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4 ANTHONY TROLLOPE
as ancient, honourable, and of high degree. Amid many
changes of employment and fortune, Anthony TroUope's
bearing and conduct were those of one who, while modestly
proud of his ancestral honours, yet always saw in them
a Sparta given him by birth to adorn a social capital
entrusted to him by nature for laying out at intellectual

interest. Throughout all his trials and vicissitudes he
lived with men distinguished by their position or achieve-
ments. Comparing himself with these, he might well be
satisfied, not only with his power of transmuting manu-
script into money, but with having done as little as any,
and less than some, to bring discredit upon family ante-
cedents and an historic name.

When Anthony TroUope's Autobiography appeared in

1883, much of its contents was already familiar outside
the limit of his personal intimates. No man so largely
preoccupied, as his temperament and pursuits made him,
with himself, ever talked less about his interests and afiFairs

except with a few particular friends in the privacy of home
life. In the year of his death, 1882, mentioning to the pre-
sent writer the sheets of self-record whose preparation he
had several years before finished, he described them as a
series of pegs. "On them," he added, "may be hung those
materials about my life and work which may be gathered
by those who, like yourself, may be disposed to say some-
thing about me."

For several reasons presently to appear, nothing could
better match later associations of the Trollope family
than for its mythical founder first to have been heard of
in the county where much of his mother's girlhood was
passed, and where Anthony sometimes found a retreat for
his declining years. Troisloup's descendants—to assume
that there existed some foundation in fact for the story
which, without having thought much about it, young
Anthony presaged the novelist's inventiveness by telling
his Harrow schoolmates—made no further contributions
to Hampshire history, but gradually identified them-
selves with the north-midland or the northern counties.
When the family baronetcy was created in 1641 the


