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firmer and making it just as hard for poor Dennis as I
could. -

‘“Money, ol‘coum." he answered, ‘‘You Lnow what
1 mean, dear. Suppose we keep a tithe-box. At present
we really give nothing worth speaking of

*Whatever are you thinking of, Dennls,” said I, “‘to
talk so soberly of giving, when you know t'at we have
not nearly enough to live onas itis? Itis moreof a
problem every day, with our income, to make both ends
meet,””

1 looked meaningly around the plain little room, with
its modest, lonely-looking furniture, and reminded Den-
nis of the rert which was overdue and the many things
we both needed. I even guoted scripture to the effect
that if any provide not for his own he is worse than an
infidel : and, being fairly started, soon talked both him
and myself into a dlssatisfied frame of mind. It l‘l:’?ﬁ
ed in Dennls saying, ‘‘Oh, well, no doubt as you®say,
what is impossible is impossible, and that ends it,
do wish we were ab’e to give something."

A geriouns illness came to me, and as I needed constant
care, Dennis, who was very busy in the cffice, proposed
that we send for a young girl whom we had become in-
terested inasa child,in the orphsn’s home. I knew she had

. experience in attending the sick, and rather unwillingly
consented. Maggie was a capable, well-trained girl, and
bad a pecnliarly gentle and pleasing voice. I loved to
hear it so well that during my convalesccnce I kept her
talking on one pretext or other most of the time. In this
spirit I asked her rather langufily one dav what she kept
in a little pasteboard box I had’noticed several timesin
her hands.

“This is my tithe-box,’’ said Maggle, turning her hon-
est blue ‘eves full on mwe.. ‘I was just counting the
money over to see how much I have for the missions nex
Sabbath.”

‘“Why, chi'd,’” said I, ‘‘come here and sit by me;I
want to talk to you. Do yon mean to tell'me that yon
give a tenth to the Lord ?"

The girl was rather surprised at my vehemence, but
answered simply, “Why, yes ma’am. I am very sorry
it s so littleT can give, having only my earnings. Rome-
times I think it would be nrarer right if I, whose whole
is such a trifis, should give one-fifth. There is 50 much
need of money, you know. It is different with rich peo-
ple; one-tenth of their money is a great deal, and so
much good can be accomplished with it,"”

I winced under Maggie's ingenjious argument—such a
decided inversion of mine—but she, sweet child, all un-
conscious of my thonghts, went on to tell me of the good
matron at the home. who had taught her, as a child, that
she had a Father in heaven ready to be more to her than
the father and mother she had-lost. “She told us,’’ said
Magele, ‘that when Jesus left the earth after His resur-
rection, He put the missionary work He had been doing
for three years—and for that matter, all His life, the

matron said--in our hands to do for Him ; and He said
plainly that everyone of us who love Him shall show it

‘f}y what we do for the work He loved. If we cannot

preach or teach, or give up all our time to Him here or
over the seas, we can at Jeast give a part of our money to

Him, She liked to give a tenth, because that was God's

own plan for the people He loved ; and so must be the
division of one's money which pleases him best. ‘It is

His right,’ said the dear matron one day, ‘to have a tenth

of our all ; and after that, If we spare more, we can call
it a gift.' She gave us all a tithe-box, and the very first
money I earned, all my own, I put a tenth in it."”

“‘So your matron thought that everyone should give s
tenth to the Lord, Maggle "’

‘‘No, ms am,” was the quiet answer. “She did not
think of it in that way. But she said that, like the other
plans the good Lord has made for our every day living,
it is really all to make us good and bhappy. Wearé so
glad when we once begin to give in that way, and the
vine-tenths which we keep are blessed of Him with the
one He accepts ; so it ls lifted above being ordinary
money, and does us far more good"’

My mind wes busy with these sweet worde long after
Maggie had left me, and the question came, “'If she can
give ont of her pitifnl voverty, what is my excuse 7’ Ves,
I saw clearly now. I had been all in the wrong, and a
stumbling block to my husbend So in the evening, as
we sat cozily by the fire aga'n, both h-pg‘ in my return-
ing strength, I said to Dennis : "‘I-have learned a lesron
which makes my illness a blessing, dear. Shall I telt
you of it.”’ And then I told him of Maggie’'s minister-
ing to my soul as well as to my body, and I showed him
a little box, on which was written “Tithes.” Dennis did
not speak at first, but a glad look shone in his eyes, and
he clasped my hand very tenderly.

*'The Lord’s band lsin this, Clara,’ he said at last.
““We will pledge a tithe of all God ever glves us over this
little box, won't we '

It would be a half truth to say we mever miss that
money. It bas brought us a blessing. Though we are
are not rich. and probably never will be, we are content,
which is far befter, and need to fret about matters no
more, ‘O Dennis,”” I said the other day, ‘‘how well
worth heeding that suggestion of yours has proved ! —
Selected.
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Daily Bible Readings.

Monday.—The ancient promise of the ontpourirg of
the Spirit. Joel 2: 28 .32,

Toesday.—Our Lord jesus renews the promise of power
from on high. Luke 24: 44 -§3; Acts 1: 6 11.

Wedneaday —Those who know the trne God are ap-
pointed to be witnesses of his sole deity. Isalah 43: 9~

3.
Thursday.—Peter and the other apostles bearing wit-
ness under the Spirit’s influence and power. Acts 2: 1--

-
Fridiy — Kffect of testimony for Christ when the

power of the Holy Spirit rests on the witnesses. Acts 2:
22-42.

Saturday —The Holy Spirit mlken?he witnesses brave
in the face of danger  Acts 4: t--22

Sunday —The Holy Spirit not only inepiree the wit-
ness with coursge, but also makes him gentle and for-
giving. Acts 7: 51--60.
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During March the Comments on Prayer Meeting
Topic will be furnished by Rev. J. H. McDoneld of Fred-
ericton, N. B,

o R
Prayer Meeting Topic, Feb 22.

The Purpose of Power,

The purpose of power as revealed by the above passage
is,—

I. Negatively,

1. Not to minister to race prejudice. The guestion,

wLord wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom
to Jarael '’ indlcated that the discipdes still clung to the
dream of temporal dominion. They hoped yet to see
Jerusalem the centre of worldly power dictating terms to
all other nations. In their thought the Jew was a super-
ior being, immesasurably in advance of all others, and he
alone was fitted to rule. These disciples forgot that the
Jews had proved their unfitness for dominion by reject-
ing their king and Messish. They knew not the time of
their ‘‘visitation.”” And had God permitted this pride-
infiated people to realize their dream it can easily be
seen what the consequences would have been. The old
story of race prejudice, selfish ex>lusiveness, national
phariseelsmn and forgetfulness of their mission to the
world would have be‘n repeated ona more extended
scale. Jesus taught his disciples that the power
of God would not be granted for race aggrandizement,
and thus by implication that no one race hasa right to
seek power to lord it over others.
* If God has given power, privilege and position to our
own race, the Anglo Saxon, it is certainly not that these
things may minister to our race pride, but rather that
they may enable us to exalt those lower down in the
scale of humanity. Kipling hes beautifully emphasized
this thought in his hymn, *‘The rececesional '

2. Not to wminister to persomal ambition. It may
well have been that personal interest prompted thie
question about Israel’s restoration. In the minds of
these disciples lurked the thought perhsps of the place
which they were to occapy. Visions of positions of
honor, of the seats on the “‘right hand'’ and on the *‘left
band’’ in the Kingdom, flitted before their imaginations.
Their conception of the Kingdom had not yet been
spiritualized. Jesus showed them that the power of God
could not be prostituted to such low ends. It had mere
worthy purposes to fulfil. Meany men would be glad to
have the power of the Holy Ghost like ‘‘Simon the sor-
cerer,”” in order to make money or gain position by its
use,
Let ns beware of seeking God’s power for selfish ends.

II  Positively.

1. To exalt Christ. “Ye shall be witnesses unto
me.”” The chief work of the Holy Spirit was to honor
and magvity Christ. ‘‘He sball glorify me,” john
16 : 14. And just as the Holy Spirit was not to speak of
himself but veil himself behind the brightness of Jesns,
80 the disciple is to use the power given Mm “‘to lift up
the Son of Man,”” He must increase, but we must de-
crease All the crowns we have worn must be cast down
at hia feet. Paul understood the true purpose of power
when he 8o ignored self that he could say, ‘‘For me to

especially that form of preaching known as personal
test'mony ' It hias m-de Christ a reality to millioms.
It bas thril'ed multitudes into new love to God, It has
revolutionized myriada of lives. Let us not tp:, with-
hold onr testimony to the gospel for God hes orfained
that it shall be the very power of Gol unto salvation,
SUGGESTED *ONGS

‘*All Hail the Power of Jesus' N'me.' ' Bs Strovg in
the Lord." *'We Praiss Thee O God "' *‘More Love to
Thee.”” ‘‘I need Thee every Hour.'

Keutville. N S.
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Paul’s Perplexity
BY REV. RUPERT OSGOOD MORSE, &7

C. H*Dav.

As Paul faced’the two facta~''My life i« Christ,’ "My
death is gain'' he hesitated which to choose. Like
Hamlet, he solilogiizes over the ;o be or mot to
be.’’ . But Paul's motives lift his perplexity to a higher
plane. He looks vpon the bonds and buffet'n. s, the
scourges and the scornivgs hé has endured, and, realizing
that death will not only end sll these, but bricg him’
into the unveiled presence of his Lord, his desire is to-
ward departure. He does not desire death in itself, bat
the presence with Christ. This thought replaces the
gloom of the grave with living light. Hepce Paul’s de-
sire for death. i

In tbisdesire we see the power of the bellever's faith.
All that a man hsth will be give for his life. Men often
spend their all in a vain endeavor toadd a few montha to
a fast-ebbing life. They spend thelr gold with Isvish
hend, hoping thus to lengthen their days, so do they
dread death, But Panl's esgle-eyed faith layd all sordid
motives in the dust, as beho!ding Christ he avows a de-
sire to depart, and be with Christ, which ‘s far more bet-
ter.  Had desth appesred to him a Jong sleep, wonld he
have written thus? No, never! Cessstion of sctivity
would have been to that electric plant-incarnate the
most doleful of ttoughts.~ di

Sociates called death, ,, A removal to another place, *
Paul saysit istobe with Christ. Bow m.ch grander
the Christian outlock ! * The spostie had a paiitive con-
ception of the future. How sad becanse Fow uncetiain
the closing words of Sac-ate.” Apology, ‘‘Now it is time
to depart—I to dle. youn to Jive; and which of us je
going to the better des'iny is known only to the Deliy!"
How vastly nobler the Christian faith, which desires to
depart and be with Christ because it is far better. .

Holy desires are goo?, bat holy duties are better 8o,
copsiderirg the needs of these 0 whom he writes, Panl
allows holy desires to fade away, while Loly duties 1ake
theic place. His judgm ut, trerefore is for life Life
has siill duties whose clarion call clarhes againast the
closet of his sonl. Secing the need of his epiritual
children, he wriies, ‘ To alide in the flesh is more need-
ful for your sake.’” This is jrcoftbat for Paul to live
was Christ. Christ’s life wes one of mej:stic self sacri-
fice. The same motive dominates Paul, His living isa
necessity which ¢prings fram he need of others, Hia
desires shall be crucified 1hat others’ peeds may be
served Let us learn from 'his noble judgment that it
is more important for ns to serve where-we ace placed
than it is to enjoy heaven. R!s= to the dignity of these
boly duties and rest sssured that heaven will not fail
you & : -3
And Paul unfolds this necessity. ‘‘Ard havipg this
confidence, I know that I shull abide, yes, and ide
with you all.”’ Paul s “abiding ' means the bell®%vers’
progress an4 joy in the faith. This was no small goepel
trinmph. Paunl was corstant in his protest against an in-
fant church ‘membership. He wsa not cortent that con-
verts should always be fed, bnt never feed If their jy
in the faith does not increase they will remain infants.
That progress may be made is Pan.’= jiv in liviog. And
what joy so great for the truejservants of Christ s seelog
those for whom he has labored growirg up in Christ !
But how distracting to see 80 many remain in spiritual
fufancy when they should be building up others in
Christ.

Oune other motive entered {nts Pau 's jolgment His
presesce would make the belieyer's glorying: abound in
Christ Jesus. The idea is that they may obtain a richer
poseession in the gqcpel and the privileges'of the Chris-
tian life. Psul would come to them in the fullness of
the gospel. He would thue impart to them an increased
of that whereiu they boasted, but he would do

live is Christ.”” He even gloried in the repression and
crucifixion of the ' 1"’ in his life, that the power of Chriat
mwight abide upon him. The power of Christ and the
power of the self are mutally antagonistic. One must
eventually displace the other,

2. Toserve men. “Ye shall be witnesses '’ The
purpose then of the incoming power wae forcible testi-
mony. I may seem strange that Jesus should bave ex-
pended so much power through his followers, in the
form of preaching snd witnessing. And yet what force
has ever been so effective as preaching the ggapel, and

it so that the glory of the work would be nnto Christ,
Thus should all of our joys terminate in Ch ist . Let “in
Christ’’ be the motto of our lives and then Christ shall
be glorified to them as he was in Panl's life.

‘We can fird no higher view of Pan 's character than
that seen in bis perrlexity It is only a enperior spirit
that wou'ld unselfishly hesitate 1o choose betweer life
and death. If Parl thinks of death, it is of Christ he
thinks, I he thinks of life, it ia of his work he thivks.
But in either caseself is wholly forgotten.

Let us learn that he only who is dead to self hes learn-
ed to live.— Baptist Union. 7




