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extensive and imposing tlian those of tlic first. Tlie

river, after a gentle descent of nearly one thousand miles,

and after receiving many large affluents, reaches the first

of these impetuous torrents where all its waters are com-

pressed into a narrow gorge only four hundred and fifty

feet wide, and at a single point near the right bank where

a sounding was possible, Mr. Stanley found a depth of

one hundred and thirty-eight feet.

The remaining thirty-one cascades are distributed

along a channel one hundred and fifty-five miles in

length, between banks from fifty to six hundred feet high,

and having a fall of one thousand one hundred feet. The
dimensions here given indicate that these rapids are

second, in power and impressiveness, only to those above

the Whirlpool of Niagara.
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