessle,” and ofher 517
hope that the pmh‘:‘u&d the bill|[jll novelties. The best show.
would be sufficient © purposes
Intended, but they were certatnly not|Jll —ioesy Met SOUSHY :
assoming the role of prophets and|[ Tonight BIG AMATEUR CONEST
making any definite statements re- A Gootl List'of Catrles '~ Y
garding which they had no certain Lots of Fun =i Don't Miss It

that the Lieutenant-Governor-in<coun-
town was at any rate as difficult to $10.

cil may appoint commission con-
sisting of x;‘:)t mo:e than th: 4 l:'- construct as any portion of the road T e '
e De having stated capitals, same as under
sons to take charge of the constrac.|8nd it was found that $2,000 reserved
the Joint Companies Act, with an ex-
tion of the uncompleted portion of|fOF the completion of the road from
tra fee for each page over five, $10
railway with such powers and su: Centreville to Gagetown should have Speaker having resumed {he
thority as may be defined in an order.|Deen devoted to “-w"“' it had °&"‘ chair, rules as amended were formal.
in-council appointing the commission. | ¥ 1 M'
app y adopted by the House,
The b ‘wuthorized the | POTtion of the road with the 88,0001y "giswart, Northumberland, ssk-

duce which should commend them-[8t the present time. The
selves to him as being in the best in-
terests of the province.
Hon. Mr. Clarke said that taking
the honorable member at his own val-
uation it wag abundantly evident that
the Government had mot been able to
duce this i much gislation
~which h idered
| was in the interests of the province,
! for no member of that house had done
‘more to discredit the Government and
' party than he (Stewart) had done. He
certaluly could not be cousidered &

gession and make such further chan-
ges in rules as would bring them in

practice.

whole house.

8.30 pm.

Valley Rallway Bill.
House resumed at 10.20 p. m.

would take the matter up again next

harmony with modern parliamentary
He moved that the report
together with proposed amendments
be referred to & committee of the

House took recess at four p.m. until

Hon. Mr, Olarke introduced & bill

company to borrow from security of |Euarantes, so power has been given to

any bonds or debentures which may dustribute $10,000 over the whole sec- ;‘}.“p.mm ‘t‘;oml:l mm '“Mur,::
be guaranteed by-the province under |Hon:

this or any other act to such an ex-| Section 4 was an important section
tent, and upon such terms and ~on-|in that it gave the government power
ditions as may be approved by the|t deal with the stock of the company
ordsn-incomuorby the Wn‘m' in case of the company's fallure to),
if such ission be appol the {lway. 'The @

power 80 to do be delegated to n. ment 10w had power to take over the
This, he explained, was included in the | ®¥ire stock of the rallway company
bill because on account of the pres-|8nd invest it in the province.
ent financial condition it was impos- pr that com-
sible to float bonds at the présent|Plétion of the rallway should take
place under the direction of the lieu-
tenant governordn-council. A great
|deal of trouble had been experiencsd

eady. Owing to the late Mr. Bab-
bitt's death, the of his de-
partment had got somewhat congested
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