* April 14,1897.

BIBLE LESSON.
Adapted from iiurﬂ_m'- Notes,
. Lesson IV.—April 5. Acts 12:5-17.

Read the whole chapter.
PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON.
GorbEN TexT.
~The angel of thie Lord encampeth round
about them that fear him, and ﬂa}imeth
them.—Pealm 34, 7.
1. THE PRISONER.-~VERSRS §, 6.
5. BUYT PRAVRR WAS MADE~—A nd-
ous word in this connection. . A hlindful of
friendless

and women place a bar
| Reross themof the mighty Herod by
earnest ! more powerful

‘a8 weal

than all the resources of the monarch of
udea.’’ WITHOUT CHASING~—*‘Barnestly,”

same Greek word is used in the de-
seri; "of the er offered by our Lord
in Y elLuLeu, 44.) FOR mIM~—
We should pray, not only for ourselves, but
for others in trouble. ‘

6. WOULD HAVE BROUGHT HIM FORTH
w~*"Was about to bring him forth.”  Tax
SAME NioET-—The night before his pro-
e it THaec, Y Tantstoss-
¥ tion er o imprison-
ed ﬁrfdept half so lounély." See how

trust in the Savionr can give perfect peace.
‘‘He had m(}m m;’:-ugh
wenkness of the flesh ; now he sleepsin

the strength of kis faith,” "It
prho.uyy 1 o with the R

was
to chain the right wrist of a prisoner to the
left wrist of & soldier who guarded him.
In this case, as in that of Panl, in Acts 21,

the extra ution is taken of chain-
i”’ each hand of the prisoner to that of a
soldier on that side.” Knunpg! uards ;
the soldiers outside the door leading into
the court of the prison.

IL THE ANGEL. VERSES 7-11.

7. AND, BEHOLD--It must have been be-
tween three and six o'clock, for Peter was
not missed until mornlng;ight. 0 the last
change of gmards had n made. THE
ANOGEL—Better, '‘an angel;" a super.
natural manifestation, not an unknown
human friend who had secured entrance.
1IGHT SHINED— Perbaps celestial li
from the angel's person, like our Lord's

lory on the Mount of Transfiguration.
%eteraeu by it his prison, his chains, his
cloak, his sandals, and his emancipator, .
IN THE PRISON-~Better, ‘' in the cell ;" in
Peter's dungeon: SMOTE PRTRR~—Touched
him awake. RAISED His-—The verb does
not indicate that be helped him to arise.
CHAINS FELL OFF—-Divine power easily
overcomes earthly difficulties.

8. GIRD THYSELF—Orientals do not tgke
off their garments, but loosen them, whew
lying down to sleep, BIND ON THY SAN-
DALS—The sandals are always removed, as
we would remove hats, on entering a build-

ing, in almost every of ‘Asia to-day,
from the gates of the Hellespont to the'seas
of Japan. ‘At templ and school

h doors one will see a large collection
oi?":roa or sandals of various models, which
there on er;::nnx the
; Europedns have given
grave offense, and even run the risk of be-
o~ | g e v - g
f Asin with on,
-?"’i:n?m* Iting than to strike &
‘with a shoe or a sandal. Cast THY
GARMENT—His outer mantle, laid over
him while sleeping, and needed now that
e was abont to go out into the cold air of
an early spring morning. e ¢
for Peter what he could not do for himself
—broke his fetters ; but did not do for him
what he conld t;lo for himself—put on his
mantle,
m:?c;:fr.owm HIM ~In 8 dazed and
dreamy way. THOUGHT HE SAW A VISION
Tt o
ceived ouse top in Joppa. t
10, 10—?7’.‘;“ He might wake uppg:om this
to find the horrors of the and the
doom that awaited - him. e thought of
deliverance evidently had-not en into
his mind, . 3
10, FIRST AND SECOND WARD—Not dif-

erent th , but men, mem-
{,‘ Jm g:tgm.?“m%nwhin whether
each watch consisted of .

consisted

scented his blood from afar, and longed to
see him killed like James,
i1, THE DISCIPLES. VHRSHS 12-17:
12. 'WHEN HE HAD CONSIDERED-Rather
“having become fully aware,” that is,
ware of his deliverapce. “‘The thing" is
an dddition of the translators, which un-
fortunately alters the sense. Peter was not
the nian to linger in the street debating
what he should do pext. Tag HOUSE OF
Marv-—Tradition declares that her hduse
on Mount Zion was in the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, twenty-five years after
this, and was standing in the fourth cen-
h:g;t MoTHER o JouN—John Mark, or
ra Marcus,a Latin surname, the courier
of Paul and Barnabas, and according to an
early tradition the writer of the second gos-
. ‘This man was a ‘sistet’s son to Barna-
' {Col. 4, 10) if the nsual translationis
correct. At all events his ‘mother was
closely related to that eminent Christian
worker. Heaccompanied Paul and Barna-
bas to Qyprus (Acts 12, 25; 13, 5; 15, 37.)
He was one of Peter's converts (1 Peter §,
13.)  MANY WERE GATHERED-—They had
continued all might in prayer, as the mor-
oW was d to witness Peter's execu-
tion.  They could Ptay for Peter when
there was nothing else to be done.
work while we can, but pray always,

13. THE DOOR OF THE GATE—Probably
the outer or street door. Another door in-
side the porch led directly into the house.
Cl;s)m 0 ns.uumr:——“ To answer.” ’:‘n
the Easta person always pronounces his
name before the door isipe‘l’? The recent
outburst of persecution rendered caution

" pecially wecessary,

14. KNRW PRTER'S VOICE-~Showing that
he had been a frequent visitor at the house.
It was a maidservant who recognized Peter
by his voice when he denied his Lord. The
tones and footsteps of familiar friends come
more readily to our memory than their
forms and features,

15, THOU ART MAD-—~The personal peril
of heing a Christian was great, and Rhoda
must have 1, a8 we would now sayv,
{‘nervously strained ;' they were not giv-
ing their deliberate opinion that she was a
Tunatic, but, as men might now say, “dis-
concerted,” “nnbalanced.’’ - CoNsTANTLY
AFPIRMED~With the quick ear of youth
she had recognized his voice, and knew
that she was not mistaken. IT I8 HIS AN-
GEL~—For some cause these men conjectur-
ed that this was their friend’s guardian
angel. There appears to have been a float-
ing belielfd among dthe ]ew:; thhat every
person had & guardian angel, who some-
times assumed his look ngtl voice. ' The
Greeks and Romans shared this belief, and
all who have read about Socrates will re-
member the “‘demon’’ of which he so often
spoke, ' That the church believed in the
dpctrine of guardian angels at an early
period is certain, gnd itis bable that
whatever these primitive Christians be-
lieved was based on that very remiarkable
text (Matt. 18, 10,) ‘In heaven, their
angels do always behold the face of my
Father which is in heaven,” Precisely
what that verse means is not beyond dis-
pute, But in no case is this verse to be
taken as announcing a doctrine ; it simply
gives a rash conjecture of the disciples.

16. BuT PETER CONTINUED KNOCKING—
Whatever the opinions of other folks ‘were,
Peter was sure that he was very human,
and very much alive, and that delay might
betray him into the hands of his enenries.
THEY WERE ASTONISHED—They were as-
tounded. They had spent the night asking
God to liberate Peter, but they never ex-
pected hint to do so. Many modern Chris-

did . tians act in the same way. Many a useless

speculation might be laid to rest by simply
opening the door.

X7, Bsngxomnc ~+Perhaps unable to
make himself heard in #he excited clamor ;
perkaps as there was danger of attracting

, MESSENGER AND {'xsrron.
: « The Sunday School. &

Let us W

attention from the neighbothood. Dx-
CLARED—Told the story, SHOW THESE
Drother,” pronebly the soe-f Josegh sod
rother," pro y the son oseph an
Mary, and a leader in the ee;%y gm:h.
He was the author of the Epistfe of James;
martyred not long before the destruction
Jerusalem, THER BRETHREN--He sent to
the various centers where, as in the house
.of Mary, prayer was heing offered for his
deliverance. " HE DEPARTED-—AS he would
be songht for in the city, he ‘left it fora
season, but soon afterward returned. See
Acts 15, 7. ANOTHER PLACE—Some sup-
pose Ceesarea ; others, with more probabil-
ity, Antioch. .

God’s deliverances vary, but they are
certain. James's was out of the world into
glorly; Peter’s out of prison into labor:;

aul's thorn could not be removed, but he
had his equivalent in enduring and trium.
phing grace,- Jésus watches over his ser<
vants who seek tobe just where he wants
them. and will gloriously guide them
and never forsake them. (BRxod. 14, 13;

Psalm 27, 5, 6; 73, 24; Ish. 32, 2§ 2 Cor. 12,

7-9; Heb, 13,5, 6 ;Rev. 2,'10.) e

¥ ¥ ¥
A Havana despatch says Gen. Rivera's
fate has been decided on and the empt
formality of a drumhead court martial will
be followed by his hasty execution. Gen,
‘eyler believes such a .course will work
terror to the other Cuban leaders, If is
reported Gen. Santawmayer has hotified the
Spaniards at San Cristobal that if General
Rivera is shot, or ** murdfred,’l’du he e:l:-
pressed it, a sharp reprisal would be made
on every %g:nilh officer hereafter captured.
It is said Spanish authorities have the
key to the cipher code used in tcleé\;nphic
communication between Consul neral
Lee and the government at Washington.

¥ xxx

A SHORT CUT TO RELIEF

FROM THE ITCHING AND BURNING
OF ECZEMA.

What is Eczema, anyway? Let him who
has been afflicted answers,

It is an itching and burning of the skin
almost beyond endurance.

It is th ds of little icles filled
with an irritant fluid, which burst and flow
over the raw surface of the denuded skin,
causing more torture than all other skin
diseases combined,

It comes on almost any part of the body
and is no respecter of age, as old people
as well as tender infants are the subjects
of its attack. »

What about the cute? Physicians seem
prone to regard it as almost beyond their

reach. -

What about Kootenay Cure? Why, it's
the very remedy wherever there is amy
deterioration of the blood.

In case of Mr, G. W, Dawson, Fultos
P. O.7Ont., stated under oath, it simply
worked marvels, He had Eczema for gvc
years, was treated by many physicians in
Canada and the United States, but got so
bad at last with the frightful itching and
buirmi that he thought he would go
insane. Six bottles of Ryckman’s Koote-
uﬂCure cured hini,

* Mr, William Marcham, an Engineer,
living at 242 Catherine Street North, Ham-
ilton, makes a sworn statement that he
suffered intensely with Eczema which
covered his whole body. He was in the
City Hospital for six weeks and was dis-
charged at the end of that time as incur-
able.  Four bottles of Kooténay entirely
cured his Eczema, £

Other proofs of the remarkable efficacy
of Ryckman's Kootenay Cure may be had
gn dressing the Ryckman Medicite Co.,

amilton, Ont,

Hundreds of people testify wnder oath.

The-New Ingrediert usedy‘m Kootenay
Cure will revolutionize medical sciénce.

One bottle lasts over a month. i

Dorchester, Mass., U. 8. A.

Walter Baker & Co., Limites
QR ¢

day ina
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Do people buy Hood’s Sarsaparilla in
preference to any other,~— in fact almost
wtnuﬂmummt

They know from actual use that Hood’s
is the best, 1. e., it cures when others fail.
Hood’s Sarsaparilla fs still made under
the personal supervision of the educated
pharmacists who originated it.

The questicn of best is just as positively
decided in favor of Hood’s as the question
of eol e salos, x

An thing: edvertisement
of Hood’s Sarssparills is true, is honest.

oods

. Sarsaparilla

Is the One True Blood Purifier. All drggists. $1.
Preparedonly by C. I. Hood & Co., Lowell, Mass.
o take .

Hood’s Pills ¥ tcods

A Pure White Soap
Made of the Finest Grade
W of Vegetable Oils, s

BeststForst Toiletotand ot Bath |

Sainf Croix Soap Company,
A 8 o Saint Stephen, N. B. o8 ot =

‘The New ; g
Mexican Fibre Pocket Brush

«ls a Big Succeaal

Buy one, earry It with you, and use i
hats, gnll. v‘mv':a. bonnets, ete., ete. on

Sam! all, Lo,

Spnm%:- to agents.

THE MARITIME PREMIUM CO., Ltd.,
P, O. Box No. 17, St, John, N, B.

MANCHESTER, &# » »
# o ROBERTSON &#
S 4 & ALLISON,
27 and 29 King Street, St. John,.
WPPEEs
Dry Goods, Millinery, Carpets, House
Furnishings, Cloths and Tailors'
Trimmings. ; :
¥ % ¥ x5
Wholesale and Retail.

Twenty persons were killed and many
injured blr:n explosion at Lisbon on Tues-
works factory.
Through the magic of kis famous father's
by a in

name; the lar Re-’
?‘8‘10‘ e
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MANCHESTER, ROBERTSON and ALL SON. _




