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S A Concise Account of

French, who, in 1705, laid fiegeto, and demo-

lished the town of St. John's, with all the

fifhing {lages, &c. but could not reduce the

fort.

By the treaty of Utrecht the ifland was a-

gain furrendered to the Engli(h, but they did

not enjoy that and the fifliery on the coafts,

without repeated interruptions from theFrench;

and in 1762 they took our fort at St. John*s,

and reduced this ifland to their obedience; but,

by the vigilance and adivity of the Britifli com-

manders and troops then in America, were dif-

poiTcfTed of it the fame fummer, after they had

confiderably improved our fortifications there,

and are at this time entirely excluded from the

ifland and the fifticry on the coafts, except on

the Ifland bank, and a few fmall iflands that

lie off between Cape Ray and Cape St. Mary.

The foil of this ifland, as hath been hinted,

is very barren (excepting fome glades upon the

banks of rivers) in the inland parts of it, rifing

into hills, or finking into bogs and fwamps,

and where not covered with water, af-

fords nothing but fhrubs, fpruce, and white

mofs.

There are in this ifland many fine rivers,

lakes, aud rivulets, which abound with beaver,

ptl^rs, and the like, and in which is great plenty
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