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liiis liiMii IMTuliiiv nIuii)!', and riiniii>(l iircoppi'v, whicli was rmiiid in tlic Iianl l)lark lill-clay al ii

(l-l>iiil(liis. ili'lilh of Iwcniy I't'i'l ihkIi'i- Unlho Ifoir, near Kdiiilmru-Ii. Tliis is no Kolilarv I'xaiiiplc.

vniisi \\:l^ Till' Scottish Mnscnni ol' Aiitirniilii's lias othrr iniplcnn'iits ol'piiri' iupprr ; and Sir William

Wildi' states in ii'l'cnMicc t(i the collcciidns of the K'oyal Irish A'ailcmy, " upon larefnl

step, liiiiii ixaminntion, it has heen found that thirty of the rudest, and apparently the very oltlest

tal. Soiiw ', 'Its, are of red, almost unalloyed i-oppiT ;

" as is also the case witli some other rudely

prevailiil firmed tools in the same colleclioii,

ypt, it nil- It was a tem|>orary advanlan'e, doiihlless, luit a real loss, to the Iiidi:iu miners of Lake

dopininii, Superior that tlii'y found the native copper there ready to ham!, a i)ure duclile metal, pro-

to attiii.i liahly reirardecl hy them as only a variety of stone which —unlike its rocky nuitrix,—they

>olishr(l iDuldbend, or haninier into shape, without fraeturo. Its value as such was widely iipprij-

ornanieiiis i iated. The copper tools, every where retaininu' the specs, or larger crystals of silver,

this idc;i. ' haracti'ristic of the Lake Superior veiiLS, tell of the ditl'usioii of the metal from that siiiiile

imong tlie soun'e throughout all the vast regions watered by the Mississippi and its tributaries, and

f the metiiK astward by lake and river to the gulf of the St. Lawrence and the mouth ol tins Hudson.

There was a time when this trallic must have been systemutically carried on ; when
I lie ancient minors of Lake Superior Worked its rich coppers veins with industrious zeal

;

:iiid when, probably as jiart of the same aggressive energy, the valley of the Ohio was
Idling with a settled poi)ulat ion ; its great earthworks were in process of constrmtion, and a

native race entered on a course that gavt; promise of soiial progress. But, from whatever

cause, the work ofthe old miners was abruptly terminated ;
* the rsce ofthe Jlounds vanished

lromth(!scenesoftheiring<'iiious toil ; andruch'st barbarism resumed its away over the whole

northern continent. The same Aryan raci^ that, before the dawn of history; before the

.sanskrit-speaking people of India, or the Zends of Persia, entered on their southern homes;

spoki> in its own cradle-land, on tlii> Ingh plateau of Central Asia, the mother tongue of

>^anskrit, Greek, Celtic, and German, at length broke up, and went forth on its long

wanderings. It crossed the old continent, and in sneccssive detachments, wave after

wave, of Celts, Komans, Greeks, Slaves, ;md Teutons, broke in upon the barbarism of

prehistoric Europe ; displaced the old(M- races, Aliophylian, Neolithic, Iberian, Finnic, or by

whatever other name we may find it convenient to designate them; but not without a

<'ertain amount of intermingling of the old blood with that of the intruders. The sparsely

settled continent gradually lilled up. Forests were cleared, swamps drained, rivers con-

fined by artilicial baidvs and levees to their channels ; and th(>re grew up in their new home
the Celtic, Classic, Slavic, and Teutoiiit^ tongues, with all the richly varied culture and

civilization whi<h they rei>resent. Agriculture, the special ( haracteristic of the whole

Aryan race, nourished. They brought with them the cereals from their ancestral hinne
;

and, with iJenty, the favoured race multiplied, till at length it has grown straitened, within

the bouiuls of the continent which it had inadi> its own.

AVith the close of the loth century oiu' great cycle, that of Europe's mcdiipval era,

came toanend; andthen we trace the lirst beginnings of that fresh scattering of the Aryan

clan, and its new westiMii movement across the Ocean. It seems to me in a very striking

manner once more to repeat itself under our own eyes, as we look al)road on the millions

crowding in from Europe, hewing down the forests, filling up the waste prairies, and di.s-

* Prohistoriu Man, 3rd od. vol. i,,pp. 203-228.


