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disconsolate allies farewell, and nothing would con-

tent them but a promise to return soon. Before

embarking, he addressed his own men: —
"My friends, let us give thanks to God for the

success He has granted us. It is lie who saved us

from tempests; it is He who inclined the hearts of

the Indians towards us; it is He who blinded the

understanding of the Spaniards. They were four to

one, in forts well armed and provisioned. Our right

was our only strength; and yet we have conquered.

Not to our own swords, but to God only, we owe our

victory. Then let us thank Him, my friends ; let us

never forget His favors ; and let us pray that He may
continue them, saving us from dangers, and guiding

us safely home. Let us pray, too, that He may so

dispose the hearts of men that our perils and toils

may find favor in the eyes of our King and of all

France, since all we have done was done for the

King's service and for the honor of our country."^

Thus Spaniards and Frenchmen alike laid their

reeking swords on God's altar.

Gourgues sailed on the third of May, and, gazing

back along their foaming wake, the adventurers

looked their last on the scene of their exploits.

Their success had cost its price. A few of their

number had fallen, and hardships still awaited the

survivors. Gourgues, however, reached Rochelle

on the day of Pentecost, and the Huguenot citizens
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The speech is a little condensed in the


