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your very original' and entertaining idea of im-

putations on the conduct of your troops.—Had

you at any time condefcended to inform us trom

whom thrfe pretcn kd imputarions originated, by

whom thtjj were propagat-ed^or in* what they con-

fift, we might indeed have inquired whether this

was the proper mode to be employed in defence

of your "troops j w. flight have doubted how

far your condutit had been really aduatcd by

zeal for »heir honour, but we Ihould at leall:

have allowed you the merit of iome art in con-

nedting the caule of your army with your cv/n.

But fince the aipcrfions you mention were per-

haps never heard or dreamt- oi by any man living

but yourfelf •, fince the convention troops (cfpe-

cially the Britifii , have invariably received the

appiaukdue to their intrepidity, and perftve-

rance •, we mult of ntct ilky afcribe all that rap-

fody about " i?inocent men^ bafe and barh'irous

cifpcrftons^ maUgnitj andpisJtr^^ to the vjtni'»;y of

exhibiting an image ot creative fancy. Of dif-

playing a period of tuneful compofiiion,.
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ft is unnecefTary here to repeat the remarks on

yo^ir dilobedieace of his Mjje{l,v*s order^ or on

the pretences by wh ch that difobedience is at-

tempted to be ji'ftified. They may all be com-

prized in thelc tnrcc propofitions : that the con-

vention troops arc in the ftate of abfolure pri-
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