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up the comfortable position they now enjoy, they will do it for the

superior powers they will exercise—for the larj^er field that will

he opened for the display of their talents, and the superior citizen-

ship which is involved in equality rather tlian in dependence.

This is the standpoint from which the Canadian Imperial Federa-

tionist looks at the question, and the most loyal and enthusiastic

would spurn the idea of acccptinf^ any other position than that of

absolute equality in any scheme for Federation which may be devised.

Here is a difficulty at the very threshold of the discussion. There

are not a few people In the British Islands with Innate prejudices

against admitting a large body of men from the various colonics to

the Imperial House of Commons, and at the same time entrusting

some of the executive departments of the 8tatc to Ministers coming

from across the sea, and representing Interests not exclusively Insular.

The temporary expedient of creating a powerless advisory council at

London may be attempted, but It will not be Imperial Federation. It

will not permanently settle the problem of the future of the colonies
;

it will not satisfy the aspirations of great and growing communities
;

It will not fulfil the yearnings for national life.

It must be kept In mind that each large colony will consider this

question of its future from its own standpoint, and this may lead to

vast differences In both motive and object. Note the wide difference

between the geographical position of Australia and that of Canada.

The former Is surrounded, In the main, by foreign and unenlightened

peoples. Its neighbours, if it may be properly said to have any, are

not those with whom It would be possible to affiliate. Its chief con-

nection with the great English-speaking world is through London

Its chief defence against attack from without is the British navy and

the prestige It carries. And yet in Australia we hear the note of

independence not unfrequentl3% The case of Canada would point still

more strongly In the direction of Independence. She Is not sur-

rounded by savage nations. She has upon her borders the greatest

English-speaking community the world has ever seen—a nation,

which has to-day a population of over sixty millions, but which will

have in a few decades a population close upon two hundred millions

—a nation with inexhaustible resources and enormous wealth—

a

nation which could create a navy greater than any yet afloat In a

few years, without noticing the expense or borrowing a dollar. It

can be easily seen that while London Is at present the centre of the

English-speaking world, yet Canada could keep up her connection

with the world and the race very fully by means of alliances on her

own continent. For her defence from foreign Invasion she looks

now to British arms ; but, if she chose to dispense with her British,

connections, she could easily ensure security by simply allying her

fortunes with her great neighbour, which Is an alteraiative not

available to either the people of Australia or of South Africa. Enough
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