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belt of rocky mountains and volcanic plains,

several hundred miles in width, must ever remain

an irreclaimable wilderness, intervenhig between

the abodes of civilization, and affording a last

refuge to the Indian. Here roving tribes of

hunters, living in tents or lodges, and following

the migrations of the game, may lead a life of

savage independence, where there is nothing to

tempt the cupidity of the white man. The
amalgamation of various tribes, and of white

men of every nation, will in time produce hybrid

races like the mountain Tartars of the Caucasus.

Possessed as they are of immense droves of

horses, should they continue their present pred-

atory and warlike habits, they may, in time, be-

come a scourge to the civilized frontiers on either

side of the mountains ; as they are at present a

terror to the traveller and trader.

The facts disclosed m the present work, clearly

manifest the policy of establishing mihtary posts

and a mounted force to protect our traders in

their journeys across the great western wilds,

and of pushing the outposts into the very heart

of the singular wilderness we have laid open, so

as to maintain some degree of sway over the

country, and to put an end to the kind of " black

mail," levied on all occasions by the savage " chiv-

alry of the mountams."
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