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and have been amazed to find nearly ail
those municipalities and sehool districts re-
porting surpluses, balances in the bank, and,
in certain cases, taxes collected to the amount
of seventy-five or eighty per cent. As an
instance of wbat bas taken place I should like
ta mention the little town of Nanton, flot
far from High River, with a population of
about 1,000. I arn going to read from a news-
paper report in respect to tbat town's posi-
tion, because I think it wiIl help ta efface
the impression that exista in rnany minds
tbat Western Canada is insolvent. It is
from the report of the annual meeting Of
tbe town of Nanton:

The financial statement sbowed the towa to
be in good shape. The town does flot owe a
single dollar of debenture indebtedness, the last
payment being made over a year ago.

The amount of cash on band is about $2,000
more than lest year.

Some conveniences were provided for the
people, for it says:

Total assets are placed at over $29,000, which
includes a $15,000 skating rink and curling rink,
town hall, fire station and equipment, and street
maintaiaing equipment, on all of which there
is flot a single dollar of indebtedness.

Tbat is the record of one community, and
1 tbink I could quite easily bring forth evi-
dence to show tbat, the two large cities in the
province of Alberta excepted, nearly ahl tbe
urban municipalities are in a strong financial
position. I have flot heard of any muni-
cipalities in Alberta being forced into the posi-
tion of many municipalities i the province of
Ontario whicb bave practically fallen into the
banda of a receiver and are baving their affairs
administered by a commission Or some gov-
ernment official. That sort of tbing ba.s n-ot
occurred in Alberta.

While I arn - on my feet and speaking of
tbe position of municipalities I may refer
ta the city of Lethbridge, which has a popu-
lation of perbapa 15,000. The city manager
af Lethbridge in making bis annual report
predicted that if nlo heavy capital expendi-
turea were made in the next few years that
city would be out of debt in 1943. The
sinking fund of the city is in a bealthy con-
dition, and ita tax rate bas been reduced;
ahl thia in spite of the fact that its con-
tribution ta relief bas been mucb beavier
than that of other cities of similar popula-
tion. because of tbe unemployed coal miners
in the district. Good management in past
yeara bas placed tbe city in such a position
that unleas beavy capital expenditures are
undertaken it will be possible for it to be
completely out of debt in seven or eigbt
yeara. 1 started out with a somewhat gloomy
picture. I bave tried ta end up with sorne-
tbing a little brigbter.

Tbere is one other thought that I should
like ta impreas upon bonourable members in
connfection witb. Western Canada, and it
relates ta the Farmn Rebabilitation Act
pasaed by the late Governent. If I have
tbe ear of tbe present Government I arn
going ta say that that Act sbould be main-
tained, and that, it should be assisted out of
the treasury of the Dominion of Canada, for
tbe reason tbat it will belp considerably
in rebabilitating many sections of Western
Canada wbich were believed ta bave been
destroyed as far as agriculture was concerned.
I tbink I bave told tbis Chamber on other
occasions tbat ten or fifteen years ago south-
eaatern Alberta bad an experience aimilar ta
that af certain other sections during recent
years. Soutbeaatern Alberta waa regarded as
a dried-out area with no future possibilities.
Many people Ieft it, with the assistance ai
the Government, but a conaiderable number
remaîned. Those remnaining were tald tbey
could not look for any mare assistance, and
that if their cropa failed tbey would have
ta take care af tbemnselves. You rnay be
aurprised ta learn that during the past four
or five years the greater portion of that
area bas been one of the most productive
and best sections in soutbern Alberta. Know-
ing tbat tbey could get no belp from. out-
side, the people there set about discovering
the beat methods ai farming. They found
the rigbt way ta farm-the proper impIe-
ments ta use and the proper metbads ai
cultivating tbe land. I arn not acquainted
witb tbe dried-out areas in sautbern Sas-
katchewan, but I bave been told that it
migbt be much better for the gavernments-
ta try ta keep experienced people in that
area than ta encourage them ta go ta areas
in the far nortbern part ai the province,
wbere the possibilities may be fia better,
perbaps not as good. Tbe Farm Rebabilita-
tion Act aims at the recavery of tbe areas
tbat have been damaged sa mucb in recent
years, and in view ai wbat bappened in
southeaatern Alberta I arn convinced that
any money spent in sbowing tbe farmers
that by adapting certain metbods tbey might
get a crop in wbat are considered dry years
would be well spent, and that it would be
better ta keep tbemn wbere tbey are than
ta send themn some place else, wbere the
resuit migbt neot be better.

If I were ta devote myseif ta any other
question mentioned in tbe Speech frorn the
Throne it would be ta unemployment. I
feel very strongly that we are goiog ta bave
un'employmnent for a considerable time ta
corne, no mnatter how g'reatly purchasing
power m'ay be restored. A new race of men
and w amen bas been growing up of recient


