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kiiift each other to love and good works, in thr eanso of missions, tt

would therefore ill hecome that Society of Christians, with whom the pre-
sent revival of experimental relis^ion commenced at the beuimiing of tho
lust ceritnry, to relax its efforts, and to * lose the thiiigs whioU it |ia»

vrought."

ADDRESS TO THE PUBLIC.

The present aj;e so fertile in political revolullons, hashccn notlcsf
strikintfly marked hy changes in the religious world, of a character
equally energetic, hut whose effects will outreach lliem in extent and
duration, as they surpass them in beneficence. 1'he commencement ot'

that grcnit revival of religion in these lands, which was instrumen-
tally effected hy men, whose names can never bo erased from the e-
ternal records of the church, is almost within the memory of some
living. Yet its iniliicnce has already been felt through almost every
part of the British empire ; and it is still daily developing its effects

upon the moral state of man both at home and abroad. The springs of
that powerful engine which the first instruments of this great work direc'.,r

ed against the ignorance and the vices of mankind are, perhaps, hut
now only ac'|uir;ng their full play: and the system begins to niovewitU
jiccelerated energy and more diH'used effect.

Appeals to the Bible, as the only standard of faith and practice,

avc birth to Prot(.stani;-m ; and by appeals to the Bible, and to thegav
scrij»ti«val forinuiaries of Prolestant churches, England, the greatest
I'rctostant sl;ite, was roused from its slumber, the substance was givea
to the sign of piety, and the body to its shadow. Wjth the reviving
spirit of religion, compas ;ion for the heathen, long neglected hy PrO"
testants, revived also ; and i.s religious feeling gives rapid birth to
jiction, their conversion, togeth«^r witii the instrnctipn of tiie distant
cohmies pf the empire, was early attempted ; and this important work
tius been prosecuted to the present day with increasing ardour.

Tn effi»rts of this kind, the Methodists, in the religious Con-
nexion first established by the Rev. John Wfslky, have long takea
a distinct, aud very zealous part ; and tlnir success hag been encon-
raging. In I7(i9, two preachers were sent to y^/menca, and tils' result
of this Mission has been the formation of Christian Societies on that
continent, which at present include above 214^000 members. Tha
IVcst-Tndkin Mission was next established. In 1780, the Rev, Dr.
CoKK, who was proceeding to America with three Missionaries, of
whom one only had been destined for the West Indies, the others being
designed to labour in Newfoundland, was driven by stress of vreather,
into the island of Antigua. There the Missionaries found ."^uch op4
portunities of nselulness, as required their nnited and iramediiite ex».
crtions ; and the Mission in thai and other islanda m nrpfifeiit ^m-,
j>h)ys thirty-one Missionaries. ;
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