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Coaadan eoa*waem, and- about 1,790 milté of the. Newfound.
laid eoaa.watrs% or "bot 2,60 miles of the. tftemung 6ah-wealth
et them BritishÂzierican waters.

Furtiierore, tMmo oemnon ham long been an etnlg
a]lance, " whieh lias been productive of mueh international fric-
tien with the United Statee, éhiefly canmed by the. assertion hy its
Go'ernmbnt of untenable elaims of the innnunity of Amnerican
fishermen from the British and Colonial flshery and customs law.,
whiob are binding on the Colonial subjects of the Crown; and
aloo caused by some grave instances of the. misuse by American
fiahormen, of the. fishery privileges within the Colonial coast-
waters.

The. earliest misuse of tii... flahory privilegea by Amer.ican
was flot of fair competition that Hia Majesty'. Government have
fihermen was thusa ummarized by Lord Bathurst in 1816: " I
reason to, coxnplain, but of the. pre-occupation of British har-
houri by the fihhery vessela of the United States, and the forcible
expulsion of British vessels from places where their fisheries
miglit b. advantageoualy conducted." And later by Lord
Salisbury, forwarding to the United States Government the
report of the Naval Officer at Newfoundland in 1878: "The
report appears to, deinonstrate cc'nclusively that the United
States fIsherinen committed three distinct breaches of the law;
and that in the case of a vessel whose muster refused to desist
from flahing on Sunday, in violation of the law of the eolony,
threatened the. Newfoundland fishemnen with a revolver. " The
breaches of the law were: (1) flshing with purse-seines; (2)
fishing during the close season; and (3) fishing on Sunday. The
Naval Offleer further reported that the American fisinernien were

R interfering with the rights of British flhermen, and their peace-
ful use of the. coast occupied by thern, and of their huts, gardens,
and lande grazited them by their Government."

The reply of the. United States to this waq the assertion of
the immunity of American fisLermen from British laws, which
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