
disease germs in them are likely to be dead or 
greatly reduced in recuperative power because 
of the drying. Hence, as a rule, things succeed 
in conveying infection only somewhat directly 
from the infector to the infectee, and practically 
only during the limited period when the germs 
are still fresh and moist.

c. Control of Infectious Diseases
7. These new principles place at the head of 

official public health activities, the search for and 
supervision of infected persons, and the control 
of the infected discharges, for the purpose of 
excluding them from mouths, and therefore also 
from food and drink. Prompt intelligent disin­
fection of all the excreta immediately after their 
discharge from the body, is the best weapon in 
the supervision of infected persons. Isolation 
of the infected person is the next best, and is 
more universally practicable, because immediate 
intelligent disinfection of discharges can rarely 
be secured outside of the very best hospitals for 
contagious disease. The search for and super­
vision of mild, early, convalescing, unrecognized, 
pnd concealed cases and carriers, as well as of 
frank cases, is necessarily an essential item in 
the scheme.

8. The modern public-health department re­
quires experts, but not experts in municipal house­
keeping, in street-cleaning, garbage-disposal, 
smoke-prevention, etc. Its experts are the vital 
statistician, the epidemiologist, the laboratory 
man, and the sanitary engineer, the latter dealing 
chiefly with the broad questions of water-supply 
and sewage-disposal.


