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the expenenee of the European na-

SOClALISM

(By Irvin E. Klein.)

Lord Lansdowne’s ‘plea for peace
on the ground that military victory
over Germany is not worth the price
is of great significance. He is on€
of the foremost conservative politic-
ians of Great Britain and the spokes-
man for a powerful group of capi-
talists who now realize that the war
has become a boomerang to their in-
terests. The rapid growth of Social-
ism and the increasing power of la-
bor have filled theri hearts with fear.
The war is revolutionizing industry,
commerce, politics and our state of
society. Europe is in the grip of
state socialism and is about to enter
the next stage of evolution, demo-
cratic and scientific socialism.

On July 13, 1915, when the Social-
ist party was in despaig and dis-
heartened and became disorganized
because our comrades in Europe for-
got their internationalism and went
into the war, the writer contributed
an article to this paper, entitled,
“The War vs. Socialism,” wherein
he stated as follows: _

Many of the bourgeoisie and not
a few Socialists themselves believe
that Socialism has been dealt a .most
serious blow that will retard the
moyement for many years.. Still
more think that internationalism is
dead. To them I must say that their
attitude is supercritical, for the war
has given Socialism an impetus that
years and years of propaganda could
not produce. Socialism has proved
to be practical, and a step towards it
has been prepared. True, the step is
a step toward state Socialism, yet,
nevertheless, such a step is toward
the ultimate democratic and scien-
tific Socialism,

Three and one-half years of the

most terrible warfare in history cer-
tainly has proved this to be the case.
Combinations and trusts have grown
larger and more numerous. Indus-
try has been socialized and control
over it has been centralized in the
state, so that considerable waste and
inefficiency in production and dis-
tribution have been eliminated. The
control of the economic life of the
warring nations has been taken out
of the hands of private individuals
and placed in the hands of the gov-
ernment.

[Have the governments done . this
out of altristi¢ considerations? ' No.
They would be the last to interfere
with the business affairs of their
capitalists. The governments have
been compelled to do this through

economic necessity, in order to more

efficiently atiend to the needs of the
nations ‘and enable them to' emerge
victorious in the war.

* k%

Here we have a paradox. To pre-
serve itself, capitalism has been cbdm-
pelled to institute state Socialism,
which must negessarily lead to So-

cialism, which in turn w1ll destroy -

‘capitalism.

Even in the United States state
Socialism is making rapid strides. Its
development here has been retarded
owing to our lateness in entering
the war. Already ‘private control and
management of the basic industries
have been found to be incompetent.
The railroads are already in govern-
‘ment control The oil industry, the
“mines and all other essential indus-
tries will be taken over by the gov-
ernmenty as they were.in E.urope,
“but the process will be ‘hastened, -
for the . government will profit by:

here, the more farsighted of them—
for example, Charles Schwab . and
Frank Vanderlip, chairman of« the
American International Corporatiog
(the ']argest organization of its kind
in the  world)—have seen its inev-
itability. Some are eginning to feel
that it is necessary, for otherwise
the United States would be the only
great capitalist nation in the world
that has not passed into state Sos
cialism, which would mean that our
industrial system would be inferior
and less efficient than that of our
allies, and that our capitalists would
be at a serious disadvantage in the
compeiition for the trade of the
world after the war.

From an evolutionary viewpoint,
the development of state Socialism
is- highly desirable. The quicker it
grows, the sooner will we have So-

cialism. Temporarily, at least, it
will benefit tlle capitalist. The gov-
ernments will~ replace individual

capitalists in the competition for the
trade of the world. ‘Imperialism will
be more directly the concern of
these governments. This is evident
from the plans of the-allies as for-
mulated at the Paris economic con-
ferences, which have lajd the foun-
dation of the world trust. The whole
economic, industrial and military life
of 'the allies, and- we might practi-
cally say of the whole world, is de-
termined at these conferences. The
distribution of food, the determina-
tion of military tactics, the regula-
tion of shipping for all the allies to
cli’minate duplcation and waste, and
the elimination of strife and com-
mercial competition as much as pos-
sible are but a few of the many
things that have been undertaken, at
these conferences. With the coming
of the world trust capitalism has
passed from the-stage of national
competition for trade and markets
to internatiomal competition.
* * *

In previous wars capital was con-
sidered to beof primary importance,
with labor butof secondary import-
ance. To the capitalist mind labor
was simply @ “commodity to be
bought and sold. It had its price.
When labor was scarce its price was
high. When it glutted the market
its jprice was low. At no- time was
it gonsidered important enough to
be tonsulted as to the question of
decl¥ring war or making peace.

But this war has disillusionged the
capitalists. It is being waged upon
such a vast scale that the cost is
tremendous: Early in the war the
financial system was stretched to
the limit of safety. It was found to
be inadequate to fneet the situation.
The result was-that the rules of fin-
ance were thrown to the four winds
and _th?. banking industry was taken
over by the government, so that the
financiers ceased to be the import-
ant factor they were in previous
wars. £

To-day the war is being waged up-
on the product of labor. Instead of
the individual capitalists taking
over the surplus product”’of labor,
" the government takes it, and so be-
comes the exploiter. But the gov-
ernment does not keep the surplus
product. - This would be “confisca-
tion,” and, of course, capitahst gov-

ernments do not believe in donfig-—.

cating the profits of their capitalists ©
though they take a small portion in.:
the form of an income tax. The govs

ernments, therefore, give the capi; ;
tahéts credu» for he‘surpm pre-: -

5 promeu s to pay in the future. Al-

rcady purchases on. credit  have
grown so large that the war debts
of each nation are so stupendous as

to stagger the imagination.
i

" But, while the wai )
creased to enormous g

‘the wealth of the nation has n&'ﬁs
creased to any great extent, so mlfa

(Continued on Page 8).

LIBRARY OF

To unders{and modern- Socialism,
you must understand Evolution. So-
cialists predict the speedy end of the
capitalist system as a result of irres-
istible Natural Laws, the workings of
which have been studied for two gen-
erations since their discovery. Most
of the books in which these laws are
explained are too difficult to read and
too expensive to buy, except by the

SCIENCE FOR
- THE WORKERS.

leisure class.. That is why we have
used the’slender capital subscribed in
small sums by wage-workers to pub-
lish the most essential of the facts in

simple language at low prices. The
ten books here described will give you
a clear understanding of the grezt
p{'ocess in _which Socialism is: the
next step.

BOOKS IN PAPER COVERS.

Shop Talks on Economics. By Mary
Marcy. Marx’s theory of surplus
value put into short words and short
sentences in a way that makes the
'strongest kind of an appeal to the
wage- worker. Read this before start-
ing on Marx., 10 cents.

The Social Evil. - By.Dr. J. H. Greer.

Shows the economic reason for prosti-
tution, and why it is that nothing can
end it but Socialism. 10 cents.
'/ Marxism and Darwinism. By Dr.
Anton Pannekoek. Sﬂows the intimate
connection between the physical laws
discovered by Darwin and the social
laws discovered by Marx. 10 cents.

Revolution. By Jack London. A
stirring appeal to the workers of the
world to unite against capitalism. New
edition, large type, with attractive
cover design. 10 cents.

The Right to Be Lazy. By Paul
Lafargue. A powerful satire on the
profit system, reprinted from the
volume described on page Paper,
10 cents.

The Rights of the Masses, By George
D. Brewer. An effective propaganda
talk, addressed especially to working
people outside the large cities. 10
cents.

The Socialists, Who ,They Are and
What They Stand For, John Spargo.
Easy reading for beginners. 10 cents.

Socialism, Utopian and Scientific. By
Frederick Engels. Also published in
cloth. Paper, 15 cents. '

The Socialist Movement. By Charles
H. Vail. A condensed explanation of
the fundamental principles of Social-
ism; good for beginners, and especial-
ly for propaganda. in the country. 10
cents.

Socialist Songs “ith Music. Con-
tains all of William Morris’ songs and
many others, most of them set to old
and familiar tunes. 10 cents.

The Strength of the Strong. By Jack
London. A story of the cave people,
showing how an experiment in capital-
ism failed. Illustrated. 10 cents.

Value, Price and .Profit. By Karl
Marx, Also published in cloth. Papér,
10 cents.

Victims of the System. By Dorothy
Johns. What a Socialist woman saw
when locked in the Los Angeles  jail
during a free speech fight. 10 cents.

The War in Europe. By Clarence S.
Darrow. Original, startling, thought-
provoking. 10 cents.

M. Work. Also published in cloth.
Paper, 10 cents. - »

Why Catholic Werkers Should Be
Socialists. Bylurym Marcy. Shows
that the material interests of all wage-
workers are alike; whatever their re-
| ligion may be. 10 cents, ;

pose. By Robert Alexander Wason.
An ﬂluatrated mwasbook 10
cents. 4

What's So and What Isn’t. By John

The Wolves: A Fable With- a Pur- ‘

The Evolution of Man, By Wilhelm
Boelsche. Contains absolute proof of
the truth of Darwin’s theory of the
descent of man. Illustrated. 650 cents.

Life and Death. By Dr. E. Teich-
mann. A study. in biology, explaining
how and why life began and how the
life of each individual ends. 50 cents.

Germs of Mind in Plants. By R. H:
France. ‘A vemarkable work proving
that “mind” is not limited to man or
even to animai/s, but is found in plants
also. Illustrated. 50 cen1ts.

Human, Al Too Humah. By Fried-
rich Neitzsche. A study of human mo-
tives, showing the absence of “free
will” and the folly of orthodo_x the-
ology. 50 cents.

Science and Revolution. By Ernest
Untermann. A history of the growth
of the Evolution theory, showing how

at every step it was fought by the rul-
ing classes and welcomed by the
workers, 50 cents.

Social and Philosophical Studies, By |
The causes of belief
in God and the origin of abstract ideas
explained in a brilliant and convincing

Paul Lafargue.

way. b0 cents.

Evolution, Social and Organic. By
Arthur M. Lewis. A volume of popular
lectures in which the relation of the
Evolution theory to Socialism is fully

explained. 50 cents.

The ~Social Revolution. By Karl
Kautsky. This book 'is in two parts.
The first of these, “Reform and Revo-
lution,” explains why it is that So-
cialists call themselves revolutionists
and have mno use for reforms. The
second part, “The  Day After the
Revolution,” " answers many of the
questions constantly being asked as
to how the Socialists would carry on
industry and regulate social activities
if they came into power. 50 centss

Stories of the Cave People. By Mary
Marcy. A yolume of charming stories,
showing the development of primtitive
man from savagery to upper barbar-
ism through the evolution of crude
tools and weapons; first steps in shu-
man culture; sociology for young
folks. , Illustrated with original dra.w-
ings. = $1.00. i

The Revolution in the Baltle Prov. |
inces of Russia. Translated by B, O.
F. Ames. Sixteen illustrstions.m, 60,
cents. e

A Temarkable and isﬂc aecmg
of the Revolution in the Baltic :
inces and the oppressive me:
taken by the Russigne Gov
under Czarism to stamp out
ciglist apd Revolutionary mo
in the district. ;

Soclaliém and the Drfik
By Philp  Snowden, M.P,

' Ramsay




