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The World’s Progress.

Exir KHarnira.

History is being mmade very fast during
these times. The overwhelming victory
over the Mahdists won by the Sirdar
Kitchener maintains the noblest tradi-
tions of British arms. The campaign on
the Upper Nile was not & war of aggres-
sion. It was not to avenge the death of
Gordon. It was to maintain the rights
of Egypt to her great Soudanese empire
from which she was unjustly ousted by
the fanatical and bloodthirsty Mahdists.
Its result is to carry law and order and
civilization through a wvast and fertile
region which had been rendered a very
hell on earth by the barbarism and
brutality of the I{halifa. It was a most
extraordinary example of the thorough
and eflicient organization of the British
army that such a crushing blow could be
delivered in the heart of Africa, sixteen
hundred miles up the narrow, shallow
and tortuous Nile. The movement of
troops, stores, arms and equipments with-
out any hitch ov disaster was like the
action of a piece of machinery, as steady
as clockwork, and was in striking con-
trast to the mistakes, disasters and
miseries which accompanied the late
Cuban campaign.

Another milestone has been passed in
Britain’s triumphal march from Cairo to
the Cape. In the interests of civilization,
of religion, of the many warring tribes of
Africa themselves, the whole world may
rejoice in these victories of Britain’s arms.
The congratulations of Kaiser Wilhelm
and of the American press show a recog-
nition of the disinterested valour of Great
Britain in spending her treasure, in shed-
ing the blood of her bravest and best for
no selfish purpose but to throw wide open
the domrs of trade and commerce to all
mankind.

Tue OLive Braxcen 18 THE BEar's Paw.,

Such is the picturesque phrase in which
the Christivn Adrocate describes the over-
tures of the Czar of Russia in favour of
a peace conference.  We trust that this
will be the turning-peint in the history
of the world. The burden of the armed
truce of the Great Powers has become un-
endurablel It is crushing the very life
out of the industries of the nations.  The
young Czar will win the eternal gratitude
of mankind if he will lead the way toa

universal dissrmament.  The greenest
leaf in the laurels of his grandsire, Alex-
ander I1., is his emancipation of twenty
millions of serfs. A brighter crown will
be that of the monarch who can relieve
mankind of the crushing burden of war
and end forever the slaughters of the
battlefield.

The autocrat of all the Russias can
better set the pace than any other power.
His empire is immune to hostile invasion.
It Las grown enormously during the cen-
tury. It has secured the ice-free har-
bours, to which it would be a dog-in-the.
manger selfishness for any power to object.
Its greatest need is opportunity to de-
velop its internal communication and
civilization, that the menaced famine of
Little Russia may be averted by the rich
harvests of the Ukraine and of the vast
Siberian plains.

It is said that through the good oflices
of Queen Victoria the I rincess of Wales
was sent to Copenhagen to meet her sister,
the Empress Dowager of Russia, who is
known to be earnestly in favour of peace.
Through these channels the Queen’s aver-
sion to the war with Russia, into which
Britain secemed to be inevitably drifting,
was made known to the Czau, and this
led to his overtures for peace.  If this he
so it is o greater glory to the later years
of her Majesty's reign than if her army
or navy had won a great battle.

The difliculty of gradual disarmament
should not be great. Let the powers
cease to incregse their armies and navies
as they have been doing in mad race for
years.  Russia’s threat to build new war-
ships was met by England’s resolve to
build twice as many. If only a halt is
called in this march towards ruin much
will be gained.  Thus gradually wmutual
confidence will be restored, the blessings
of peace will be appreciated, the rusting
ironclads will not be replaced, the vast
standing armies will gradually be mustered
out by the great conqueror Death, and
if no dragon’s teeth of discord be sown
there will spring up no crop of armed
men.

Britain, the great rival of Russia in the
East, may well reciprocate these overtures
of peace.  The German Emperor seems
to be coming to a saner mind and to he
less anxious to puse as war-lord of Kurope.
Ttaly and Austria will be glad to roll off
the crushing burden of Atlas from their



