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MORE tliHii two years liavcj paHscd

away .siiicti i laid my pt-ii asidt'.

During that iK-riod law ami (Uitii's

akin to U'j^al pursuits liavo cngiosscd

uiy tiniL" ; and it is with some dilHih-ncc

i vt'Uturo to writ<! on any sulijcct

foreign to my inimcdiato studies ; for

it is itossil)Ic that if 1 (jvcr had any

right ti) ajijicar, ovt'n as the meanest

recruit in the army of letters, that

right is gone ; 1 have heon too long

away from parade ; tlie Hiiihhohitii of

expression entitling me to admittance

has, perhaps, Ihjcoiuo corrupted amid

the wrangle of the courts, and the jai--

uon of livin'' customs horiowed from a

dead past. But inasmuch as what 1 have

to say, apart wholly from form, is cal-

culated to do good to Canada,—calcu-

lated, I dare believe, to prove helpful

to the generous young num occupied

in fitting thi'niselves lor life's iluties,

—ardent and ujisoiled spirits whose

hopes are tinted with a light which is

the herald of a larger day— 1 will,

issuing like Gareth from tlm smoke

and dinge of a lowlier otiice, attempt

a little knightly service. The time

necessary for that can-ful worknum
ship called for l>v even the humhlest

essay is not at my command. 1 shall,

therefore, trusting to the reader's in-

dulgence, put down my thoughts as

they ai'iso.

During the present .session I have

availed my8elf of ev<'ry hour ! could

snatch from lalwrious duties, to hear,

on a question of thu largest dimen-

sions, the politicians and Htatesmen

in our < 'anailian Parliament ; and men,
not in the front rank, Init occupying
prominent positions in both tlu* great

parties, observing this, have ask(id mo
how our leaders wouiil compare with

thost! of the lliitish Hous») of Com-
mon.s. Thtur wonder at my replies

would alone liavt; suggested tliis writ-

ing, to which, however, as will \n\ s(!en,

1 .should have l»een prompted by yet

other consiih-ration.s. A cc^rtain senti-

ment of scorn mingled in my mind with

a resentment not unrighteous, whi'n

astonishnumt was e.\j)ressed that we
sliouhl have men inCanada who would
well com])are with, who might stand

up to, the best men of any other coun-

try.

Ther(i is a prevalent idea that the

disparity lietween the conditions of

education in the United Kingdom and
those of Canada is so gi'eat that to be-

lieve Canadians could l»e the eijui'l of

Englishmen is like rebellion against

the laws of nature. Men born aiul bred

in old countries have, hit it beat once
admitted, .some advantage from the

point of view of culture we do noL pos-

sess. Hut ' the wine,' says the too cyni-

cal, but observant soldier— ' the wine
she drinks is made of grapes.' W(> are

of the same l)lood as the men of the

United Kingdom. We have not, in-

deed, the monuments of antiejuity, the

picture galleries, the old cathedrals,

I

the ancient s(uits of learning, the cities

I over which historical forms seem to
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