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The tonnage of Britain's coafting trade»

That of aU. French (hipa, —
Tlbe former fuperior by -—

Seamen <^ Britain's coafting trade,

Plantation ditto, — —
Fiflieries ditto, — —
All the French commerce^ ^

The former fuperior by —
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Thefe heads of comparifon reduce the parallel to a very plain ftate.

The whole commerce of France has, by a modern writer*, been ya««

lued at 8,750,000 iper annum, but evidently too low: his deiign, how-
ever, was to undervalue every thing but agriculture.

It would be mere trifling to compare the commerce of Britain with that

of any other power than Holland and France.

SECT. XVIL

0/the tmpwtance of Commerce to Great Britain—The Means of promoting
it—And Conje^ures on its future State*

IN this fe^tion I fludl fpeak of commerce in its common extent, com-
prehending the pofic^ion of dipping and the employment of feamen.

I {hall avoid entering minutely into the examination of a point that has

been canvaiTed by a million of writers ; only touching on a few circum-

ftances, which it is requifite ihould not be wholly omitted in this Eifay.

. The importance of trade to this nation confifts in, firfi^ the employ-
ment of our poor ; fscondly^ the acquisition of riches ; thirdly^ the fup-

port of naval power. A very few words will fliew that thefe inter^fts arc

in fome meafure diftind, and certainly of high importance. It may
perhai>s be thought, that the employment of our poor, and the acquifi-

tion of riches being the fame thing, I have made a diftindlion without a

difference. I do not deny their being in fome relpeils the fame thing,

but certainly i.ot in all; a bfmg trade, that is, one in which the balance

i% again ft us, may employ vaft mimbers of our poor. The importation

tv Tntntts til la Ftmm mat tnunduiy torn. ii. p. 315.
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