Ce 0 > thor-
ich he lends his assist-
enterprises, and his
ttended with grati
the

is able manage

that
ment of
at the
prevailing
He is
commis-
Navy
be men-

tributes

nly
this ass ation
voiced the
itizens at large.
f the

dent

piiotage
of the
y it might
Fraser is-deepiy inter-
He is an
harbor commis~

mprevenent,
of the
ich lLe as the
ing with this important

ly.

regards

cutive Officers.
amb. on whose should-
he preliminary work of
has fallen, is well
it the province as the
J. Mining Record.
K. C., was formerly pre-
1d, was one of the
da in the Behring Sea
h sat here a few years
pently removed to Vie-
1z into law partnership
ibbert Tupper and dg-
pal of attention to min-
[IP. P., is well known as
of Atlin in the House,
int in the inter-
TS. s IFeather-
plee, Skinner and Gnif
b also efficient
executive,
[felt is istant
nby smelter at
ers of which i
that city asc
pn-existence of
formerly
Co. here.
ed is from Cariboo, and
ouch with the hydraulie
here.
en- wnother member of
ecutive of Vie-
tives in the local House,
introduction to Viec-

STS.
members
ass man-
Grand
stitution
s great
strikes
manager for

is one

K. C., of Nelson, has
pmber of the executive,
and the fact that he
of the principal mining
bvince making his coun-

of Victoria, has invest-
f capital in the mines
nd A. L. Belyea, K. C.,
Pen intimately identified
dustry, particularly in
spent some time,

n concludes the list of
S.

RITISH COLUMBIA.

prepared a
e on commerce of the
ited Ste in 1892,
body the necessity and
ppropriations recom-
gineors to build dams
resulting from natural
n, to rehabilitate the
ulic gold mining, and
event further injury to
brs of California. The
deductions reached by
‘tudy of the subiect is
v of the faet that nhe
a careful study of Bri
uvial gold deposits and
Fith those of the state
p to the conelusion that
riches excexd those of

statement

FTER, M.
iboo),

&

ks

#.

/!
/)
/

-

VICTORIA TIMES, TUESDAY, MAROCH 3, 1903.

¢he gold state of the Union in the propor-
tion of 10 to 1. 5

He urges in that report that “Gold is
(he life-blood of society. It is the
measure of all wealth and the medium

] exchanges. Its abundance is of
ital never-ending importance, and that
which has the most per cop'ta is
gest and most prosperous, for
wnds the labor, the produects and
{ alth of others.” Again, where all
other industries compete within them-
selves and against each ' other in the
stru to become wealthy and lessen
individual rewards as they grow, the
2old, silver and metal mining industries
stand by therselves as those which in
iheir extension increase individual re-
wards not alone of their followers, but
of the followers of all other industries.
They are the only industries that are
not competing producers, but, on the con-
trary, are competing consumers for all
the others.

“Clonsider the disturbance in our af-
fairs caused by a flow of fifty millions of
dollars of gold from New York to
Europe last spring, distributing and un-
b settling values and making money hard
to get. Consider if we had ten millidhs
® more coming- out of the earth every year
to meet just such drains, would not we
“be more assured of our prosperity, and

industry feel the addi-
would give and insure?”

It was estimated at that time that
in consequence of the hydraulic mines
of the state . being practically closed
down that a loss’ of $10,000,000 a year
was entailed.

Mr. Hobson's estimate of the values

‘ﬁ"(‘)nm not each
? bnal impulse that this®amount of gold

Bcontained in the auriferous gravels was

given as follows:

Yuba, American and Bear rivers.$452.6
Southern” TIvers: ... vececassopot &
Feather river .....

Upper Sacramento

$552,665,000

These figures are interesting when it
is considered that the same expert who
estimated these as the available wealth

#of alluvial deposits in California places

§

#had expended $
soquipping. and $

(R'dm'eloplng the property.

the riches of British Columbia ten times
as high as these.

In reaching that conclusion Mr.. Hob-
son was not making a haphazard guess
at the question. In 1892 he had visited
Caribep.and Cassiar at the invitation of
several: offi s of the C, P. R to investi-
gate those sections of the country as a
field for. deep placer mining. His esti-
mate of the resources was gained then.

The Cariboo Hydraulic Mining Co.
afford an example of what extensive
hydraulic mining would mean in that
country. Manager Hobson gives the fol-
lowing fignres as to the expenditure
made by that company in eleven years:
In equipment $1.900,000 had been invest-
-ed. They hal uncovered $1.077,000 in
gold, all of which had been put back in
The Horsefly
controlled by the same parties,
0,000 in opening and
80,000 had been uncov-

Company,

ered.

Some ‘idea of the importance of these
mining operations is shown by -the sum-
mary of supplies purchased by the Cari-
boo Consolidated Company. These were
@annually about as follows: Potatoes,
60,000 pounds; turnips, 20,000 pounds;

arrots, 10.000 pounds; beans, 5,000

s: flour, 30,000 pounds; oats, 60,-
bran, 10,000 pounds; hay, 70,000
unds: beef, 25600 pounds; mutton,
,000 pounds; pork, 14,000 pounds; but-

r, 3,500: pounds.

The annual wages amounted to  from
60,000 to. $70,000. The expense for
eanisters had amounfed to from $25,000
o $35,000. For miscellaneous stores, in-
luding hardware purchased in Victoria
nd Vancouver, io $60,000. For ex-
lor Fes from $30,000 to $50,000 had
een spent, .

PRE S

HE CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION.

The California Mining Association,
n which the provincial organization
_modelled in nro small degree, was

pought into existence in the fall of
© Among those miost instrumental
its initiation were J. B. Hobson, Hon.

mcob H. Neff, who is now lieutenant-

vernor of California, and D, W. Lu-
k, of the Placer County Bank,

@ meeting was held at Auburn and

perfected for- the gathering to-

er of a representative convention in

Francisco. At that . meeting over

delegates were present.* The

leme was received as enthusiastically

it has been welcomed by the people

. British' (Columbia. A permanent or-

£ ganization was effected, which has ever

since been an active factor in the min-
g life of that state,

Among other things the California as-
scciation was instrumental in persuad-
ing the state legislature to rrovide the
tate mining bureau, which has done

uch to advance the interests of the

dustry.

If secured the passage of the Caminetti

ct, under which over four hundred li-
enses have been granted, permitting

ines to work which otherwise would

Thave remained idle.

It has secured an appropriation of
800,000 from .the Federal and State
vernment to build dams to hold back
lebris in the Yuba river, and prevent

@ the inundafion of the valleys and the

ities adjacent thereto. In  this way

draulic mining, which had been out-
lawed by the courts; was rehabilitated
and a great increase made in the gold

# production of the state.

It protested against and prevented the
patenting of millions of acres of land to
the land-grant railroads, until the char-
acter. of the land can be determined by
an impartial jury. Thus were millions
of acres retained for the miner which
wonld otherwise have passed into the
hands of corporations,

The association collected and installed
hengive mineral exhibits on the
ns of three great expositions, The

ornia. Midwinter Imternational Ex-
tion, 1893-4; the Golden Jubilee
ning Fair in 1898, and the Paris Ex-
1, 1960. The' first two were

- in charge: of the agents of the
intion, and were the .means of
tine vast amounts of capital to this
. and reviving the mining industry,
h \at time was in a very stag-

t ion.. The Paris BExposition
< encounraged and stimulated by the
<ciation, inasmuch as the sitate ap-
riation was raised- $10.000 by the
< 0f its officers, to aid the mmerz:l

The association has had” 9,000 mem-
Lers in the past, each paying $1 a year
membership.

Its officers and committeemen have

worked untiringly and incessantly for
the benefit of the industry, and all for
public-spirifed reasons, as not one of
the officens or committeemen ever re-
ceived a dollar for his services until
two years ago, when a salary was voted
to the secretary. It is for this reason
that the California Miners’ Association
earned the support and endorsement of
every miner ahd mining man in Cali-
fornia. ‘

In 1899 the members of the American
Institute, of Mining Engineers were
brought to California, and at that time a
volume, *California Mines and Miner-
als,” was published. This effort of the
associafion has been’ the means of di-
recting the investment ~ of 'a large
amount of capital in Californa, in sev-
eral instance the investment being made

through the officers of the association.

It has published and spread broad-
cast over the entire English-speaking
world, literature advertising the great
mineral wealth of the state. It has se-
cured the passage of many amendments
to mining laws, and the enacting of new
laws benefiting the mineral industry, and
has used ifs inflaence to prevent the en-
actment of laws detrimental to- the in-
dustry, It wag thje first organization in
the United States to urge thé creation

.of a department of mines and . mining,

with a-secretary who shall be a member
of the President’s cabinet, and it pro-
poses, to urge this matfer until the de-
partment is estiblished.

It was the first to bring the light and |
agitate the great questions of the con-
servation and storage of flood waters, |

CHINESE CHEAP LABOR.

KAFFIR LOAFER:

“GREAT SCOT T, BAASS, RATHER THAN THAT

I'LL WORK!”
(Mr. Chamberlain’s speech on Chinese Immijgration has: already aroused the so-

called “working man’’ in the Transvaal.)

—Pall Mall Gazette.

THEY ENDORSED
SANDON PROPOSALS

MINING ‘MEN DO NOT
SHIRK A FAIR TAX

Committee Appointed by Provincial As-
sociation to Consider Disputes Be-
tween Capital and Labor.

Important Declaration by Col. Prior —
Result of Convention’s Delibera-
tions To Day.

-—

| Knotty Question of Excluding Labor

Problems From Business of Meet-
" ings Fully Discassed.

(From Friday’s Daily.)

. Yesterday afternoon the Provincial
Mining Association upon assembling at
3 o’clock took up the question of the sil-
ver-iead industry. The resolutions
adopted by those attending the Sandon
convention were unanimously endorsed.
The convention also put itself on record,
upon a metion introduced by S. 8. Tay-
lor, K. C., of Nelson, as not being op-
posed to a fair system of taxation being
enforced in connection with the mining
industry. This was done in order that
the resolution favoring the abolition of
the 2 per cent. tax might not be con-
strued as an expression of a desire on
thé part of the mining interests of the
province to awid fair taxation, Smith
Curtis, M. P. R, followed this with a
resolution favoring the imposition of a
tax upon the profits of the mines, which
was carried by a large majority.

A committee of ten, consisting of five
representatives of labor and five of
capital, was assigned the duty of devis-
ing the means of settling disputes be-
tween labor and capital, The committee,
it was recognized, had an arduous task
before them.

Another motion to urge upon Sir Wil-
frid Laurier the advisability 05 creating
a portfolio of mines in the Federal cab-
inet was laid over for discussion this
morning.

The business of the convention was
otherwise taken up with matters relating
to the organization of the association and
the transaction of the business of the
convention.

Upon resuming jbusiness esterday
afternoon the resolution respecting the
silver-lead question was first taken up
upon the following resolution, moved by
T. Dunn, Vancouver:

That this convention, assembled at Vic-
toria, heartily endorse the resolutions pass-
ed by the silver-lead miners at Sandon on
the 10th December, 1902, and that a copy
of this resolutiom be telegraphed to the
Dominion ministers at Ottawa.

At a meeting of the silver-lead mine own-
ers of East and West Kootenay, held at
Sandon, British Columbia, on December
10th, 1902, the following resolution was
presented by J. L. Parker, and -carried
unanimously:

Resolution.

1. Whereas tae silver-lead industry of
British Celumbia, notwithstanding the
usual richness of the ore, the proved con-
tinuity of the veins, and the favorable
ndtural conditions of mining in the prov-
ince, is, and for some time has been, in a
declining condition, which, if not amelior-
ated, will end in total stagnation; and

2. Whereas toe lead mining camps of the
United States, and particularly those in
the adjoining state of Idaho, are, and for
yvears have been, enjoying great prosperity,
due to a protective. tariff conserving the
home “market; and

3. Whereas the silver-lead mining indus-
try has been for some years of aational im-
portanée, and, unless allowed tb decline,
will speedily attain to a much greater de-
gree of importance, benefiting by its in-
creasing expenditures ine trade and ad-
vancement of both Eastern and Western
Canada; and

4. Whereas our domesiic market for the

i 'On

maraifactared products of lead is chiefly

} supplied' from the products of ores mined

in Mexico and Europe, where the labor cost
of preoduction is much lower than in this
country, a condition of affairs permitted
by the wholly inadequate protection aiford--
ed by the existing tariff, while the prices
of white lead, lead pipe, sheet lead and
shot, "in the Dominion of Canada, are ap-
proximately equal to the prices charged for
the same commodities in the United States,
all to the detriment of the producers, con-
sumers and ¢ransporters of lead in this
country; and

5. Whereas, under the existing tariff, lit-
tle or no protection is afforded to the lead
producing industries, whilst adequate pro-
tection is afforded to all other industries of
equal importance known to us; and

6. Whereas these conditions result in the
exportation of a preponderance of our crade
ore 'and bullion, the former to American
smelters and the latter to the markets of
the world; there to enter into competition
with the products of cheap Kuropvean and
Mexican labor, and the surplus product of
the protected lead industry of the United
States.

7. Therefore we, the silver-lead miners of
the East and-West Kootenay districts of
British Columbia. in convention assembled,
do hereby recommend and respectfully urge
the enactment of a Tariff Act which will
afford ample protecl.on to.the producers,
manufacturers and transporters of lead,
thereby creating and fostering a new and
expansive home industry calculated to bene-
fit all classes by the stimulation of ha-
tional trade and commerce.

Having in view the interests of ‘the pro-
ducers, manufacturers and consumers of
lead, we would recommend a duty equal
to that imposed by the United States, viz.:

On lead in ores, 11 cents per pound.

On lead in bullion, pigs, bars, and old
lead, 2% cents per pound.
lead “in sheets, pipe, shot, etc., 2%
cents .per pound. )

On white lead, ete., 2% cents per pound.

On all other products of lead as provided
ix&nthe Dingley Tariff Act of July 24th,

Provided always that If at any time it
shall be proved that a combination has been
formed for the purpose of unduly increas-
ing the charges made for smelting lead ores
produced in Canada, or for refining or mar-
keting lead bullion, or if charges for smelt-
ing-and refining in Canada is proved exor-
bitant. then the Governor-General in coun-
cil may at his discretion permit the admis-
sion into Canada of lead bullion smelted
and refined, or smelted or refined in foreign
countries, from Canadian lead ores, upon
payment of an ad valorem duty of 15 per
cent. upon the cost of such smelting and re-
fining.

8. And the secretary is hereby instructed
to forward copies of the feregoing reselu-
tions to the Sengtors and members of the
Dominion parliament, representing British
Columbia, with the request that they pre-
sent the same. to the Federal government
as a memorial with their endorsement.

LOUIS PRATT,
Secretary Silver-Lead Mine Owners' Meet-
ing, Held  at Sandon, B. C.,. December

10tn, 1902,

J.-B. Hobson, in seconding the motion,
said Be was in favor‘of protecting the
lead industry. He would go farther than
the resolution. He would support a
motion favoring the imposition of a duty
upon- all lead in‘articles imported. - This
would apply even to the tins containing
fruit. He believed in' proteeting every
mineral interest in the province, '

The ‘motion‘carried unanimously.

A. L. Belyea, for the committee on
resolutions, stated that the committee
found it impossible to deal with all the
subjects coming before it. He suggested
that a committee be appointed to deal
with questions relating to placer mines
so as to relieve the committee on resolu-
tions somewhat,

This was aceording done, and a com-
mittee congisting of Messrs. Hobson,
Dunn, Hopp, Moliun and Loveridge was
appointed.

A. St. George Hamersley, Vancouver,
pointed to the importance of this. He
favored the delegates interested in placer
mining meeting together. The com-
mittee of five appointed could meet with
all the delegates representative of placer
interests.

Chairman Keen said the matter could
well be left to the committee, which
wpuld deal with this in a satisfactory
manner.

Mr. Taylor presented the following re-
solution. seconded by Clive Phillipps-
Wolley:

Resolved, That with respect to the reso-
lution passed this morning dealing with
the abolition of the ‘‘two per cent, tax,”
this convention shall not be understood as
being opposed to a fair and equitable taxa-
tion of the mining industry.

Mr. Taylor urged that it was import-
ant that this matter should be disposéd
of at once. It was impossible to get it
through the resolution committee in time
to serve the purposes intended. Those
representing mining interests were not
objecting to fair taxation. {Applause.)
He pointed out that a resolution suech as
that carried would be turned down by
the legislature. If a' mine was worth
$5,000 it snrely should bear a part of the
taxation. He approved with the resolu-
tion, which said that the 2 per cent. tax
was unjust. But he did not believe in
saying that there should be no taxation.

He believed this resolution. would meet

of the morning favored the abolition of
the 2 per cent. tax. The act simply was
a substitute for a tax on real property.
In abolishing that tax they might be

.brought back to a tax upon machinery.

Clive Phillipps Wolley said the reso-
lution this morning was against unjust
taxation, not against - taxes. People
were opposed to a privileged class. The
people of British Columbia would not
stand for what they would regard as a
privileged class: The Mining Association
represented great interests. They did
not represent the voting power, however.
They would gain by getting the support
of the farmer and establishing the fact
that no attempt-was being made to shift,
burdens’ upon his shoulders,

Dr, Sinclair, Rossland, held that if
business was to be undone in this way
they would accomplish nothing. Opposi-
tion should be brought up when a .ques-
tion was before the gatherinfi. The con-
vention would stultify itself if this motion
was carried. The Mining Association
would look to the interests of all. If the
farming interests were to be oppressed
the association wculd put its foot down
onvit. It was the duty to protect the
mining interests in this province,

Mayor Burrell, Grand Forks, support-
ed the resolution, and was opposed to
what Dr. Sinclair had said. (Applause.)
This resolution was intended to show
that no attempt was to be made to shift
the taxes upon any one else.

D. W. Higgins, Victoria, said in voting
for the resolution in the morning he
thought he was voicing the sentiments
of the citizens of Victoria. He agreed
with the resolution which showed that
the mining interests were prepared to
take their part in supplying the revenues
of the province. The mining men were,
he pelieved, the readiest contributors to
the revenues of the province. He sup-
ported the resolution. Victoria was fast
becoming a mining centre, It was the
centre of a rich mining eccuntry.  The
province required a steady investment of
capital. )
that they could get returns for their in-
vestment. Other interests should be pM-
tected, however.

A. C. Galt, K. C., Rossiand, said that !

he did not think any mine owners be-
lieved that in asking the repeal of the 2
per cent tax that they were seeking to
avoid taxation. (Hear, hear.) 'The min-
ing men, independent of the 2 per cent.
tax, paid heavily to the revenue. As an
instance of this with a population like
they had in Rossland, where the city.de;
pended altogether upon the few mined,
all the taxes paid came iudirectly from
the mines. BEven if no substitute wgre
provided for the 2 per -cent. tax ‘the
mines would indirectly be still ‘heavily
taxed. Thére would be “no privileged
class creatéd in this way. -

Cries of “"Question.”

Smith Curtis, M. P. P., rose to speak,
but the eries of “Question” continued.

Mr. Curtis persisted in his attempt to
be'heard, but the chairman called his at-
tention to the fact that he was runping
against the will of the meeting.

The vote being taken the motion car-
ried.

BE. A. Haggen, Rossland, moved tlie
following resolution:

That it is desirable, in view of the great
and increasing importance of the mining
industry . in Canada, . that a separate port-
folio of mines Le established at Ottawa, in
order to assist in promoting the uevelop-
ment of the mineral resources of the Do-
minion, and that copies . of.this resolution
be forwarded to Sir Wil ™d Laurier and
members of the Senate and -Commens,. re-

presenting this province, with theé request |
‘that they give thélr support to this pro-:

posal.

In supporting the resolution he urged
that it would be to the permanent bene-
fit of British Columbia and Canada as
a whole if such a portfolio was created.

Mr. Higgins seconded the motion,

C. H. Lugrm and H. Smith moved
that the consideration of the resolution
should be postponed until to-moiTow
morning in order that the members
might think over the matter,

Dr. iSinclair held that the people had
been knocking at the door of the Domin-
ion House for years for their rights. The
province asked that it be given a fairer
share of the revenue contributed to the
Domipion finances. D

Capt. Livingston Thommpson rose to a
point of order urging that Mr. Lugrin’s
motion be voted upon.

The motion carried, and the debate
was postponed.

Smith Curtis and F. W. Rolt, Ross-
1\nd, moved the following resolution:

Mhat, in the event of the repeal of the
two:per cent. mineral tax, this convention

suggdsts and endorses as a proper basis ‘for |’
tcould Pe done by attention from

the taxation of working mines, that a fair
tax be‘levied upon the-profits or aividends
pald to the owners of such mines.

In supporting the resolution, Smith
Curti$ said that he was not sure that
the legislature would not like to know
what the association would suggest in
place of the 2 per cent. tax. This pro-
pesal of his would give the legislature
no exeuse for not acting. He pointed
out that the fax on the output of the
mines for the first few years was really
a tax upon ecapital, The profits went
back into the mines for the first year. If
that went back into the mines it was for
the purpose of making the profits greater
in the future. Therefore the govern-
ment would reap a better return later
on.
revenue. In the southeastern portions
of the country were vast areas of coal
and petroleum. If these were developed
the income would be sufficient for all
needs. The principle of the resolution
embodied the only correct basis for tax-
ation of the mines.

The resolution carried by a very large
majority.

Senator Reed, for the committee on
constitution and by-laws, asked to be al-
lowed until 11 o’clock to-day ‘before
making a report.

On mofion of J. W. Bolden, Victoria,
snd ‘Mr. Hamersley,. the following
resolution was introduced:

That a committee of ten be appointed to
consider the best method of settling dis-
putes between capital and labor, and re-
port.

Mr. Galt held that the commitiee on
constitution and by-laws might deal with
this subject, and fhe matter might be
delayed until this report was received.

The resolution, after some little dis-
cussion, was carried, and the following
committee was appointed: 3

Representing labor—J. W. Bolden, Vic-
toria; Britfon Duke, Rossland; Wm.
McAndrews, Kaslo; Hugh Dixon, Fer-
nie, and Mr, Emery. Pepresenting ‘¢api-
tal—W. A. Gaunce, Greenwood, “J. H.
Brownlee, Atlin; Clive Phillipps-Wolley,
Saanich; (W. S. Drewery, New pfn’vgr,

with the approval of ail. The resolution { 53ng J. H. Tonkin, Fernie.

The government was'not short of |

e

5

=

Upon the appoinment of the commit: |
tee the chairman pointed out to them in
the gravesf manner the importance of
their duty. He concluded by stating:
“If you do your work well your names
will go down to posterity as benefactors
of your country; if not well done—well
the Lord help you.” |

On motion of F. Richards, Vancouver,
a resolution was passed appointing a
committee to consider resolutions af-
fecting quartz miners.

On motion of Messrs, Galt and Taylor
the motion was rescinded, it being point-
ed out that such a commiftee took the
work out of the hands of the commit-
tee on resolutions.

Mr, Higgins asked that Mr, Malkin, !
of .the chamber of mines, should address
the meeting, -

Mr. Malkin, representing the Cenfral !
Canada Chamber of Mines, urged upon
those present the importance of the
chamber which he represented. He had
been a member of the Johannesburg
Chamber of Mines and recited the work
done by that organization which had the
confidence of the stfock exchanges in all
the capital . cities of Burope. He ad-|
vised organizing along lines which would
be in sympathy with the Central Can-
ada Chamber of Mines,

Upon’ opening this morning the Pro-
vincial Mining Association received from
the resolution committee the report that
the following tesolutions be considered:

Resolved, That the collection by the gov- |
ernment of dues in respect of timber and |
cordd\vocl)d u&;edlbiy the owner upon minesi
and mineral claims: for mining purposes
shﬁuldlbe discontinued. i

esolved, That the code signals for mine
hoisting be repealed. i

That the Boiler Inspection Act is produc-
tive of great hardship, and that the legisla-
ture be urged to amend the same as fol-
lows:

1. To reduce the present excessive fees
So that the same may conform to those pre-
vailing in the other provinces. y

2. Conformity with the general practice

t must be shown to capitalists .

in the ‘other provinces and to accept the
certificate of reputable Boiler Insurance
Companies. £

3. The present rules adopted for calcu-
lating the strength and safe working pres-
sures of boilers are unusually and unneces-
sarily severe, and -these' rules - should be
altered to conform to general eangineering
usage -in Canada and the United States.

Resolved, That it is the opinion of this
convention that the law relating to free
miners’ certificates should be amended, so
their faliure to keep up a free miner's cer-
tificate shall not work forfeiture of rights
acquired under it
_Resolved, That for the purpose of taxa-
tion crown granted mineral claims should
be -plafed in the same position as otheér
minergl claims, and tfat the exemption
from fhe tax imposed By section 145 of the
Mineyal ‘Act should be extended  to all
grm} of crown gramted elaims, upon any
})‘l‘m'tolfe “\{nhllle"e cl:;im? jhe va%s.vzfs)me‘xllg work
f) By e g \:»ygjuuy aye Leen per-

H
+. The report:,,{:,xs adopted.

The chaiman announced .that the
Premier was in the room, and asked it
it was the wish of the meeting to hear
him. (Applause.)

Premier Prior said it was not neces-
sary for a man to work in a mine to
take an interest in the mining industry.
Mining was the industry of this pro-
vince, He was sorry there was a de-
pression in tt at the present time. After
the deliberations of the meeting he ex-
pected to gee a boom in mining.

He and his colleagues welcomed the
| association. It was a difficult matter for
a government to decide what was best.
He hoped that the convention at its ¢on-
clusion would be prepared to make re-
{ commendations to the government, *

He was opposed to the 2 per cent, tax,
because it was not an equitable tax, But
the trouple was to get & substitute.
There was danger of the government put-
ting on another tax, which would not be
fair. He hoped that the convention
would give the government the advan-
tage of their counsel, and thus avoid this
danger. If not the government wguld
endeavor to put a more equitable tax
on. (Applause.) v

On motion the following substitutions
in the list of delegates were made: Mr.
Spicer, for N. 8. Clarke; Henry Croft;
for J. H. McGregor, and Mr. Bamfield,
for Mr. Sweeney.

Mr. Haggen’s motion in favor of the
establishment of a portfolio of mines at
Ottawa was thereupon taken up.

C. H. Lugrin explained that he did not
believe the passing of a resolution was
nearly as forcible as it would be if ac-
companied by a full discussion. He was
in favor of the resolution. He paid a
high tribute to the mineral resources of
the Dominion. The agricultural re-
sources were important, but they did not
cover the widespread area of the min-
eral resources. - The advances made in
agricultyre in the past showed . ¥hat
the
Dominion government. Much had been'
done for it, and if the mineral depart-
ment was taken up as the agricultural
department had been much might be
done for the improvement of conditions,

While Sir John Maecdonald had been
opposed to the establishment of a bureau
of mines, yet the times had changed
since then, and the development which
had followed now called for the estab-
lishment of a portfolio.

Dr. Sinclair contended that they were
asking in this motion for something out-
side the duty .of the government. The
B. N. A. Act referred the question of
mines to the provinces. They were ask-
ing the Dominion government for some-
thing they were not able to answer. He
did not believe they could expect to get
such a portfolio. The Territories were
the only places where such a minister
could have jurisdiction. The Yukon
alone would be under the control of such
a- minister. Would the government be
ready to open a portfolio of such? He
opposed the resolution solely upon the
ground that they were asking something
unconstitutional.

Mr. Haggen, producing a copy of the
B. N. A. Act, defied the Doctor to show
anything in it which conflicted with his
resolution.

Cries of “Questipn.”

The motion was carried.

W. G. Gaunce, Greenwood, moved
that the resolutions referred to in the re-
port of the committee on resolutions
should  be considered seriatim. The
motion carried.

It was thereupon moved by Dr. Sin-
clair and Mr. Hobbes, of Ferguson, that
the first clause in the repcrt be taken up.

Clermont Livingston moved in amend-
ment that the motion be made to apply
to timber used by smelters also.

W. F. Fullerton thought that a coal
eémpany upon a paying basis should pay
something in connection with the timber
it used.

Capt!:Livingston Thompson thought
they' required explanation of how the

’mo'rvgré of ' this motion meant to compen-

sate for the loss of revenue by such a
motion. They had had an example of
that error yesterday, when a motion
favoring- the abolition of the 2 per cent. '
tax had been altered in the afternoon.

Dr. Sinclair thought the government
should be left to devise a remedy. They
were here to aid the mining industry.
The government should find how the
losses could be made up. He appreciated
the difficulty of the government in doing
50.

Clive Phillipps-Wolley pointed = out !
Fhat the farmers would not stand for any !
increase in taxes. It was understood |
that the convention was called to tell the |
politicians what they ought to do. It |
was not fair to ask for the removal of !
taxes, and not give the advantage of
their experience to the legislators in the.
way of proxiding a substitute. |

A. C. Galt held that the resolution |
took the position that the government
had no right to coilect stumpage dues on
mineral claimg. The government had no
right to the @ues collected according ta |
law. The resolution simply jogged the !
attention of the government to the ille-
gality of their actions. They were not
asking the removal of a tax.

A. S. Emery, Victoria, contended that ,
the resolution would allow the indiserim- |
inate use of timber on mineral claims,
and, therefore, he would oppose it. Thae |
royalty paid upon timber was unfairly i
applied.

A. C. Flumerfelt contended that §
clause existed in the laws which gava
the government the right to levy the tax |
upon the timber. 'That had been demon |
strated to him by the commissioner of
lands and works. He had been forced ta
pay dues upon timber which had not
been used by him, but only to clear the ‘
land. The minister had no alternative in
the matter.

Mr. Galt explained that a time-honor
ed law was in force, by which the owners
of mines and mineral claims were ex- |
empt from dues for timber off their min-
eral claims. The government had simply
to instruet their collectors not to collect
these dues provided for in the latter acts,
whieh might conflict with this.

Mr. Hodge held there were grievances
in connection with this. He did not
think there could be much opposition to

the resolution. |

Mr. McMilian also spoke in favor of
the resolution. He explained to the
farming interests that the mining men
were not opposed to paying fair
reasonable -taxes. In the interior there
would be no farming were it not for the
mining interests.

Judge Townsend, Rossland, held that

in instances mines had had their timber ;

sold right, off their claims, and when re-
quired there was no timber for use.
_..J. Bl Hohson showed that an hydraulic
miner had to pay dues for the removal of :
every stick of timber. An hydraulic |
miner could not work without clearing |
the iand. In Cariboo if they burned the
timber on the land they did not pay any-
thing, but if they used it for making
sluiee boxes or any other uses they were
taxed, It was unfair therefore.

A. L. Belyea replying to C. Phillipps-
Woiley said that the farmer had not to |
pay for the wood cut by him on his own
farm. Would that be fair? (A voice:
“He does pay.”) 3

Mr. Belyea contended that if he did it
was wrong, and the farmer should be re-
lieved from this as well as the miner,
(Applause.)

Jos. Hunter, M. P. P., trged that in
keeping with that resolution a miner
might go into the public lands and take
timber for his own use. (Cries of “No.”)

The chair:ran suggested that the reso-
lution relate to “upon his mineg and
mineral claints” so as to avoid misunder-
standing.

The first resolution "was finally adopt-
ed in the following: )

Resolved, That the collection .by the gov-
ernirent of dues in respect of timber and
cordwood cut and used by the owner“upon

his own mines and mineral claims for min-
ing purposes should be discontinued.

Judge Townsend introduced a motion
to do away with the code of mine
signals.

Mr. Seaman, Rossland, held that the
code of signals in force was the safe-
guard of the workmen. It would mean
that every engineer would have his own
code, and in ease of changes some ‘poor
workman would pay for the mistake with
his life. A uniform eode of signals ex-
isted for ships. 'Would they favor let-
ting every master adopt his own rules?

W. H. Davidson, Slocan, said the
working- miner had enough to contend
with. ‘The continual changes in the
codes would result in danger.

E. B. Kirby, in seeonding the resolu-
tion, said that  the: signal code was

| made to protect the men who

| reason why the

{ amendment,

i and advice from both

and J

years’ experienice, held that a code of
signals was necessary in order to protect
the lives of miners. - If this eode was
not perfect a more perfect one ghould be
risked
their lives below ground.

A. B, Howse, Kaslo Lake, said that
Mr. McBride, ex-minister of mines, had
told him that that law was framed after
most careful consideration. Thirteen
thousand copies of the draft code was
sent to unions, etc. The only amend-
ments suggested where those of E. B.
Kirby himseelf,

Mr. Gaunce held fhat lives should be
regarded as sacred,

Mr. Kirby explained that the signal
code had been adopted against his ad-
viee, and that every effort had been
made by himself and the British Colum-
bia mine owners against it. This had
been fully explained in a newspaper con-
troversy.

Britton Duke, Rossland, said that the
mine owners were
against a code of signals was because
they wished to expedite work. But life
should not be risked in order to expedite
matters. He advocated leaving the code

. alone, unless a subsfitute were given

them, .

Smith Curtis, M. P. P.,
seconded by F.
Rossland, the following:

Th'ﬂ? the government be urged to im-
mediately obtain all necessary information
miners and mine
owners to amend the code of mine signals
so as to make it as perfect and safe as

in
Rolt,

moved
wW.

| possible.

Mr. Rolt contended that as there was
considerable difference of opinions, it
wag desirable that justice should be
done fo all.

The mover and seconder agreeing that
the original motion be withdrawn, the

| meeting granted leave and the amend-

ment was carried as a substantive reso-
lution,

The meefing then adjourned to meet
again at 2.30 this afternoon.

The convention has mow decided te
Lold two sittings each day until the
cenclusion  of the convention, The

| morning sitting will open at 9 o’cloek

| and another one will be held at 8§
o'clock in the evening. This will leaver
the afternoon free for committees to get
in their work.

| The chairman hag been presented with
a gavel, consisting of an eightt pound
siedge hammer given by one of the dele-
gations from the up counfry.

The placer mining committee worked
until near midnight last evening, and
have been . busy again to-day getting
| their, demands ready for the convention.
{‘The list of recommendations is a long
one.

“The reception commiftee in this city,
representing the citizens and the local
mining association, contemplate taking
the delegates for a drive around by Oak
Bay and ‘Dallas road to-morrow,

A resolution will be presented to the
convenfion wurging that as the Alaska
boundary question is one of great im-
portance to this province, that it be
urged that British Columbia be repre-
sented at the meeting of the commis-
sion dealing with it,

Vancouver delegates are trying to ar-
i range to have delegates allowed to stop

off in that city for a few days on theirm
way home. S

{From Saturday’s Daily.)

The Provincial Mining Associafion ha#
l»proved to-the public mind that it is here
to transact business. Yesterday after-
ncon the conventyon occupied the great
part of the fime in a discussion of the
constitution as brought in by the cem-
mittee appointed for that purpose. Im
that connection the knetty question of
how far (he association should go im
dealing - with questions affecting labor
came up, and was.very fairly discussed
by the members presenf. In Chairman
Keen, of Kalso, the convention has =a
mode] presiding officer, who has all along
kept the members well down to business
and materially assisted in the dispateh
of work,

Upon assembling jn the afternoon am
invitation’gwas extended to the citizens
of Victoria to attend the meetings of the
convention.

The resolution respecting boiler inspee-
tors, as contained ‘in the report of the
committee on resolutions, was, on me-
tion, after some little discussion, referred@
back to the committee again for con-
sideration,

On motion of A. C. Galt, Rossland,
and Mr, Loveridge, Aftlin, the following
resolution was introduced as recom-
mended by the committee: .

“That owners of Crown granted min-
eral claims sold for taxes should have
the same rights of redemption for six

adopted about two.years ago. It had‘
caused a great deal of trouble to those |
in charge. It was a question much like !
that incurred in the running of railway
trains. The mining companies were
anxious to avoid every accident in the
mines. It was a question of a heavy
lcss of money to them. The trouble
with the mining signal code was that a
code could mot be prepared which did
not work danger in some of those mines. ’
The governmenf had the right to aid in |
the protection of the employees. Thei
government’ should have taken the list
of accidents and after finding the cause
of these, legislate along these lines.
There wera few cases of accident ac-
cruing from mine signals, He did not
know of one accident which could have
been averted by a uniform system.
Signal bells might miss a stroke, the
engineer might not hear them, but the
absence of a code had never caused an
acc’dent. The code now in force was
not prepared by experts. It was a long
cumbersome code, and did not apply to |
many of the mines using it. He was
ot interested in impairing the safety of
the mines. Had he any objeet in view
in kiliing men? What was suited to a
large mine was unsuited to a small one.
He favored abolishing the code, but if
they did not abolish it he thought it
should be. amended by the government
after calling in experts.

H. Henderson, Pheenix, appeared for
the working miner. It was the lives of][
the workmen which were at stake, he |
said, in this matfer.

Mr. Seaman in explanation urged that,
if this code was a botch, as Mr. Kirby |
gaid it was, they wanted more bot(-ho:x;
Happily only one instance of a serious'
accident had taken place in the upper
country. That was due to the fact that |
a man in charge was nof fit to run al
wheelbarrow on the streets of Victoria. |

The mover, Judge Townsend, explain- |
ed that amendments were to be proposed |
to the code,

Frank Richards, Vancouver, favoredl
listening to the labor men on this point.

J. B. Hobson, as a- miner of -thirty «

 arranged by which

months as is accorded to all ‘other
owners of Crown granted or other lands
sold for taxes®

It was suggested that six months time
was not long enough for this right of
redemption to be open,

M. Lumberger, Grand Forks, thought
six months was long enough for any mam
to redeem his property.

Harry Smith, Duncans, held that they
had wasted a lot of time in needless
discussion of subjects. Six months
time was long enough in which to re-
deem property. :No one should be allow-
ed longer time, and thus keep capital
out of the country.

The motion was. carried.

The resolution relating to free miners’
certificates was introduced by C. H.
Lugrin and F. Richards. It was as fol-
lows:

“Resolved, that it is the opinion of this
convention that the law relating to free
miners’ cerfificates should be amended,
so their failure to keep up a free miner's
certificate shall not work forfeiture of

, rights required under it.”

Mr, Lugrin said he had introduced
this resolution at the suggestion of sev-
eral Victoria members of the associa-
fion who were not delegates, The ques-
tion <was simply one to protect the
interests of the prospector.

Mr, Skinner, Atlin, asked what would
be the use of getting a free miner’s H-
cense if this was carried.

The chairman explained thal in the
state of Washington a sliding scale was
companies’ licenses
were issued at a cost of $10 if taken gut
or. the 30th of June, and increased pay-
ment demanded if not taken out until
later. A fina was thus ‘mpesed.

H. Mortimer-Lamb suggested that
amendments be asked to the Mineral Aet,
so that failure to carry out the regula-
tions should not work forfeiture of min-
eral property. It was~unfair, he said,
to many men that forfeiture should be
the penalty for failure to carry out the
regulations. Many men in good faith
lost Their pronerty by the carelessness of
an agent. The mining recorder should




