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myst'lf, tliis was scarcely neccssaiy ; l)iit in view of wliat I liavr

just, stiitcil, it uKiy lit' tiiat all lu' can do will he required to reseiu'

from total ruin llie resnlt.s of our labors.

An illustration of a ditl'erent eliaraeter is atl'ordeil liy the eonlju-

versy now ranini; with respect to the so-called I'ucoids of tlu'

ancient rocUs. At one time the <rronp of fueoids or aly;!v eo.nsti-

tntt'd a iit'ucral place of retujic foi' all sorts of nnintelliiiilile forni>

and niarUinus ; jj;raptolitcs. worm-trails, crustacean tiacks, shrink-

a;^('-cracUs. and aliove all rill-niarkin^s forming a hcti-roueneous

jiroup of fiicoidal remains (listin<j;uislu'd hy generic and speeilie

names. To these weie also added some true land plants, liadly

preserved or exhiiiiting structures not well understood liy hoL-,-

iMsls. Such a group was sure to lie eventually diMueudiercd.

'I'lie writer has himself doni' souu'thing towaid this."^ hut Pro-

fessor Nathorst has done still iiK)re.'' and now S(jiue intclligililc

explanation can lie gixcn of many of these forms. (.||uite retteutly,

liowe\er the Count de Saporta, in an ehiliorate illustrated memoir'"

has conu' to the dcferce of the I'ucoids. more especially against 'he

deslruclivf experiments of Nathorst, and would c rry hack into

the \egelaMe kingdom many things which would seem to he

nieic trails of animals. AVhile writing this address, I have re-

ceived from I'lofessor C'rie of Heniies, a pa|)er in which he not

oidy supports the algal uatui'e of JiH.sirJinitcs, Arthrirlniites and

many other supposed fueoids, lint elaii for the vegetable king-

dom even Jiircptaoilitcn and .Irrlia dO/al/iKs. It is not to be

ileuied that some ol' the facts which he cites respecting the

struetuic of the S/j,liiiiii<r and of certain modern encrusting .l/j/c

are \ efv sngge>ti\i'. thoueji 1 e.'iuuot agree with his conclusions.

M\ own experience has convinced nie that, while non-botanical

geohigists are [irone to uustake all kinds of markings for plants,

even good iiotanists. when not familiar with the chemical ami

mechanical conditions of fossilization, and with the present phe-

inimena of tidal shores, are (piite as easily misled, though they

aie very prone on the other hand to regard land plants of some

complexity, wlieu liadly preservi'd, as nu-re alga'. In these cir-

cumstances it is very dillicult to secui'e any consensus, and the

truth is only to be found by careful observation of eomiietent men.
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