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" The union of many In the same views, enaliles a Party
to carry measures which would not otherwise gain atten*

tion."

'• One of the (zreat aHv«nt«Ke« of Party, ia, that it arrays

n BtrenKtli ai;;iin8t b.id rulers, numberless individuals,

who, if leftaKitie, are too weali to produce any tiTect { and

that it brings (guod out of evil, by turninn the wealiness«a,

itnd even the vices of mankind, to the account of tb« coun-

try's cause."

Does the following apply here ?

" In a word, as every Ministry If sure of all the beneflti

iif Party union at all times, he who cries ?ut against fac-

tion, oiily means (Ai(< there thall be one fiction unoppoud."
'' That connexion and factian are equivaliint terms, is

in opinion which has been cnrefully inculeiited, at all times,

hi/ HncoHttitulioHal italetmen. The reasun is evident—

whilst men are linked together, they easily and speedily

communicate the alarm of any evil design. They are able

to fathom it with common counsel, and to np|>08e it with

united strength. Whereas, when they lie dispersed, with-

ut concert, order, or discipline, communication is uneer*

tain, counsel difficult, and lesistance impracticable "

" Certain it is, tl e best patriots in the greatest Common-
wealth, have always commended and promoted snch con*

nexioni. fden. sentire de repablica was with them a prin-

ciple grounii of friendship and attachment ; nor do I know
I'ly Dtlier capalili" of forming s fiiiner, dearer, more plea»-

inp. more donnrablc, and mure virtuous habitudes.

"

The action and strii<!ple of Party are essential to the pure

working of a Representative system, because it is only in

ihis way that the s.afe popular check of a Constitutional

Opposition can be created. I can understand the tactics of

a Giivernor who wishes to be supreme, to be surrounded

by a Council divided upon every measure of policy. He
bahinces the opinion of A against B— in ca«e8 of dlfil(;ulty

calls in a third, and thus decides the collision of opinions

hy his own arhitiary will. But when these Councillors

jome down to the As«embly to defend the act, the voice of

Opposition is hushed, because no Parly can attack the

Government unless by assailing his own l«aders and
friends Such a system destroys the very esseiire of He-

tion, pray, ever defended thuintroductionof such obnoxious gp„nsibility ; and has been destructive of popiihr rights, by

Party principles as ^tatpd htre. I go to tho utmost limits gupportinga vicious and corrupt Administration, whenever

in denouncing the rabid principles of Party which prevail attempted.

in the iiited States -they are Auti British, i.npolilic,|
^^^ j^ j, ^jj „„ the opposite side of the House, the

and thoroughly vicious. Bull must a's" "''"> "'»"''e;
gvstein of Parties is dangerous by creating agitation and

combination of public men in the advocacy of sound pub.;
l^ „„ j,,g g,y „f ,he good old limes, that, when,

lie principles—a u..i'; 1 of talent and shamcfer to accom-i
^^^^..^^ new Member coming into the House began to

plish great public cnds--a '^arty bound together by such.,
j^ curious and inquisitive in public affairs, the com>

ties as these, is either dangerous in itself, or at variance
^,^^,, „5sailid him ..s

" a dangerous man." Why, Sir, this is

with British usage and practice. Aw^.y with the libeU
^^^ jocrine of Tyrants, and of the .snemies of free iustitu-

Ihe Hon Member referred to, departing from Parliamentary

usage, took occasion in his place in Council, to ta'int and

treat with disrespect, if not ridinule, the opinions which

had been advanced here. I and .-ther-, told the Govern-

ment thai in denouncing « party Government, they wen
Msailing the »erv/r«< principles—the pn/nory elements i'

theeonstitu'ion.' We referred to tin, great events which

had been achieved in British history by the action and

struggle of party. That learned Councillor, in place o(

being taught by the instructive wisdom these conveyed. thu^

treated those constitutional references we were then cum

palled tr maket
" Gentlemen in another place have referred to British

principle and practice. Here they are, and they cannot he

controverted ; and really, Mr Pretident, I could ecarcely

repreii a imiVe / when I read the grave and eUborate re-

ference to the first principles of our nobli conititutfon

—

for are they not understood by every schoolboy ? Are they

not all to be found in Pinpock's Catechism ?"

Our little learning, of which we made no rain parade,

eould then be treated slightrngly by that most erudite

Co'tncillor, because the Advisers of the Crown had hi-

.Sxcellercy and a mnj^ily to back them. How stands it

- ,>« ' I-ord Stanley has told them since, in one witherinj?

aRi:teii.;e, '' that R.usp(msible Govcrhment was party Go
'!crr>inent, of course ;" and the Governor's Advisers, of

^[••ei- that !i!^n. c^nlleman is one, .ce now ready to fill ui

th»ir own Couicil from their own partv. to conduct the

Gove<-nmentby a pirty, and to hold office, by repodiitinj!

.ri ^raot'ce thai which we were then compelled to tell them

was unsou. d. "^he coiiolr> will jouge who now has a right

in smile, an.l! who t- I jni Finnock's Citechisin to the

B..t "n i'ltt cutriiv. harangue, "governing by a Party,

ic" said thit Hoi,. rour;-illor, •• giavely propounded as «

judicious ^ri.icifde to i^e introduced now, or at a fiilur

day, into this Co'ony, Ani' this is indeed an imporlan'

question. Tiie principle ie certainly not English— it i>

American, ana Democratic. In the United States, everj

officer, from the errand boy to the President, turns ou»

fith his Partv." And what Member, sir, of ibe Opposi

It is by I'arty that our Constitution has reached to such

perfection and pre-eminence. All the great Constitutional

writers, of the last and the present age, speak with one

voice in favour of Party union and organizaaon. Let me

solicit the attention of the House lo a few extracts from

Burke and Lord J Russell, as illustrative of the benefits

which Party union confers; and again I ask tliis House to

decide whether the hon. Councillors or such inferior 1 men

as these are the better authorities up<m a question such as

«' Party is a body ot' men u nted, for promoting, by iheir

Joint endeavour, the national interest, upon some particu

lar principle, in which they are all agreed. Men thinking

freely, will, in particular instances, think difTerently. But

still as the greater part of the measures which arise in thr

course of pablio business and in goiernmettt, a man must be

peculiarly unfortunate in the choice of his political eor.i

pany, if he does not agree with ibem at least nine times in

ten."
. .

" The good efTects of Party in this country are numer

ousand weighty. One of the chief of them is. that it gives

K substance to the shadowy opinions of politicians, and at-j

Bchcs th(<m permanently to steady and lasting }>rinciples.''

tional and constitutional riphts in every ape of the world.

Men in power do not like those who promote investiga-

tion ; but 8 vi^jilance of this kind, even if it lead occasi-

!onally to excitement, is as necessary to keep pure the actio*

jof a Government, as the play of the electric fluid is indig«

^pensible to cleanse and purify the atmosphere Constitu*

tional writers, so far from deprecating this spirit of enqui«

ry, encourage and commend it ; and I hep to re.id to the

Committee a brief extract from Lord Brougham's late

worlc on the British Constitution, in which the duty of a

people who deserve to be free, is thus illustrated; for in

this, as in everything else, vigilance and diligence reward

and inspire the faithful and patriotic, and expose and
limits the powers of the corrupt and the indoltnt

:

" The whole hiitory of the Constitution, which we have

been occupied in tricing from the ei.rliest ages, ebounds

with prno fihow easily absolute power may be exercised, and

the rights of the people best secured by law may be tramp*

led upon, while the theory of a free Government remains

urvaltered, and all the institutions framed for the controul of

the Executive Government, and all the laws designed for

the protection of the subject, continue as entire as the nio«

-w««3sS5r—^spsaggRfgjgg" "iiiilltet^r:,.


