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of that long peninsula (Aliaska) with wliich we are all

familiar on the map, but the title does not properly belong

to the whole territory.

I have before me a ' Report on the Resources of Iceland

and Greenland/ issued this year (1868) by the State

Department ut Washington. It was compiled, at the desire

of the Hon. W. H. Seward, by B. M. Peirce, Esq. From

tliat production I glean that the United States Government,

so far from regretting the purchase of Alaska, are almost

ready to bid for Iceland and Greenland! Mr. Seward's

mania for icebergs and snow-fields seems insatiable.

The o|)ening chapters contain some earlier reminiscences

of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, whilst in the

concluding pages I have attempted . to sketch California of

our own time. I have also briefly recorded some visits

paid by me to the eastern coasts of Siberia and Kamchatka.

Some of the most pleasant days of my life were spent

with the two Expeditions with which I have been con-

nected ; and of many of my old friends and companions I

shall ever think with much kindness. To Colonel Bulkley,

Engineer-in Chief of the Husso-American Telegraph Ex-

pedition; to Captain Scammon (U. S. Revenue Service);

and to my good friends Messrs. Wright, Chappel, and Lewis,

all American gentlemen with whom it was a pleasure to be

connected, I am indebted for courtesies which it would

be difficult for me to sufliciently acknowledge.


