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OUR CRIMINAL TREA TMENT
AND PRISON P1L'NISH-

MEYTS.%

A cousiderable amount of turne wa.
devotedl at thei Int-2rnational I'ri:ioi (,on-

gra nLondon, La year, to dte quletion
fIoation until the end of 1oug senten-

ces, as in Leigurn-a matter miipor-
tance Po doubt ta the States whif-h are
now settling their principles of prison
discipline. It is, hoivever, alunost need-
less for mae to state thiat this question was
dbîpos;eI of iii Euîghand upwards of t1VenîŽ
years since, aftt-r experinients carried out
at I>erntauvile witli a care andi attention
whichi coula iqnoV be exet-ehlel il, ail.,
count'r%. IL will l>e iiteI thiat thesg.
experiniiexts 'acre iiot "a-_rrie(l out by the
pri lon )1lieials oIIIy :they were cuniduct-
cal by experi..ncod cùiornnh-.ioiiers in con-
iflct-i"i withi tlhora andl I asýcrt, wîth-
out feur of conîtradictionu, that the reports
up)n thais subjeat were uuîost exhaustive
and iiiîot valaii'o. The re-,It of
the.4ùe xperiiuncnts led, as ie ail knoNw,
the Governujeuet te ai itu gradulai
modification of -' Islton'nw carrictl
out lu the Publie Works Prisauii. The
report of the Ir'n Dusaîiplîne Cona

Liiteo lu1 ~O.baSud 01011l the nîo)st
exprihcel Vi(lliÈte in file CeUlItry,

entîreiv suipported the (iaveruîxîen t lu
this Act. Thero iwiud 4a no inistake in
otur jtrincip]cs. W ckniha; the
separataý s3steiu t ) be the basis of al
prison dlisciplinie, but in long sentences,
sucha as Vha>seof peu I lcvtnl, iVas
bein proved' hoth fir the healtli Of the
crixinwil andl for lais proper trainingiî, that
modifications arc neceàsarv a., th- een-
tence a acs

I mubunit tluat iu the diseus.,ion at the
Congresi no argunments %iee alhno
caliulateal ta inae u chiange our prin-
ciples, and that Balgilnn wira theo oniy
roluntry biavitig laractiesi caaperie of
"Isolation " for any very lii.gthieuad

perintd of tinic, beids hiladohlelal, iras
cloarly shown. Tho feeling of thc aipla'-
gatc%â Vheicuseti wvas eviuaced by thp meýo-
lution reconîniending P lrogressive Clas-
sificîîtion, wlîîch bias beexi madea a reality

Thie waa a papa-r ra Rt thf National Ami-
mOiatiolis, for the promotion of Social Scfience,
by thé, ltiglit lon. Sir Walter Croficia, C. Bl.

1with us; and by its adoption we have
ifound that not oniy the criminal is better
prepared for his relesse, but that the

,,public are more disposed to gîTe him
employmn.it.

In order to carry out a iývstem of " LÀo-
lation " to the endi with. our penal servi-
tude prisoners (which, experience lias
taught us tia reject), we shall have to
expend haif a million in prison builings,
anid to sustain a very heavy aniual icss ini
the -alue of «-prioiier-,' labour." Inde-
penilently of cost, I nc-ed itrarcely add
that we are not likely to reverse a pa'hicy,
wlib.ehî, lifter inany yearzs' expern.ncp, has
provk:I most R'inently sat.factiirv, and
bas nlet wî*th the support ef the highest
andl nost ex1 aerienced zautliïrities cn the

There was mucha l. ~n l the Con-
gras;s with regard to " C' .rpuarai Punish-
mient "and 4'Pend la'., as carried
out in this countr. lii hoth cases it
was.;, I think, evilent that there was
saine mnisapprehiensiau f tuev subject on

tl part of the deeuewlo sharedmi

matt' r should be fuil explained on our
part, for our w,.3unit-d practice ]las since
been. made the sui'jcýt of sc'-cre comment
on1 tlh- part of saine of the delegates. Lt
niay be ptassily c-,îîýitlüreil that explana-
titan is unnc'cessary but I cannot agree
in thiî v pinion, because we must rèniem-
ber thz.t tbev were vîiîîient and earnest
gentlemen, selected lii diifterent countries
for their practical knowlI-,.e of prison
diseipline, Ca'

1
. consideralale weighit will

verv probahly attachi to their staternent.
WVitl rxifcrencc to "U Corporal Punish-

mient," the argur-ncnts for tlic abolition
of the power to infiict it were evider.tly
Laaaed upon the assuniption that it could.
ho i iid iscri Yniuc Lely exercised. The
sp)eakersý dial not appear ta) realize the safe-
guiards ag'inst abuse which cxist in this
countrv, nanieiy, that it rannot bo infiot,
cd wiithont niagisterii.seiitence, approved
by niai lical authority -ami that tlue cms
niust be recorded for the information of
the Goveriiient insppector, who buas sso,
arcess to a'vory prisoner at bis periodical
visita. I tun conilrned iii thi3i impression
by the fict that M.ýous. D'Alinge, the
official delegate froin Sax(eny (a gentlamsri
Of great exprience and ability>, in hi&

ni r ni on the 1'Penal Confine-
met niaoy"dateal 1872, informa
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