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SAINT LOUIS.

The River Queen, as Saint Louis is sometimes called, may

be looked upon as the threshhold leading to the wild and roman-

tic region of the Upper Mississippi, which is the Mecca of my
present pilgrimages.* It was founded in the year seventeen

hundred and sixty-four, by two Frenchmen, named Lliclade

and Chouteau, who were accompanied by about thirty Creoles.

The first steamer which landed on this spot came from New
Orleans in the year eighteen hundred and nineteen ; but the

number now belonging here is rated at threo hundred, many of

which are unsurpassed in speed and splendor of accommoda-

tions. The population of this city amounts to forty thousand

souls. It is elevated some eighty feet above the low-water

mark of the Mississippi, and from the river presents a hand-

some appearance. The old part of *he town is inhabited by a

French population, and is in a dilapidated condition ; but the

more modern portion is distinguished for its handsome streets,

and tastefully built mansions and public buildings. It might

be compared indeed, to a man with a French heart and Yankee

limbs ; and it is a singular circumstance that its geographical

position is within three hundred miles of the centre of North


