8

of the framers of the treaty to the locality and courses of the
river, has produced the monstrous- absurdity, that there is
actually no, readily, practicable communication between Lower
Canada and New Brunswick, without crossing a part of the:
American territory, now called the province of Maine.

It then proceeds westward along the forty-fifth degree of
Jatitude, till it reaches the St. Lawrence, cutting off, in a most
artificial and .unnatural manner, the water communications of:
Lake Champlain and Lake George, with the St. Lawrence;
thence along the middle of the St. Lawrence into Lake Ontario,
through the water communication between it and Lake Erie,
through the middle of Lake Erie to the water communication
with Lake Huron, through that, and then across Lake Huron:
in a northerly direction, and through the straits of St. Mary
into Lake Superior.

That no geographical blunders took place in the drawing of
this extensive line from the St. Lawrence to Lake Superior,
may be ascribed to the plain direct course, which did not admit
of ignorance or inattention deviating either to the right or the
feft. But the line is thenceforward described to extend
through Lake Superior northward to the isles Royal and
Philippeaux, to the Long Lake, and the water communication
between it and the Lake of the Woods; thence through that
lake to the northernmost point thereof, and thence in a due line
west to the river Missisippi.

Now there is no water comniunication at all between Lake
Superior and the Lake of the Woods. = A height of land inter-
venes between them, from which the water flows in north-
westerly and south-easterly directions. The line presumed
to be meant by these accurate negociators, is that along which

. the  north-eastern fur trade is conducted. There is a small

river flowing into Lake Superior, which it is necessary tor
ascend in canoes, landing frequently at carrying places, to avoid
rapids and falls, which are numerous in this river, as its course
from the height of land into Lake Superior is short, and the




