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TtiK Author (if lliis appeal feels i^ to be due to himself and to

Ills Brethren, who may difler frbrri'liim in their view of the qiup-

tion discussed, to state that he has been impelled by an impera-

tive sense of duty to enjrago k'fi and loath, in the [)erilous tat^k of

txpouiiding and vindicating a cause to which, notwithstanding

many late defections, he believpfj'that the Synod of our Chureli

arc irrevocably pledged by their mvn declarations as well as by

the most sacred obligations of tryth and moral duty. lie sin-

cerely regrets tha* none of Jiis i3rethren better qualified for

the task, have come forward in a cause which is wortliv of the

ablest champion, and in a crisis which makes it almof^t a crime to

be silent. If any part of his statements or reasonings be thought

to bear hard against the character and proceedings of any of the

Ministers or Ecclesiastical Judicatories, he can say conscientiously,

that ho has set down nought in malice, and if in a crisis like the

present when the greatest interests of the Church are in jeopardy,

in acting upon the ancient maxim, " Sacrifice only to truth," lie

has been constrained to utter a word that may for a moment
wound the eensibility of any brotlier, he can sincerely say that he

lias felt it to be one of the painful necessities of duty.

t\)i the crude and undigested form in which he presents thii

appeal to the public he begs to apdogize, and to throw himself

upon the good nature and indulgence of his readers.
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