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III tlio next ])IiUH', t!i(! «l('('larat'u)n, avf»i(lin*ij Hjiockmn iiiid

vagiio j>;('iu'r!iliti(S, ^nmiids itself with unxiouH ciiro upon tlio

juiHt, and rc'-otu-iicH rigiit and fact. Of uiuver.sjd i>rinci[)IeH

on<)ii<;h 18 repeated to ])r<)vc that America chose for hor own
that Kjstem of politics which rccop^niHcs the rul(! of eternal jim-

tieo; and independence is vindicated i)y tin; application of that

rule to the •;iicvoiiH instructions, laws, and acts, j)roceeding

from the kiiifj;, in the exercise of his prero^ativ{i, or in concur-

rence with the lonis and connnons of (treat Uritain. Tiie

colonies professed to (hive hack innovations, and not, with

rovinjif zeal, to overturn .dl linditional inequalities; they wore

no rchels afi;ainst the past, of which they knew the present to

be the child; with all the jii;lad anticipations of ^'reatness tiiat

hroke forth from the j)ro|)hetic soul of the youthful nation,

they took their point of departure from the world as it was.

They did not declare against monarchy itself; they sought no

general overthrow of all kings, no universal systeiu of re|)ub-

licri ; nor did they clieri !i in their hearts a lurking hatred

against princes. Till within a few years or months, loyalty to

the house of Hanover had been to them another naino for the

love of civil and religious liherty ; the Hritish constitution, the

best system that had ever bcin devised for the security of lib-

erty and property by a representative government. Xeither

Franklin, nor Washington, nor .lohii Adams, nor JelTerson,

nor day, had ever expressed a ])rel"erence for a republic. The

voi(!es that rose for inde[)en(lence s[)oke al'"o for alliances with

kings. The sovereignty of (Jeorge 111. was renounced, not be-

cause he was a king, but because he was deemed to be "a
tyrant."

The insurgents, as they took up self-goveniinent, manifest-

ed no im[)atience at the recollection of having been ruled by a

royal line, no eagerness to blot out memorials of their former

state; they sent forth no T igh Peter to recommend to the

mother country the abolition of monarchy, which no one seems

to have proposed or to have wished ; in tlie moment of revolu-

tion in America, thoy did not counsel the English to undertake

a revolution. The republic was to America a godsend ; it

came, though unsought, because society contained the elements

of no other organization. Here, and in that century here
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