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have found, a treasury and an arsenal, with officers r.ad men in botli,

ready to support their cause ! They saw the approach of a polar

winter, cutting off, as they supposed, all the external resources of the

colony, and giving them immense advantage from their numbers ^and

extended plan of operations over a mere handful of troops, ill prepared,

and unaccustomed to contend, in active warfare, with the severity of
such a climate. In a word, the conspirators could never hope to be again

in possession of so fair a field of action as was now presented to them
;

and in entering boldly on the contest, they calculated confidently

—

events have proved how justly—that the first success would bring them
such reinforcements from beyond the frontier as would put their cause

out of immediate danger, and eventually drag the States into the quarrel.

To her troops and their energetic leader England is alone indebted for

the prevention of these disastrous consequences ! The sword has again

redeemed the errors of the pen, and vindicated the insulted majesty of

the laws

!

We do not mean by these remarks to hold her Majesty's present

Ministers responsible for that mistaken policy towards Canada which
has led to such deplorable results. In its general scope and application

their policy was substantially the same as that adopted by the last two
Tory administrations which preceded them, and which had recently re-

ceived the sanction and approval of the Imperial Parliament. But to

them does assuredly attach ihe blame of having followed out that system
long after it had ceased to hold out a prospect of success, and of having

persevered in it until conciliation was mistaken for weakness, and a
hostile combination formed, subversive of the sovereignty of the country.

We have for years past watched attentively the progress of events in

Canada. We have seen concession after concession made—made un-

wisely, and in vain—to the lust for power of a dominant republican

faction—hostile to our laws, our institutions, and our race ! We have
seen her Majesty's Government, her representative, her people and her

Parliament, treated by a knot of factious demagogues wuh scorn, in-

sult, and contempt ! We have seen demands put forth and resolutely

insisted on in a British colony totally incompatible with British supre-

macy ar.d connexion ; and it grieves us to add, we have seen these

revolut'onary and seditious demands gravely entertained and calmly

investigated by a British Government! This was carrying conciliation

and forbearance far beyond the farthest barrier of the constitution

!

The result has been a civil war

!

Let us take a short review of the several stag?s of this extraordinary

struggle for ascendency between a mild, paternal Government and a

people enjoying as much real freedom, and as entire an exemption

from the burthens of taxation, as any nation on the globe. It has been

said that the seeds of this revolt may be found in the constitutional act

of 1791 ; and it was certainly a bold if not a hazardous experiment to

entrust a re])resentative system, upon so broad a basis, to a conquered

people, wholly uneducated and untrained to constitutional privileges,

brought up in feelings of deep-rooted hostility towards us, and in habits

and customs adapted to the dcBpotic rule to which they had been pre-

viously subjected. But it was not unreasonably presumed by the great

and generous framer of the Canadian " Bill of Rights" that so noble a

concession would for ever conciliate the affections of tiiese new subjects
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