
20 AT THE SIGN OF THE BEAVER
the occupant put himself severely to the question Tom
vv. h conflicting emotions, he tried to sS reason hot,t m the hrief moment which courtesy Tl owed Wm to

forTm ^f
^''•'" *^' enterprises of men of affairsfor him and a position worthy of herself in societvwhich his wife would assume only to adorn Tnd so

Is'st'ednl'^H- ^f'
^^--d business ma^" w ^assuredly right. His plan was simple and, once adooted

unquestionably fixed. Disco^ ry was impossibl^ttrewere no heirs to raise even a doubt. QuestionVf dt ewas effectually barred by the plan suggeSed. If it werenot adopted, all this wealth would lie undeveloped Is

Wh7t Th"°"' 1° "^"'" '' '^'°"^^^- Whv no^^agree

excent '^hr"^*'.;",?-
"^"^'""^^ absolutely nothing,except-Ah! dahle, there xs an exception to thy pleaAy, /zt^o^-professional honor and a good conscience!Thmk, man amr thy days on earth are L, and the years

-Delarth^ee^ T' T'^"'
^"^ ^"^ ^^^ ^^^ ^'h-

S^ 1 .1 ?•
^*^="^«-' Away, and tempt me not!

a glance the two eager faces watching his every moveand waiting his word, crossed the short space to the haTopen door, and called gently

:

" Antoinnette !"

" I am here, love."

As he took her hand and deferentially led his wife ahalf-pace into the office, the partners rose to their feet

he nn' ' "^'''. ^'''" '°'^^"^ '""^ ^^^ ^^ his X
qltrs^d:'^^^'^'

^^"^^ ''' '"^''-^ «--P-- and'

"Permit me. my dear! Mr. Snatchet. Mr. SkinnerOen-Gentlemen. Madame la Baronne de Tubinville whol"^nors me in being my wife."
""^'nviue, wno

The studied politeness of the men's salute scarce hid


