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THE

Prelent State ofNorth America.

A p. I.

The Difcovenes, RightSy and Pojfejions of
Great-Britain.

;)90KH£ Cabots, with other Subjefts of

fT)0( TYitCxovrnoi England^ did in 1496 North Ame-

[^)0( and 1497 difcover and take poffef- rica Jirft difr

fion of, according to the Forms convertJby tb*

ufcd in thofe Times, all the Eafiern Coaft of EngliA.

\}{orth-Jmericafrom Cape Florida to the North

\Polar Circle^ for, and in the Name of, the Crown of Eng-
\land. They had a Grant from the Crown of the Property of

lali Lands they (hould difcover and fettle Wejlward of Europe \

[but they made no Settlements in confequence of that Grant*

JTbis Difcovery of the Continent of North-America was prior

[to that of any other Europeans \ for Columbu s did not diir

[cover thtljlands in xhtGulfof Mexico till 1498, and it was

[1504 beforie the /r^wA difcovered any Part of North-Jmertea*
'In thofe Days Priority of Difcovery, even

Iwithout a continued Occupancy or Pofleflion,

7as deemed a good Claim. It is true, we did

lot immediately make any Settlements there,

Inor did we fo much as navigate the Coaft for

[near a Century following, Henry the Vlllth being too much
jengaged in the Difficulties which attended theProgrefsofthe

iReformation, to be at leiiure for foreign Undertakings';
'
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