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with respect to the treaty with England of 1794. The other was

in the year 1798, respecting tlie course proper to be pursued after

the hostile and scandalous conduct of the French Directory. On

both occasions we were divided ; and on both the members of the

minority of each meeting were left at full liberty to vote as they

pleased, without being on that account proscribed or considered

as having abandoned the principles of the party. This, too, took

place at a time when, unfortunately, each party most erroneously

suspected the other of an improper attachment to one or the other

of the great belligerent foreign nations. I must say that I never

knew a man belonging to the same party as myself, and I have

no reason to believe that there was any in the opposite party,

who would have sacrificed the interests of the country to those of

any foreign power. I am confident that no such pcrGon is lo be

found now in our councils or amongst our citizens \ nor am I apt to

suspect personal views, or apprehensive of the effect these might

produce. My only fear is that which I have expressed, the diffi-

culty for honorable men to disenthral themselves from those party

sympathies and habits, laudable and useful in their origin, but

which carried to excess become a tyranny, and may leave the

most important measures to be decided in the National Councils

by an enthusiastic and inflamed minority. *


