
8 STKAMLANKS ACROSS TIIK ATLANIIC

IN'iiiiit MS to hope that this iiroject may ren'ive your fiii-

tlier attention, ami tliat you Avill prepare a ehart, exhibit-

in f? the routes suggested, so hiid otl' as may, in your judg-

ment, best answer the puri>osc in view, of lessening th»'

liability oC collision without materiiilly lengthening the

passage.

Ijy thus carrying out a pioiwsition which strongly reconi

mends itself to many, you will add another important

service to the many for which we would express our thanks.

I.icut. M. V. Mai uv,

Xotiinwl Ohsrrnifori/. Wnshiiigton.

/'ipljl to aluH-ii (lat(')l Frhrvar}/ J.*), iS.Vt.

(ir.NTi,i:MKN: 1 dulv received vour communication of the

Sth ultimo, rc(|uesting me to carry out the proposition con-

tained in my letter of the 8th of November last, to NN'alter

II. clones, es(i., of New York, by projecting the two steam-

lanes across the Atlantic, viz, one for the steamers to go

in and the other for them to come in.

1 at once addressed myself to the task, and after a care-

ful examination of the somewhat ample materials att'orded

l>y thisolVice, 1 have at length the i>leasur<' to submit charts

with the lanes projected on them, together with other mat-

ter bearing upon the subject.

I have examined a nuuiber of the logs both of the C\»l-

lins and the Cunard lines. Tiie part of the ocean used l>y

them in their voyage to and fro, between the meridians of

ir>' and <».")" west, is, for the American, .'500 miles broad, and

for the I'Jiglish, ITtO miles broad. The American roadway
oveilajts and includes the Ijiglish; consequently there is

a breadtli of ocean ."500 miU's wide, in any part of which a

sailing-vess»'l. by night or in the fo'g, is now liable to be

brought into collision with the steamers.

Now, snppos<' we lake this sanu' breadth of ocean and
lay ott a lane, twenty or twenty live miles broad, lu'ar its

northern border, and another, lifteen or twenty miles l)road.

near its southern border, and recommend thesteanu'rs, when
coming westwardly, to use tln' foruu'r, and, when going east-

wardly, to take the latter: would not the adoi>tion of the

lecommendation contribute to llie safety both of steam and
sailing vessels, of passengers an<l crews .' 1 think s<».

1 do not in<-;ni to eieate the iiupre<>i(U( by :ni\tliiiig I


