The Vasa Ski Race

M‘W&'M
Fellow the Course of
© Gustaf Vasa.

By Sten Lindhagen.

When the chief ski event in Swe-

ld:lil b::t been c‘uned the “Vasalopp™
s merely to honor the

name of the Vasas. It commmmm
:hpal;ticu:lu adventure in the life of

¢ founder of the dynasty, Oid
King Gosta. when he was yoﬁng nnl:
a fugitive. The course, between Si. |
len and Mora in Dalecarlia, is along
the road actually followed by him on
that occasion. 3

Daring the period when
s . &n #b-
;e_mee king in Copenhagen allowed
o;nssmws_ to perseécute the people
wedgn. it was always the sturdy
Dalecarlian peasants and miners
w:ho offered the most vigorous re-
slstance. A miner from southern
Dalecarlia, Engelbrekt Engelbrekts-
son, organized a revolt which un-
havpily terminated with the murder
of t)'le leaqer. in 1436. Later the worki
of: liberation was carried on by men!
of the Sture families, with the Da.|
k:var!ums as the backbone of theiri
fighting force. After the death of|
Stéen Sture the Yourger his kins-|
m:m.'Gustaf Eriksson Vasa, dedic;x.t-
fy‘ii himself to ’the cause. Some of!
13 nearest relatives had be '
headed in the Blood Bath o;esnto](?lt

holm, and he himself
g e Sy elf had been held

ed to escape.

The young nobleman — he w ;
Iy twenty-three — decided ::)aés::k
help where Engelbrekt and the Stu-|
res had found it. Travelling on sec-!
ret pathe to elude his pursuers ha;
came to Dalecarlia in November, |
1520. Now here, now there, he nud-'A:
(_ienly appeared, spoke to the people)
in the parishes, and urged them to
rise and free their country. But the!
pPeasants were not readv to follow |
him. The tyranny of the'king had, af- |
ter all, borne harder on the noble-
man and the political leaders than
on the .common people, and besides
they knew that a prize had ‘been put
ou the head of Gustaf Vasa, so it!
was a risky matter to harbor him. '

Constantly pursued by Daniﬂh;
troopers and disappeinted in his ho-
Ppe of suppert, the young nobleman
arrived in Mora by Lake Siljan at
C_hnxtmu time. Here ‘too he made
his plea, and was repulsed. Then, in |
bis despair, the decided to leave his
country forever. Shortly after mew
vear's he set out .on snowshoes in-
tending to traverse the great prime-
val forests N the Eastern and
::: course ol ‘bh'e'!:l:t?r “:rmw“ oot
the Norwegian borde:r 5 '"“o'l
- But a week after his de vel
more fueitives from the soutl:)i:truivf
ed at Mora, and ‘the tales they
brought made the men of Mora
change their minds.

i

l

i |
priscn, but had manag-f

:

Bwedish State..
When the nation was preparing to
celebrate the feur hundredth ammi-

versary of this gigantic work of li-|

beration, a Riksdag member from
Dalecarlia, Anders Pers, proposed
that a suitable means of commemo-
ration would be to hold an annual
ski-race over the historic course
where the Kettilbo men ran after
Gustaf Vasa and where he returned
to begin his task of leadership. The
proposal was received with eathusi-
asm, and the very same year, in the
spring of 1922, the first contest was
held.

We do not know exactly what way
Gustaf Vasa and the men from Ket-
tilbo took, whether they passed
through the more settled” districts or
kept to desolate forests. There are
several varying traditions in the
matter. When the course for the ski-
race was to be laid out, it was pos-
sible therefore to choose the way
that seemed best for the purpose.
The track is now well marked and
follows country roads or paths used
by woodsmen, so that there shall be
no danger of gny
lost or having to make tracks in the
loose snow for the benefit of his
competitors.

The race is open only to amateurs,
and there are only honorary prizes,
no money rewards. In spite of that
- or perhaps for that very reason -—
the evemt attracts the finest ski-
runners in Sweden. A victory in the
Vasa Race is regarded as being
worth more than the Swedish cham-
pionship and as being on a par with
victory in the 50 kilometer rum .at
Holmenkollen in Norway, although
the latter stil] retalns the moral
prestige of world championship. On-
Iy a vietory in the 50 kilometer ski
race at the Olympic Games has grea-
ter luster in the eyes of a Swedish
sportsman. In the Vasa Race only
Swedes take part; no foreigners are
admitted. The run is from Silen to
Mora, a distance of nine Swedish
miles or 90 kilometers. A day or two
before the race the contestants be-
gin to assemble at Silen. A few come
on their skis, but more on the rail-
way. The first year they had to dri-
ve in sleighs, as the railway was not
ready yet. They are quartered in the
homes of the people in Silen, which
is a hamlet of only a few hundred
souls. The night before the wace all
the contestants meet for a festive
but wvery si meal. Nothing is

contestant being‘

are
‘for some
‘Here are

reason fall by
also groaring tables where
‘the runmers are invited *to eat as

§

wayside.

‘much as they can. In the dressing-
-rooms at the goal still more luxu-
['riant tables await them. Meanwhile,
| their clothes and other baggage are
ium ahead by special train.

- At Mora the first spectators began
|to arrive the day before the race, and
(filled the hotels. Through the mor-
,ning, special trains have been arriv-
ing all the way from Stockholm and
. Gote as well as from places
5nenrby. and the quiet little town of
{two thousand people has been trans-
(formed into a seething caldron of
‘perhaps twenty thousand. Festive
jexcitement is everywhere. The last
| streteh of the course is edged with
| flags and roped off.. For hours be-
fore the runners come in, people
have been massed along the read
trving to hold a vantage point from
/which they can see the last spurt.
§Stands for coffee, waffles, and hot
'dogs are evervwhere, and the ven-
'ders of souvenims do a luerative bu-
' siness.

Meanwhile, radio reports from
the control stations enliven the hours
. of waiting. The times of the runnars
are pested on huge bulletin boards,
{while the loud speaker is bellowing
forth details and funny stories cf the
race. Interest is at the boiling point,
and to the victorious rurner the last
few kilometers of a course lined with
people form a veritable Via Trium-
phalis. The goal is at the foot of the
bronse statue of Gustaf Vasa model-
ed by the painter Anders Zorn, him-
self a native of Mora where he lived
and .worked the greater part of his
life. Here are also tribunals for the
press and guests of hanor.

In the race the contest has been
terrific. In the beginning a few
yeung hotspurs tried to take the
lead, but soon had to slacken their
fuious speed as ore by one the really
big ski-runners glided past them.
Gradually a select little troop has
been formed within which we may
be sure the winner will be found.
One after another has had to give
up because of fatigue or injury to
hands or feet in the rough course,
but the rest are pressing on:...

The distances between the run-
ners increase, and at last there i
one in the lead straining toward the
goal alone over the last gruelling
miles and kilometers. Those who
crowed around the goal begin to hear

allowed to interfere with the ﬂiﬂ-’i a murmur of voices from the distance

portant fitness.
On the @ay of the start everybedy
i up betimes — before sunrise -—

one must expect wet snow in the
middle of the day, no matter how
cold it is in the morning, and much
i on the condition of the skis.
All eat a hearty breakfast to prepare
‘themselves for the bout. _

At seven the signal is given for
and as the shot is fired or

forward in
best
rate

Yold red belfry of rough-hewn tim-
-ber."l'hereheismetbyngidin'the”

lowered, the long line of]

{goal beneath a portsl

as those farther out along the course
catch sight of the runners. Then Le
‘himself comes into view on the ice
of the Dal River. With every musc'e
tense he leans on his staves ani
pushes up the bank of the river, M'
Zorn's great house and studio, and
along the highway. A few hundred
meters more and he reaches the
bend of the road between the beauti-
ful white church of Mora and the

!

colorful festive dress of Mora. She
holds a huge laurel wreath which
she puts over his head, and with this
around his neck he passes to the
over which
can ‘be read the inscription: g
IN THE FOOTPRINTS OF THE

"FATHERS FOR FUTURE

.

o e Brgmre and $ha gTloae
% He is - ma'ive

ata i :
| the other winners haw
frem r Norrland, sorme

. of Lappland, a
one is a Lapp. t Alm and
Lindberg, winners in the first tue
‘races, are both from the little inlatd
village Norrsjo at a latitude of %
bout 65 degrees. John Lindgren, win.
ner in 1924, represents the coast city
of Umed at a latitude of 64 degre)-s.
At Cortina d’Ampezzo in the Italigp
Alps he won the long distance ra
over the best men cn the Continen

Sven Utterstrom won the Vasa 1
ce in 1925 and the Holmenkolle
race in 1929 and 1930, defeating t}
best men of Norway and Finland.
1928 he made as good time as H
lund, but the victory was awarde
to the latter. Utterstrém is from Re.
den, the fortress city near the narth
ermost tip of the Baltic at 66 de
grees latitude. Konrvad Peftersen, th:
‘victor cf 1927, is from the coast c.
ty Luled, not far from Beden. He &
blond giant who stands two meten
in height. A cantrast to him is the
wirner in 1929, J. A. Persson, a lit.
le Lapp who lives alone in a ko
and subeists on ‘hunting and fishia
in th primeval forests north of Ar
jeploug, at 66 degrees latitude. Wer
ner Lundstrém, the winner of 1920
is frem Arvidsiaur, also far up .ia
the northern forests. .

It should be roted that all the
places mentioned are on the same
latitude as Baffin's Land and cen
tral Alaska. although the climate i
much walmer. i

Skiing is practised by almost
everybodv in Swéden, and the out
put on skis may be as much as 10¢
000 in one vear. When, nevertheless
the Vasa Ski Race draws only a hun
dred participarts, it is because o
the elimination of the unfit. In this
race there iz a chance of victory ¢n-
Iv for the strongest. And this is as -
it should be. A great, occasion should
be commemorated by a great &
chicvement.

Var civilisations huvudfigurer.

(Forts. fr. sid 9.)

férpestas av smiiltverk, cementfabriker
och andra anliggningar.

William M. Burton, vilkens uppfin:
ningar pa distilleringsomradet mdojlig:
gjort var moderna oljereningsindustri. .

Charles Parsons. Den brittiske in
genjoren, som uppfunnit den revolutio-
nerande turbinen med hans namn. °

Robert A. Hadfield, den engelske me:
tallurgen, som uppf! viktiga stal

H. P. L‘uy‘ och en grupp vetenskaps-
miin vid Kansas-universiietet, som under
viirldskriget lyckades utdraga helium

Robert M. Yerkes, intelligens- och me-
- fader.
Clifford W. Beers, vars rin under
uppehall paA en sinnessvaganstalt ligge!
d fér den omfatande "menia
hygiene”-rorelsen. !
L. O. Howard, entomologisten

vart

bete riddat manga miljomer doile

for det amerikanska lantbruket.
George H. Shull, botanisten och majs

forddlaren. .

__John Mohler, mul- och Kkidvsjukdns

Marion Dorset, kemisten, som upp

funnit en metod fér immunmisering av
svin mot kolera.
" Pengaws suite St inve,
Vaktmistaren: — Nu har ni hallit
ph att telefonera i tva timmar.
| Den glade : —Ja, me:
‘héller pd att telefonera till mir
far for att {4 pengge att betala miz
. gkuld till er med. ' :
 Phkomstutstiillmingen.
r du silt migonting den hir vic

sommarkostymer otk




