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- POOR DOCUMENT

AMBASSADOR PLEADS FOR POLITICAL
AND EDUCATIONAL STATESMANSHIP

Sir Auckland Geddes Says History Teaching in the
Schools: Makes Future Policies of Nations—Ex-
plains Progress Made by England.

Washington, June 4—Pleading for
both political and educational states-
manship that would make history teach-
ing inh the schools of all lands “fair and
true and sympathetic to the real virtues
that every great nation possesses,” Sir
Auckland Geddes told the international
session of the National Citizens’ Confer-
ence that the “heart of the British pub-
lic, made wonderfully sympathetic by
the war, and shining through its depart-
ment of education, is the organ which
will protect and nourish the millions of
young British ‘egos’ and will provide the
axle upon which the great educational
machine of its own creating will re-
volve at it shapes the future, not only
of the people entrusted to its care, but
also of the nation which it is my high
privilege to represent here among you.”

The Ambassador reviewed recent Eng-
lish developments in education in some
detail, characterizing them-as deeply
significant for British democracy. He
said:

«The war showed us Britons many
things in a new light and one of the
most important things that we saw
or thought we saw was that the old
gocial order which has stood the test
of time was not going to stand much
longer, and that in order to make the
transition from the old to the new
possible without catastrophe we had to
get busy first to bring every adult
female as well as male into the circle
or responsible citizens, next to do our
utmost as speedily as possible to equip
those citizens, or at all events the re-
cruits to their numbers, with educated
minds.

How System Was Changed.

- «t was this thought that made Mr.
Fisher, British Minister for Education,
say in February, 1917: ‘The Proclama-
tion of Peace and Victory will summon
us not to complacent repose, but .to
greater efforts for a more enduring Vic-
tory. The future welfare of the nation
depends upon its schools.”

"The Ambassador told how he and
others in Parliament had set to work
to modify the education laws to give the
following results:

(1) To extend the age of compulsory
attendance without exemption to four-
teen, or to fifteen: or sixteen, by local
by-law.

(2) To provide for medical inspection
and treatment and physical welfare be-
fore, through and after school to the
age of eighteen.

(8) To establish nursery schools for
children between two and five or six.

(4) To establish ‘a system of com-
pulsory continuation (part time) school
attendapce ultimately to eighteen.

(56) To arange for the promotion of
poor but able pupils by a system of
scholarships and maintenance grants

past the higher rungs of the educational | p

Jadder in the hope that in the future
the nation may have the best mental
capacity of all its sone and daughters
to draw on for its service, instead of
having to content itself with such brains

as a comparatively limited class happens
to provide,
Administrative Changes.

“Incidentally,” he said, “made a cer-
tain number of administrative changes.
We concentrated the supervision over
the activities and welfare of children

and adolescents in the hands of elected
local education authorities. We also
dealt with the inspection and supervision
of private schools. Next we did our
best to decentralize control by preserv-
ing and strengtheining the independence
of local authorities was designed to be
made effective by central insistence on
minimum standards with encouragement
through grants to adnvance as far as
possible. Finally the cost of education
was divided equally between local rates
and mational taxes. .

“Physical training is to form part of
the weekly work of each pupil up to the
age of adolescence.

“The secondary school (age range at
Jeast 12-17, may be 10-18) has not been
neglected and the arrangements there
are of considerable interest. Their work
tends to fall into two parts, the general-
ized part up to about 16 and the part
whith may be specialized above that

ge.

“In all advanced courses adequate pro-
vision bas to be made for the study and
writing of the English language and of
history and geography.

The Fairyland of Science

“A word perhaps may be useful on
the subject of science teaching in the
secondary schools. It has been laid
down that ‘the course should be self-
contained and designed to give special
attention to those natural phenomena
which are matters of every day experi-
ence.’ In fact, the object of the science
‘ course is not to train specialists, but to
give some acquaintance to each child
with the principles involved in the daily
observed phenomena from the ringing
of an.electric bell to the construction
of a modern building, and to give a first
peep to inquiring eyes into the fairyland
of scfence, so that those who have spe-
cial aptitude to tread its thorny and
stony tracks may at least know that
there is such a land of intellectual de-
light, and may not be ignorant of the
paths which lead in its direction.

“Beyond the secondary schools stand
the universities, but of them I havz not
\ time to speak.” Not that there is nothing
jto say about them. There is more p- -
haps than ever before. They are palpi-
tating with new life,” new t§ought, new
energy. But of one side of adult educa-
tion 1 must speak: Adult education for
people who have to earn their daily
bread and can only devote a small part
of each day to educational studies. I do
not mean technical studies—that on the
whole is fairly well provided for in most
arts of the country—but historical,
political, economic and cultural educa-
tion. There is a widespread and growiag
demand for this in all parts of our coun-
try. National machinery has not -et
been elaborated to meet this demand,

but in countless ways in countless placcs
facilities are being provided. Soon the

situation will begin to clarify itsclf and
as it it clarifies will come a coherznce
that is still lacking.”

Politics and Education

. After asserting that “Britain is thor-
oughly democratized and its government
is in fact more immediately and direct-
ly under the control of the people t1
that of your country,” Ambassador
Geddes pointed out that the general and
constant interest in politics colored all
English educational practice.
“Education with us is tending to be-
come less and less directed toward the
conscious end of simply fitting a man
0 earn his daily bread,” he said. “Man
does not live for or by bread alone. If
he does he is hardly worth keeping alive.
He is a member of a family, a trade
union, a club, a city, a nation, a church.
He is a human personality, with some-
thing more than a pair of hands con-
demned to toil at the will of another.
He has intellectual and aesthetic taste
(only too often cramped and undevel-
oped) and moral principles. He believes
in liberty, justice and public right and
has shown himself prepared to give his
life for these things. Each is a citizen,
and every citizen, regardless of his social
position or wealth, has claims which are
prior to all economic claims on him —
claims of opportunities to enable him to
fulfil his manifold responsibilities as a
member of ‘widening social groups from
the family to the community. His
responsibilities are no less if he be a
ship’s riveter than if he were a naval
architect. The locomotive fireman is no
less a citizen than the railway director
or the most wealthy railway shareholder.

The Spirit of Education

“There is, of course, a danger which
has to be avoided through the spirit in
which education is given. We all know
(who does not?) the type of half-baked,
half educated puppy, male and female,
who from the pinnacle of doleful exper’-
ence altained between the age of twenty
and twenty-five; looks down with pity-
ing contempt on all the grown and hearty
men who have dared to say a good word
for life since the beginning of the world.
Young prophets—and who that is ycung
is not something of a prophet?—tend to
be prophets of woe, which they tell us
con only be escaped by what we elder:
call revolution. Young thinkers, speak-
ers and writers are apt to suffer most
uncomfortably from possession by hlue
devils which in bad cases they ascure
us can only be exercised by blood. This
is no new phenomenon. :

“The cultured mind is like a richly
filled dye vat, and the object of educa-
tion is to select the dyes. A moment’s
thought, and we can name four of them
—courage, cheerfulness, sympathy and
some humility. These are spiritual
dyes; there are also historical pigments
which are so different that they are
really of a different kind and should be
thought of separately. To make my
meaning plainer let me take an example
fromemy own experience. Twenty and
more years ago there were two brothers,
one largely educated in England, the
other .in Scotland. The English edu-
cated, as a boy, hatel and despised the
French; the Scottish' educated, at the
same time, admired and sentimentally
loved them. Both minds were approxi-
mately equally cultured, but they were
differently charged with color. This ex-
planation is simple; for centuries Eng-
land and France were enemies, Scotland
and France allies. The school histories
of England and Scotland reflected this,

and the result was as I have said. So
you can pass through the whole range of
the results of education, and you will
find the same sort of thing true.

The ‘Colot” of Education.

“Anyhow, beyond the machinery of
education and the avowed purpose ©
education and the spiritual aspect of
education stands the color of education
As a matter of fact the most vitaly i
teresting thing to foreigners in connec-
tion with any national education is this
thing I call its color. It ultimately mat-~
ters more to your state department than
any other thing in the whole range of
their manifold duties to know the color
of the education being given in the Brit-
ish Empire, in France, in Germany, in
all the countries of South America; yes,
in,all the countries of the world, for if
your secretary of state knows, let us say
the French color of education he will
know well how that nation will be think-
ing ten years hence,

“Now, the present British educational
color I can tell you something about. It
is strangely anti-militarist, and is, as it
has always been, intensely friendly to
you. As a matter of fact it is almost too
segtimental about you. It presents you
so favorably as to misrepresent you
slightly, and the result is the common
people of England are apt to be sur-
prised, perhaps even a little disappointed,
when you are most yourselves, but at
any rate it is a most friendly and apreci-
ative color. I trust that nothing will
ever happen to change its tint, but I
would be les sthan candid if I did not
say this: .

Fair and True Perspective.

“The teachers of England are in the
main young men whose minds have been
ploughed and harrowed by the war.
Their eyes see things less through a veil
of -tradition and custom, and if there
ever were a time that could be fairly
called anxious in this particular respect
it is this time,

“Now is the day both for political and
educational statesmanship so to think
and so to act that the color of the his-
torical education given in the schools of
all lands is fair and true and sympathe-
tic to the real virtues that every great
nation possesses, and when it has to deal
with their vices and backslidings, as it
must (for every nation has black pages
in its history), it should see that the per-
spective is kept true and fair and the
extenuating circumstances honestly pres-
ented.

“There is still one thing more. Beyond
the machinery effects of education, be-
yond its avowed purpose, beyond its
spiritual, beyond its color, stands last,
greatest and most precious pof all—the
care of the ‘ego’ I used to tell my as-
sistants to remember that those ten
words of Walt Whitman’s, ‘Nothing, not
God, is greater to one than oneself is,’
contained, if they would only dip deep
enough into them, all the law and the
prophets for them to remember in rela-
tion to their pupils.”
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At the Yarmouth Y.M.C.A. Boys’
Camp, held at Tusket Falls in August,
1 found MINARD’S LINIMENT most
beneficial for sunburn, an immediate re-
lief for colic and toothache.

ALFRED STOKES,
General Sec’y.

What The “Busy Bee” Has in
Store For You Saturday

Captivating Cream Puffs and Delicious Choco-
late Eclairs, and a full line of their famed Tutti-

Frutti layers.

| Also the usual wide assortment of other layer
and plain cakes, and the following macaroons:—
Chocolate, Cocoanut, Belgian and Kisses.

In order to accommodate the Saturday half
holiday people, we will have Hot Parker House
Rolls, Tea Biscuits, Coffee Buns, etc., early Satur-
day morning.

| THE BUSY BEE 143 Charlotte St.
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Hurry! Hurry!

ONLY TWO MORE DAYS OF THE BIG SALE

GUARANTEED 30 YEARS

SYMPHONOLA NO. %

VIBRATOR

Don’t miss this chance to get a high class Gramo-
phone before the luxury tax comes into effect. Special
prices on all machines during this sale. Twelve selec-
tions with each machine.

We have on hand twelve slightly nsed Sewing
Machines. Guaranteed for 10 years. At a bargain
price of $85.00 during this sale. Less than factory

MASTER OF MELODY cost today. ‘

“PARKE FURNISHERS LTD.,

M. W. PARKE, Manager.
Close Saturday | p.m. Open Monday and Friday Evenings.

l6§
Chquotte St.

Phone M. 3652.
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8% just to Remind You That we are Still in Business and ready and
s extra speCIal opportunity to secure your summer requirements in wearing apparel at prices that

G IN ACTUAL DOLLARS AND CENTS—a fact you'll quickly realize when you com-

cost of living, we offer thi
mean a MARVELLOUS SAVIN
pare the excellent quality of
tionally low figures are bound
to come in and do your shop

HERE ARE JUST A FEW OF THE WONDERFUL OFFERINGS OF THIS SALE:—

%
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Men’s Bods, all sizes. Regular $1 2.00.
For $6.48

Men’s Black Boots

X
\\% :

Mighty Barg

Prices Crushed Down Once Again=

Ladies’ Sneaker Pumps. ... $1.78 up All

f

the goods with the drastically low prices at which we have placed them on sale.
1 to move every line quickly in this the height of the season, we would strongly advise you
ping at the earliest possible moment, for delay

Ladies’ Pink and Blue Satin Pumps,

Ladies’ Black Boots

98c. up

Women’s and Men’s Outing Sweaters,

Ladies’ Silk, Lisle and Cotton Hose,

Ladies’ Camisoles. . .
Allover Aprons
Washable Chambray,

Boys’ Boots

Women'’s and Men’s House Slippers,

Women’s and Men’s Sneakers, all

colors

Sandals in white and brown,

48C. UP  Men’s Sport Shirts

$1.25 up Night Shirts

$1.25 up

REMEMBER THE PLACE—AND BE SURE TO COME EARLY!

39c. up
... 39c. up

40 in. wide,
25c. yard

$2.98 up

Boys’ Summer

$i.98 up Boys’ Blouses

$1.98 up

Men’s Socks—Extra good value. . 19¢c.

KING SQUARE SALES CO.

Almost Opposite The MarKet

ain Sweep

-Wool Socks—Regular 85c., for

Silk Neckties—Regular $1.75, for &9c.

Men’s Working Shirts

Men’s Dusters—Very durable for.autos
and groceries. Regular $3.50,

Mens’ Dress Shirts
Men’s Working Gloves

willing to help you keep down the high

As the sensa-

is more than likely to result in disappointment.

39c.

$1.98 up

for

$1.98
$1.98 up

cee... $1.25 up

Men’s Tweed Hats. .
Men’s Straw Hats. . .. . .. ... 49c. up
Men’s Overalls in black, blue, khaki

and stripes at very low prices.

98c. up

Suits
Balbriggan Underwear

Men’s Outing Shirts $1.98 up

Ladies’ White Pumps and Oxfords,
$1.98 up

$7.98 up
$1.98 up




