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Thk Oases Greei.y and Lockwood saw in GRiNNEf.i,

Land.

If
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Sotniif; romjincc asirlo, there are j];oocl reasons for bc-

licvin;; that o;iscs are siill occasionally found in the Arctic

regions ; atul, as we have already shown, the coal b jds

and f)ther signs which have been discovered there, aflord

indubitable evidence that, in some distant epoch, a lux-

uriant vcgiUaiion and genial climate prevailed at or ncnr
the Pole. Lieut. Grkei.v, in his lately pidilishcd book,

describes the oasis he found in (ikiNNRM- Land, within

the ice walls of the coast regions. Sir Joseph Hck^kek,
in 1876, expressed the opinion that (Jrinnell Land is not

ice-capped, as a lareje part of Greenland is, but that it is

an ice-girt island within which vcgctatioti and game flour-

ish. The district corres|)onding with this description,

where Lieuts. Greef.y and Lockwood saw little snow or

ice even in April, is north of 81'' north latitude, extending

about 50 miles north and south, and nearly from sea to

sea east and west. Here they discovered a large fresh-

water lake, a big river, and many long valleys where, later

in the season, flour shed a " luxuriant vegetation," which
served as pasturage for a good deal of game, including

many herds of musk oxen. In these grassy valleys,

within about 600 miles of the Pole, were found abundant
animal life, and numerous butterflies, bumble-bees, and
"devil's darning needles " enjoying the warm summer day.

'The old legends of the North and South Pole, which nov-

elists and poets have depicted with such picturesque effect,

may yet be verified by future explorers, if not by Col.

Gilder himself.
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