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OLD-TIME
BUFFALO HUNT

Desocribed by the Campaigner in
@reat West Magazine.

A OChase in the Old Hudson Bay COom-
pany’s Days—Tenderfeet See
the Buffalo.

[The Campaigner, in the Great West
Magazine, Winnipeg.]

While yet the flag of the Hudson's
Bay Company floated over the bastions
of Fort Garry, and when Manitoba as
a province was unknown, two aspiring
Nimrods left the capital city of Upper
Canada, fired with the Anglo-8axon 4de-
sire to kill something, the bigger the
better. At that tfme the Dawson rogte
and its traditionally “magnificent water
stretches,” and anything but magnife
cent accommodation for the traveling
public, was the omly route by which
the Great Lone Land could be reachea
through <Canadian territory, and the
first stage of their journey was accom-
plished by rail and steamer from To-
monto to Fort William. Thence the tra-
velers had to make their way, in fa,qt,
*paddle their own canoe,” Or carry it
over lake, river and portage to Fori
Garry. Thanks to the kindness and
hospitality of Mr. Mcl., the genial .ofﬁ-
cer of the H. B. Go. at Fort William,
they were speedily equipped for the
journey. A good ‘birch bark canoe and
two trusty voyageurs, whose dusky
skins covered mvhite hearts, was the
first step in preparation, and the next
and still greater essentlal, was to dis-
card more tham half the suppositiously
indispensable outfit they had (broughs
from Toronto. Reducing their bagr
gage to the lowest fraction, they werd
then ready for the five hundred m)}e
trip that wag only preliminary to their
vbjective. This was truly a country of
magnificent distances.

;f would be superfluous to describe
their daily journey—forgive the tautc-
logy—or the picturesque scenery
through which they passed—the mono#
tonous beauty of wood fringed cr‘y’stal-
line lakes, and of numberless lichen-
tinted rocky islets, some barren of Verf
dure, and others wooded to the"wa‘ters
edge, duplicated on the mirror-h&ge sur-
face «@f the water, until the bewildered
eye was pugzled to discern where real-
ity ended and counterfeit began. Nor
will it profit to ¢ell of the blessings be-
stowed upon their veteran adviser, as
portage after fortage demonstrated _the
painfully apparent fact{ that their im-
pedimenta was still too large by half,
and that their burdens seemed to in-
crease in weight every time they were
handled. Struggling under & compo-
site load of bedding, food, clothlpg,
ammunition, firearms and coolgmg
utensils, while ewarms of the hungriest
description of mosquitoes sought unde-
fended portions of cuticle, clouds of
black files persistently burrowed into
tenderest spots, and noiseless but vici-
ous “bull dogs” «(gad fh‘es). hoverefi
patiently over selected sit.uatmns until
chance gave the opportunity of an ex-
asperating bite, though personally in-
teresting at the time, is now meither
pleasant to Tremember mor to Tead
about. o we will skip the seventeen
days of hardships, more or less impa-
tiently endured, and present our tra-
wvelers to the reader as duly arrived at
the Red River of the north, in the en-
joyment of the hospitalities of the plg
Selkirk colony—and clean clothes. Like
the first meal to the convalescent is the
luxury of & complete change of cloth-
ing after such a trip—the sense of
cleantiness and comfort almost pays
one for ‘the disagreeable experiences he
has undergone. e

But no time was to be lost. The
fall hunt had three days since depart-
ed, and must sbe caught up with; so,
after two days’ rest, the travelers again
profited by the advice of a friendly
#H. B. Co.’s official and placed them-
selves under the guidance of Mr, Jas.
McK., at whose hospitable mansion on
the River Assiniboine they mere wel-
comed as guests. Equipped with a
buckiboard and two 4driving ponies, a
cart to earry their luggage, two fleet
ponit s for buffalo runners, and a guide,
who ‘ was to act as cook and camp
keeper, they set their faces south-
westwanrd, over the Missouri trail, to
overtake the native hunting party as-
sembled for the great fall hunt of the
buffalo in the land of the Dakota. It
must be remembered that the inter-
national boundary line between the
United States and Canada was not in
those days such an obvious fact as in
the present time, when all such for-
getfuiness is rendered impossible by
officious custom house myrmidons. The
great plains were then apparently “no
man’s land,” and the hunters followed
the buffalo wherever he was to be

found. There was no mnationality on
the plains, and no one to say you nay,
save a few bands of wandering Sioux,
who were more friendly to the ‘“Shago-
dasheh” than to the “Esatonga,” such
being their method of describing Brite
ish and@ Yankees.

Ten days more of mocnotonous travgel
over the sun-browned grassy prairie
brought our travelers to the rendez-
vous of the hunters on the banks of
the Souris River, at what was then
known ae the “first crossing.” ° The
elevated plain near the river was cov-
ered with a motley collection of tilted
carts, grimy canvas - tents, smoke-
browned leathern teepees, and wickiups
of twisted branches of box-alder or
willow. As far as the eye could see
beyond the encampment, the prai'rze
was alive with ponies picketed, ponies
hobbled, and ponies loose; and min-
gled with this neighing, whinnying,
kicking cavalcade, were hundreds of
patient oxen busily employed in stuff-
ing their hides with the short and sun-
dried, but nourishing herbage. Through
this kaleidoscopic scene of animal life
occasionally galloped, with important
haste, half nude boys mounted, bare-
backed, and in most cases bare-breech-
ed, on ponies as wild looking as them-
selves, perhaps in search of some par-
ticular wpony or ox, but more likely
careering capriclously at their own
sweet will. Then there was the usual
accompaniment of dogs—and then
more dogs—and when you thought
that was all, there were more dogs
still!

It was evening when they “struck”
the camp, the sole occupation of which
seemed to be the pursuit of pleasure.
From every side came the sounds of
jest and laughter, and when night fell
each camp fire was a center of mirth,
song and general Jollity. Eating,
drinking, smoking, gambling and sleep-
ing were the
night’s entertainment, but the Propora
tion of ' the latter to the former was
small indeed. Nobody seemed to want
rest so long as the fiddle andg the
gambling drum was to be heard, and
those who did not desire sleep effect-
ually drove it out of the question for
those who did. The gambling was off
two descriptions—with playing cards,
and with short pieces of stick,
cherry-stones—like “drawing straws’’
or “odd and even,” as played by si¢hool
boys of all nations. Large bets were
often wagered on the result of these«
&ames, and many a hunter’s outfit was
gambled away and he was compelled to
leave the camp before the hunt got
down to business. ? '

Before departure next day an elec-
tion was held to provide officers for
the coming hunt, a chief and ten coun-
cilors being selected from among the
older and most experienced hunters
in the camp. They nominated two
captains and a number of “soldiers” to
act as camp police, their duty being
to secure enforcement of the laws, and
to guard the camp. The code regulat-
ing the hunt was that which had been
in use in such camps for years, and
being promulgated, and the assemblage
promising strict obedience and adher-
ence to the code, each family group
proceeded to pack up their scanty be-
longings and otherwise prepare for the
exipected move on the morrow. The
laws were few and explicit. First,
there was to be no hunting on Sun-
day. Second, no member of the hunt
was to leave the main body, or to
diverge from it, unless by direct per-
mission from the chief. Third, no per-
son was to run buffalo before the gen-
eral order was given. ¥Fourth, obedi-
ence was to be given to all orders by
the chief of councilors. Theft was
to be punished by flogging, or in case
of petty larceny the culprit was to be
taken by a captain to the middle of
the camp and his or her name called
thrice, the epithet “thief” being added.
Other offenses were punished by fine,
or by cutting up the bridle, saddle or
coat of the offender.

Early next merning a stentorian
voice shouting “lever, lever’” (French
was par excellence the language of the
camp), roused the weary travelers after
a broken night’'s rest, breakfast was
eaten in the grey dawn, and permis-
sion having been sought freem and giv-
en by the chief, our sportsmen accom-
panied a scouting party of experienced
hunters sent forth to look for the ad-
vancing herds of buffalo, which had
been reported as coming southward
from the Qu’Appelle into the Souris
plains east of the Coteau du Missouri.
Mounte] for the first time wupon the
spirited and wiry little animals they
had brought from the banks of the
Assiniboine, the Nimrods realized that
there is riding, and riding, and that a
seat which was admirable for titup-
ping along a fashionable rideway, or
sulted for a not undistinguished mem-

ber of a drag '"hunt club (where the !

fences are low), is not equal to en-
counter the grand and lofty perform-
ances of a bucking broncho. Fortun-
ately for them, there were numberless
ponies to choose from, and many of
their owners anxious (o trade—for a
“consideration”—and their filery and
untameable steeds were speedily ex-
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changed for others more suitable to
the seats and circumstances of the
horsemen, if less pleasing to the eve,
‘They were advised to leave behind
them their dearly loved (ang bought)
express riffes, and to trust solely to
the large bore revolvers they had for-
tunately brought, as being less likely
to endanger themselves (and others);
to substitute close-fitting caps for their
broad-brimmed sombreros, and ‘to dis-
card coat and waistcoat, donning in-
stead the bueckskin hunting shirts they
had bought more as curiosities than for
use. Then, taking off their spurs (Ch!
degraded knights) and arming them-
selves with double-lashed whips (or
cuerts) to propel their quadrupeds; they
were pronounced fit for the enterprise
upon which they were embarked, but
were in appearance anything but that
which they had imagined themselves
on leaving home—in fact, they neither
bore nor wore much of the elaborate
outfit upon which they had expended
no little money, and thought when
preparing for their expedition. “Ex-
perientia docet” (or does it), and most
sportsmen may assure themselves that
as to all “indispensables” for g hunt-
ing trip, the country they are to hunt
in will in most cases be able to supply
that which is best and most suitable,
and the rest may be done without. By
the advice of experienced friends at
Fort William and Fort Garry they had
left much behind, and yet had still a
burden of useless luggage.

Following the course of Cut Bank
Creek our sportsmen and their guide,
a saturnine, latonic half-breed named
Joe L., rode northward for some miles,
they being frequently cautioned to con-
ceal themselves behind the alder scrub
fringing the creek while Joe rode on to
reconnoitre, Returning from one of
these trips, he laconically ejaculated
“Tre buffler!” avhich so excited our
Nimrods that they drew their pistols
in order to be In immediate readiness
for their prey. But Joe, with a wooden
grin at their excitement, beckoned them
to follow him cautiously to an adja-
cent knoll, whence he had espied the
quarry. $Sure enough, on their arrival,
they saw three black dots on the
prairie some miles away, which Joe
said were ‘“buffler,” but to their unin-
Btructed senses might as well have been
boulders. Leaving them to watch, Joe
rode back to the chief for permission
to “make a run,” which was given, as
no herds were likely to be disturbed
thereby, and the camp was in need of
meat. About a dozen well mounted
men were detached to “round up” the
buffalo, so as to bring them as near
as possible, and to avoid all chance of
their escape from the Inexperienced
Meanwhile our impatient
sportsmen kept vigilant watch and were
at length rewarded by seeing the ani-
mals start in their direction, having
apparently caught sight or wind of the
encircling hunters. Being joined by Joe
they watched the animals approach at
a lumbering gallop, and when they
came within a few hundred yards, the
i trio of hunters started to head them
| off. Presently ~he buffalo appeared to
scent the new danger in their front,
jand turning directly northward passed
i between the converging lines of hunt-
ers at about 300 yards distance. Our
party of three singled out a bull that
preceded his companions, and gave
{ chase at full speed. Away went the
{ bison, tail in the air, at a gait that
few could believe the clumsy animal
capable of, and which taxed the speed
iof the ponies to the utmost to gain

upon. But after half an aour’s run the
! bull’s exertions teld upon fhim, his
heaving flanks and foam-flecked nos-
!trils showing his distress. “QGardez-
i vous!” shouted Joe, as the bull turned
{off at a tangent and rushed at the
| nearest horseman, whose pony wheeled
| so rapidly that but for the rider's con-
| vulsive grip on the horn of the Mexi-
| can saddle, he and his mount would
 have parted company. As it was, our
| sportsman dropped his revolver 9vhile
endeavoring to preserve his balance.
| For a moment the bull appeared to in-
tend pursuit, but eventually resumed
his northward course, while the dis-
comfited horseman rode back to recover
his pistol, and having dismounted in
order to do so, tried vainly to regain
his saddle, while his pony was career-
{ing wildly round him in a circle at rein’s
{ length. Meanwhile the luckier Nimrod,
| on one side of the bull, and Joe on the
other, had finally ridden him to a
standstill, and, pistol in hand, our hero
had an opportunity to gaze upon the
noble beast he had so longed to see un-
der such clrcumstances. - With his coal
black beard sweeping the ground and
his head lowered for the charge, the
savage looking animal confronted
{ them, wheeling on his hind legs as they
i rode round him at 50 paces distance,
his flashing eyes glowing like coals of
fire through the shaggy boss that coy-
ered his forehead, almost concealing
his short, black, polished horns. Hayv-
i ing sufficiently admired his expected
i prey, and Joe having inveigled the huf-
falo into presenting his broadside to
! our Nimrod, he leveled his pistol, and,
feeling certain of his aim, pulled the
trigger, fully expecting to see the huge
beast fall over at the report. To his
surprise, however, although he heard
the thud of the bullet as- it struck, and

18aw the bull flinch, the animal once |

more galloped off, apparently as fresh
as ever. Following, neck and ., ¢
our Nimrod poured into the dooined
beast’s side the remaining conteants of
his revolver, which brought his guaarry
to his knees, but again recovering his
feet, he started as fast as before, But
the poor beast was nearly exhausted,
his pace decreasing gradually frem a
i gallop to an amble. Reloading his pis-
 tol the hunter gave .the coup-de-grace
by two well-placed bullets over the
foreshoulder, and with a convulsive
shudder and a hoarse, hollow groan,
the slaughtered animal sank down to
his knees and rolled over on his side,
Ejust as the other discomfited sportsman
{ dashed up. Joining in a whoop of t1i-
iumph, the three hunters dismounted

i from their panting steeds, ard exam- |

| ined their fallen foe. Oh! for a picture

of such a triumph to show to their ad-
miring friends! But these were days
i before the kodak, and they could only
| photograph the scene in their memo-
| ries. Then Joe initiated them in the
rart of “butchering.” They helped him
[ to turn the carcass upon the belly,
! stretching out the legs to support it
{on each side, and watched the experi-
. enced half-breed make a transverse eut
i across the nape of the neck, and a
i longitudinal incision from the neck to
| the tail, . following the course of the
! backbone. The skin was then freed
| from the sldes; and spread epen upon
, the ground to recelve the “fleeces,’” or
! masses of flesh from the hump and
back, the tongue and other dainties.
Shortly after this operation was con-
cluded, a cart from the main body came
to earry the meat, and presently half a
dozen squaws arrived on horseback,
and were soon. screaming and ‘squab-
bling for possession of the “bouding,”’
i 88 the intestines are called, and which
then were considered to be a delicacy
by those who could eat them.

Riding slowly back, southwesterly,
aoross the prairie, our hunters found
the camp formed at Buffalo Lodge
Lake, and taking warning from past
experience, they pitched their tents

main body. There was, as usual, mer-
ry-making in the camp, but our friends
preferred a digestive quiet. The way
they indulged their appetites on hump-
rib would have made a dyspeptic burst
with envy. When their hunger was ap-

fully half a mile from those of the’

parently satilfied, the saturnine Joe,
with a greasy chuckle, raked from be-
neath the ashes of the fire, a tongue
so admirably baked, so soft, so eweet,
and of such exquisite flavor, that our
nimrods were seized with fresh appe-
tite, and as they ate, wondered how,
after consuming a quantity of meat
that would have served their respec-
tive families for a Sunday’s dinner,
they felt as easy and as little incom-
moded as though they had supped on
strawberries and cream. Such is the
virtue of buffalo beef and hunter’s ap-
petites!

Sweet was the dlgestive pipe after
such a feast, and soft the sleep and
deep which sealed the eyes of the con-
tented Nimrods that night. Dreams of
successful runs; of marvelous feats in
killing and eating; and of the stories
they could (and'would) tell when they
got home, to the everiasting envy of
less enterprising sportsmen, doubtless
occupied their sleeping moments, and
morning came all too soon for their
wishes, after nine hours of solid sleep.

With morning also came the news of
an advancing herd, and the camp was
early alive with preparations, not only
of the hunting party, but of the squaws
and old-men who were busily erecting
drying stages for the expected meat.
An hour’s ride with the chief brought
the hunters within sight of the herd,
which, with a van-guard of old bulls,
was lelsurely proceeding southward,
feeding as it went. As far as the eye
could see to the north the ptain was oc-
cupied, first sparsely, then in
groups, anon in larger squads, and
lastly in dense crowds—the buffalo had
come—and apparently iIn countless
thousands. Letting the old bulls pass
by in safety, the chief hunter divided
his followers into several partles, as-
signing to each its particular duty.
Some were to make a wide circuit to
the south to head the herd, and if pos-
sible prevent its crossing the Souris at
the usual ford, some were to gallop
northward so as to confine the herd
within a narrow compass, and the rest,
amongst whom were our Nimrods, were
to await the signal tv charge from
heir present position. Tightening their
belts and saddle girths, and loosening
their ammunition, with caps well drawn

down over their eyes, they waited un- |

til the dense portion of the herd—fat
cows and young bulls—had arrived
abreast of their situation; and then
“alez” shouted the chief, and with a
mad rush and wild hurrah the hunters
were into the thick of it. It is impos-
sible to describe such =a scene of ex-
citement. It was every one for him-

self; and each, selecting a target, the ,
firing- sounded like a continuous feu de !
It was marvelous that the shot |

joie.
did not take effect upon some of the
hunters, as the melee was indiscrimin-
ate. But presently the herd seemed to
break and to separate, and the hunters,
instead of firing into the mass of an-
Imals, chased individual stragglers,

the plain on all sides becoming dot_ted :
and pursuing '

with fleeing animals
hunters. Among the latter were our
Nimrods, who each seiected an animal,
and got it! By this time the herd had

swept on, and instead of following it

our sportsmen rode wound, dispateching
the wounded animals that, incapable of
flight, were left behind in the
rush. To tell the truth they had had

enough of it—it was too much like mas- |
sacre; and their disgust was increased '
by the sufferings of the unhappy ani- |

mals that were floundering
over the plain. So they
themselves with putting the poor crea-
tures out of pain; and rode back to
camp as soon as the carts arrived,
leaving the old men, squaws and boys
reveling in the “butchering.” Their
own cart had arrived with the rest,
and selecting such heads as they de-
sired for trophies, they left the bloody
scene for one less trying to their nerves
and olfactories.

But they had seen the buffalo—they
had hunted—and they had Kkilled! It
was not a history of great personal
prowess, but was nevertheless a unique
experience to them and one that re-
paid them for the travail.

helplessly

time buffalo hunt.

RACE WARS IN
THE SOUTH

In the midst of wur concern about
distant lamds of the sea, the defective
government which Spain has given the
Philippines, and the incompetency of

the Cubans and the natives of $he Phii-
ippines to govern ithemselves, garochial
‘politics in this country are lively, and,
in our view, important. Race wars
are going on in North Carolina, Ala-
bama and Mississippi. In Mississippi
eleven megroes have been killed, and
the whiies in the neighborhood of For-
esgt seem 'to be out gunning for blacks
as if they were game.
law wag suspended
until Sheriff Stephenson came to aid
her outraged majesty, and with the
heip of 50 good ecitizens, carried five of
the negrres In safety o the jail at Mer-
idian. In North Carolina the figliting
between the whites and the blacks
seem to spring from politics. Owing
10 McKinley's appointment of black
politicians to oflice, the whites there ap-
pear to dread the return of negro ryle.
Now, although Sheriff Stephenson is
engaged in the vindication of the right
of the blacks to live, he is, according
to the expansionists, simply perform-
ing narrow duties in the sphere of pa-
rochial politics.
our part, regard his conduct in the
performance of his duty as heroic and
useful as wae the conduct of any of
cur heroes’ at Santiago or at Manila.
In fact, we are inclined to think his
conduct essentially more heroic than
the bravery of the soldiers in battle,
because he stood up against public
opinion in his own community, and in-
vited persecution, and perhaps ostra-
cism, while the soldiers who fought in
the war were sure of praise und hon-
ors. These events in the south are
symiptomatic, and until the country
meets and settles properly the condi-
Yfons thups presented to it, democratic
government here cannot be wholly guc-
cessful. This ds the plain truth, and
we cannot escape it by deriding those
who are for civilization at home, or by
shouting for more savages to govern
—white or black—in the islande of the
Pacific.—Harper's Weekly.

PURBLIC GRAIN STORES IN ITALY.

The Italian gcvernment, mindful of
the experience of last May, when a rise
in the price of bread provoked such
formidable ricts at Milan and else-
where, has no notion of letting the
bread question reach a crisis again. In
view of the sudden rise in the price of
bread, which is’due to speculation in
wheat and flour, orders have been is-
sued by Gen. di 8an Marazano, minis-
ter of war, for the opening of the pub-
lic grain stores in the districts where
the price of bread is highest. These
prices stores will offer grain tc the pub-
lic at cost price.—Rome cable to the
Chicago Record.

Say “Ne” when a dealer offers you
a substitute for Hood’s Sarsaparilla,
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And though |
they cannot tell such a story as Hor- |
atius, they can, and do, tell pretty tall |
stories of their experience in an oid- |

The reign ot .
for several days, |

We, nevertheless, for !
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Frutti Gum, a large variety of very handsome and useful
presents are sent free,
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A sample package and list of presents wiil be sent to
you by addressing Adams & Sons Co., Dept. N. (Toronto
Factory), 11 & 13 Jarvis Street, Toronto, Ont., and enclosing
five cents in stamps,

REFUSE ALL IMITATIONS AND SUBSTITUTES.

Cai QUICKLY. Write to-day 1
fres copy of our big Book on Patents. Ve bas
extensive expericnce in the intmcute‘p@r%{_\:
lawsot 50 foreign countries. Send sketch, model
or photo for free advice. MARION & mé:‘

ON, Experts, Tcmple Building, Montreal
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®
¢ Oysters and
Hot Dinners, 20c¢

Lunches served at all prices.
Cooked ham always on hand.

117 Dun.

JO H N m dasSt. &
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INFANTS AND INVALIDS.

“An excellent Food, admirably
adapted to the wants of Infants
and Young Persons, and being
rich in Phosphates and Potash is
of the greatest utility in supply-
ing the bone-forming and other
indispensable elements of food”

Ste Cmas. A. Caxzron, M.D.

Mammoth Livery
Hacks, Coupes, Landaus, Busses and Light

Livery. Saddle Horses. Sale and Boarding
Stable. Open day and night. Phone

‘A. G. STROYAN -‘.39-“




