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1775.. Other were drawn up by the General Confrrefs
)fr^ and by them tranfmitted to the different coSes

for the mfpeaion and confidcration of their refpcc
Jve affembjies. As thefe Articies of Confederatbn
,&c, were the only ouf-lines by which the ^reneralmovements and operatic ns of the-differem coloniem future t^cre regulated, and as they may ferve in
a^reat meafure to fljew the general fenfe and fpiritof tliefcjimes, we have given them at large, xvith

date this I. -n the Appei^dix.

..
The people, however, were not yet fufEciemlv

irritated nor their affedions and prejudices hi
aently broken, to accede to a Confederacy, which
though conditionally framed and worded, yet led toa total feparation from the mother country. For tho*
fhey took up arms and oppofed government, ftill, itwas in general, under the hope of obtaining thereby

Jr .^ g"lYances ; and that being the nearer
and morfe agi:eeable objeft, they would not willingly

ArLl?y
^"^ '^?§ ^""''^^'^ efpeciallyto one fo

dreadful a? a total feparation. It required a lon;rer
time m the contemplation of real or fuppofed in-
juries, ajd m fpeculations upon future, together
with frefh and conftant fources of irritation, to
arrive at that habit of vexation and hatred, which
was neceffary to break ties of fo long a Handing,
and to familiarize fo new an idea.

^ A refolution was alfo paffed by the Congrefs at
the appearance of autumn, that as America was
UtScd with a moft plentiful harveft, and Ihould
have a great fuperfluity to fpare for other nations,
10 it the late reftraining laws were not repealed,
within fix months from the 20th of July, on which
they commenced, the cuftom-houfes iliould be every
where fliut up, and their ports from thenceforth be
open to every ftate in Europe, (which would admit
and protea their commerce) free of all duties, and
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