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to make regulations iunder the Act, in respect of marriages of
foreignera with British subjecta contracted in the United King-
dom, has yet been exercised, fie that section 2 of the Act in ab-
solutely inoperative.

It in true that a slight and partial attempt to meet the
trouble has been made by the Home Office, in the exercise of its
inherent juriadiction apart f rom the last-mentioned Act, by
issuing a cireular urging the clergy and registrars te insist upon
the production by the foreign party of a certificat- of no im-
pediment, befere celebrating a marriage between a British sub-
ject and a French citizen, and much a certificate may ho pro-.
élureil fromi the Frélneh Conaulate; it xzay ho, too thllit, by ccoity,
the consular authorities of other foreigu countries give similar
ausistance; but this is uot :: ,ugli, tuid, in the absence of a gen-
Lýi4 international agreement, the position reinains full oi !serious
risks.

Therc nmay ho difficultiles, which are not apparent, in es-
tablishing reeiproeity herein betwecn the Vnited Kiugdcni and
et ber countries; but whatever the difficulties mnay be, they
should he resolved, se as te secure for British subjecta, upon an
international legal baasà, the protection conteinplated by the
àMarriage with Foreigners Aet in rnaking inarriages, entracted
in aceord.,nee therewith, universally valid.

ln this eonneetien it may h. ntentioned that the Ilague
Convention for the Regulation of Confliet of Laws repecting
11arriage, signed 12th June, 1902, in annexed to the Blue Book,
although Great Britain is not a party te it, because its provisions
moy indireetly affect the niarriage ùf British subjects with
national. of the. signatory States. The principal of the C'on-
vention is deelared ini its flrst article, thus: "The right te con-
tract inarriage la goirerned hy the law of the country of each cf
the future spouses, except where that law exprmsly provides
for the application of anothtr law:" the article is subjeet aiso
toe ertain reservation.% in faveur both of the lsîw cf the place of
celebration and cf tho law cf the naticnality cf the respective
parties, in partieular à,% te religious obligations and diuabilities.


