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“While Karl Liebknecht, the most
_ prominent and outspoken leader of the
#nti-Government or revolutionary So-
eialists of Germany, who is under sen-
_ tence of impnnonmeut for four years
" and ome month @s the result of having
taken part in an anti-war. May Day
demonstration in Berlin, was awaiting®
trial last spring, he sent two letters to

" the military court handling his case, in
which he gave the reasons for his active
_opposition to the German Government
and explained what the cries of ‘‘Down
with the Government!’’ and ‘/Down
with the war!?’ heard at the May Day
meeting were intended to mean.

It was Liebknecht’s hope that these
Jetters, which are a splendid setting-
forth of the Internationalist point of

view, would eventually be read in' the
Bolcllltug and thus reach the masses of
the German people, but this wa# not

thie case. The lotters were placed be-
fore the Parliamentary Commission
which investigated Liebknecht’s case,
and on whose recommendation the
Reichstag, by a vote of 220 to 111, re-
fused ‘to ask for his release, but this
commission considered - them so sedi-

_tions that it did not include them in jte
teport to the Reichstag, or to the ‘Main
Committee; oumman?.ug them instead.
'ﬁei;nting «'i¢ir. & move, Liebknecht
2 :a&ue ¢opies of the letters and man-
to smuggle them put of prison to
m of his trusted comrades, who, in
turn, ‘made more copies. Sinee that
time three copies of the letters are
 kmown to have been sent out of Ger
many by thé *‘underground route.’
One of these copies reached the New
: Yorker Volkszeitung, o Bogialist Party
Y organ in the German language anothe:
went to the Labor Leader, the official
publication of the Independent Labor
Party of Oreat Britain, and the third
was slipped across the Swiss border for
.publication in the Socialist newspapers
of the Alpine republic.

The two letters are given below in
full, the translation having been made
for the New York Times, and published
on November 24:

I

_ 44T the Royal Military Gourt, Berlin:

“4In the investigation of the case
against me the records of my remarks
need the following elueidation:

¥ 1. The German Government, in ifs
gocial and historical composition, is an
- jnstrument for the oppression .and ex-
ploitation of the working masses; it
serves the interests of the Junkertum,
of eapitalism and of imperialism, both

. at home and abroad.

- ‘It is the unrestrained representa-
; tive of the policy of world-wide expan-
: and the strongest promoter of com-
% jﬁﬂﬁve grmament, and therefore of one
‘of the most important factors in the |
¢reation of the emuses of the present

war.
e ‘wtnership with the Austrian
Government, it plotted to bring about

Y. Wpd mpuubility for it; im-
‘outbreak.

mw and thus burdened itself with |

 poliiteal subjugation, of the economie
u;mmm. uﬂ of the wholesale mili-

41t carries on the war with methods
that are terrible, even “when looked at
from the standpoint that has prevailed
up to now. The invasion of Belgium
and Luxemburg; poisonous gases, which
in' the meantime have become of com-
mon use by all the belligerents; and
then look at the Zeppelin bombs, which
outdo everything and which are intend-
ed to kill all that live, combatants or
non-combatants, within a wide region;
submarine commerce warfare; the tor-
pedoing of the Lusitania, etc.; the sys-
tem of hostages and forced contribu-
tions, at the beginning especially in Bel-
gium; the systematic entrapping of Uk-
rainian, Georgian, Baltic, Provincial,
Polish, Irish, Mohammedan, and other
prisoners of war in the German prison
camps for the purpose of having them
do treasonable war, service and treason-
able spying for the Central Powers—
Under Secretary Zimmerman'’s agree-
ment with 8ir Roger Casement in De-
cember, 1914, regarding the organiza-
tion, equipment, and training in the
German prison c¢amps of the ‘Irish
Brigade’ composed of captured British
soldiers; the attempts by means of
threats of forcible internment to com-
pel civilians of a Mostile nationality
found in Germany to do treasonable war
service against their countries, and so
forth, ' (‘Necessity knows no law'l)

‘‘By proclaiming the state of siege
it has enormously increased the poli-
tical outlawry and the economie exploi-
tation, of the masses of the people; it
refuses to enact any serious political
or social reforms, while at the same
time it tries to hold the mass of the
people docilely in line for its imperial-
istic -war policy by means of figures
of speech about thejmlleged equal re:
spect acéorded to all parties, about the
alleged abolition of unequal treatment
in social and political matters, about
the alleged ‘Neuorientierung’ (read-
justmont of political prineiples), and
80 on.

‘‘Because of its consideration for ag-
rarian and ecapitalist interests it has
completely failed in its economie pro-
vigions for the people during the war,
and thus smoothed the way for misery
and the practice of révolting extortion
upon the people.

“‘To-day it still clings to its war aims
of conquest and so forms the main ob-
stacle in the way of immediate peace .

negotiations upon the basis of renun
ciation of wnnexations and oppression
of all kinds. Through its illegal main-
tenance of the state of siege (including
the censorship, ete.), it prevents the
public from learning unpleasant facte
and the Bocialist criticisms of its meas-
ures. Thus it reveals its .system of
seeming legality and ‘fake’ popularity
to be a system of actual force, genuine
hostility to the people, and bad faith
toward the masses.

‘¢The cry of {Down. with the Govern-
ment!’ is-meant to brand this entire
policy of the Government as fatal for
the masses of the people,

" “This ery is also meant to signify
that it is the duty of every representa-
tive of the interests of the proletariat
to wage the ‘bitterest kind of war'—
the class war—against the Government.

42, The present war is not a war for
the defence of the mational integrity,
nor for the liberation of oppressed peo-
ples, nor for the benefit of the masses. .

“‘Prom the standpoint of the prole-
tariat it only signifies the most extreme
concentration and intensification of the

¥
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!oneoof wgrym&sthe,un&m‘t
ist, is bound to defend.

“tPhe ery of ‘Down with the Warl’
is meant to give voice to the fact that
1 thoroughly condemn and oppose the
present war because of its historical

causes and the particular way in which
it developed, and because of the way it
ig being carried on and the objecta for
which it is being fought; and that it is
the duty 'of every representative of the
interests of the proletariat to take part
in the interpational class struggle for
the purpose of putting an end to it,

‘43 As a Bocialist I am a thorough-
going opponent of the existing military
system as well as of this war, and I
have always supported with all my
power the battle’against militarism as
being a particularly important task and
a matter of life and death for the work-
ing class of all countries. (Compare my
pamphlet, ‘Militarism and Anti-Militar-
ism, 1907, 'and the International Young
People's Conferences at Stuttgart, 1907,
and Copenhagen, 1910.”) The war de-
mands that we carry on the struggle
against militarism with redoubled en-
orgy.

‘4. Bince 1889, May 1 has been dedi-
cated to manifestations and propaganda
im favor of the great basic principles of
Socialism, and against every form of
exploitation, oppression, and abuse; to
the propaganda for the community of
interests of the workers of all coun-
tries, which the war has not abolished,
but has strengthencl, against the work-
ors tearing each other to pieces in frat
rieidal strife, for peace and against war,

‘‘During the war this manifestation
and propaganda is a duty doubly holy
to every Bocialist.

¢‘5., The policy which T represent was
outlined in the resolution. sgo,pted by
the Intertiational igt Congress in
Stuttgart in' 1907, which pledged the
Socialists of all countries, after having
failed to prevent a war, to avail them-
selves of all methods to bring it to &
quick end and to usé the conditions
ereated by the war to hasten the aboli-
tion of the capitalist system of society.

““This policy is meant to be interna-
tional to the last degree. It lays upon
_tHe Boecialists of the other belligerent
nations the obligation of doing their
duty against their Governments and
governing classes, as I, together with
others, did against the: Government and
ruling classes of Germany.

¢‘This policy has an international ef-
fect, as in spresding reciproeal encour-
agement from nution to nation it pro-
motes the international class struggle
sgainst the war.

‘‘Hince the toginning of the war I
together with others, have defended and
given practical proof of this policy most
openly and wherever possible, and be-
sides, so far as possible, have entered
into connections with those who shared
my sentiments in the other countries.
(For example, my trip to Belgiuni and
Holland in September, 1914, my Christ-
mas letter to the London Labor Leader
in 1914, ths meetings in ,Bwit_zerland,
which I unfortunately was preventod
from attending in person through force
majeure, etc.)

4§, This policy is not_merely mine,

what it may cost, but it is also that of
a steadily inecreasing part of the popu-
lation of Germany and of the other bel-
ligerent and neutral states. As 1 bope,
it will soon become the policy of the
working ¢lass of all countries, which
ﬁnﬁmmﬁomhm’g‘k the
imperialistic will of the ruling elassos
.of to-day and to. shape the mutual rela-
tions and conditions of the § ac-
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“even think of .w-. and

nature, because of its general social |

to which I shall hold fast no matter
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case against me I remark further:
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THE SPICE wx"

It is still the fashion in many dis-
triets to eover the wall with texts and
mottoes—‘ Peace be Unto This Houss '’
—+Fear God, Honor the King’'—
““When you spit, endeavor to miss the
porridge pot,”’ and homilieo of &' simi-
lar nature.

So far the practice has not been
greatly developed in the workshops and
the factories, but a day may come
‘when the profit shop walls will be
adorned with such mural adjurations
asi— .

Love Your Boss.
The Shareholders Send You Best Wishes
for Continued Aetivity.
The Foreman Will Tell You Whom to
Vote For.

* * *

A correspondent informs. us -that
some English Capitalists are already
sticking up the following notice:—

LOYALTY.

‘“1f yon work for a man, in. Hea
ven’s name work for him. If he pays
you wages that supply your bread zod
butter, work for him; speak well of
him; stand by him and stand by the
institution he represents. If put to a
pifich, an ounce of loyalty is wirth a

~ pound of ¢leverness. If you must vilify,

condemn, and eternally disparage, why,
resign your position and when you are
outside, damn to your hearts’ content.
But as long as you are part of the in-
stitution, do not condemn it. If you
do, you are loosening the tendrils that
hold you to the institution, and the first
high wind that comes along you will
be uprooted and blown away in the
blizzard ’s track, and probably you will
never know why.’’

ALBERT HUBBARD.

LET THEM TRY IT.
Though bread and cheesg are out of
reach and pickles cost a guarter
each,
Though spuds are high and cake and
pie 2
Their upward course have Mtod,
Though all the average man can make
will not supply his kids with
steak,
And even beans exhaust. his means,
We need not be downhearted.

For dieticians tell us that potato peel
and mutton fat
Cooked up with rice are very nice,
As well as most nutritious; A
_That any bhuligry ‘man will find that
scraps of water melon rind -
Will satisfy s taste for pie
And prove still more delicious.

These persons show us how we may
exist on tweniy cents a day;
That people feed beyond all need
They say is past & question;
They uyitwawddutm&




