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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Monday, May 14, 1984

The House met at 2 p.m.

® (1405)

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.0. 21

[English]
NATIONAL REVENUE
ALBERTA TAXPAYER'S CLAIM AGAINST DEPARTMENT

Mr. Gordon Taylor (Bow River): Mr. Speaker, I have
several times brought to the attention of the Minister, in this
House and by letter, the plight of a constituent of mine who
lives in Cochrane, Alberta. He paid $1,000 on an instalment
basis to the Department of National Revenue through the
Mercantile Bank in Calgary, on October 14, 1975. The Minis-
ter admits the money came to the Department, it was not
credited to this man’s account, and about that time it sent a
$1,000 cheque back to the Mercantile Bank in Calgary
because of a lack of identification. The bank says it is agreed
by all that my constituent paid the $1,000 in October, 1975,
and that the bank took another $1,000 to pay this same
account out of this man’s bank account, by order of Revenue
Canada, because it had not been credited to his account.

The bank goes on to say there is evidence that the man paid
the $1,000 and the Department does not have evidence it paid
the $1,000 back to the bank. The bank says if it had some
evidence of that, the bank would make it good. But the
Department cannot come up with that evidence because the
Minister says the departmental records have been destroyed.
Surely, Mr. Speaker, this man should not be left holding the
bag.

Mr. Speaker: The Hon. Member’s time has expired.

* * *

[Translation]
THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION

OFFICIAL RESIDENCE RENOVATION COSTS

Mr. Gaston Gourde (Parliamentary Secretary to Solicitor
General of Canada): Mr. Speaker, Canadians have always
wondered what the Leader of the Progressive Conservative
Party meant by cutbacks. He has said time and time again
that cutbacks are absolutely necessary, adding that if he were
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to form the Government, he would make radical cuts in
spending, wherever and whenever that would be necessary.

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry to say that at the very first
opportunity, the Leader of the Official Opposition did not
hesitate to spend our tax money very generously. Cutbacks
were certainly not on his mind when he spent nearly $150,000
in public money on renovating, redecorating and a few coats of
paint at Stornoway, the official residence of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Predecessors of the present Leader of the Progressive Con-
servative Party showed Canadians they took cutbacks more
seriously. Mr. Speaker, Canadians cannot afford to move this
free spender from Stornoway to 24 Sussex Drive, the official
residence of the Right Hon. Prime Minister. However, perhaps
the Progressive Conservative Leader can afford to spend this
kind of money on his residence because he already knows he
will be there for a long time. He has signed a long term lease,
unless the long knives of the Progressive Conservative Party do
their work once more.

[English]
INVESTITURE OF GOVERNOR GENERAL SAUVE
CONGRATULATIONS TO FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

Hon. Flora MacDonald (Kingston and the Islands): Mr.
Speaker, those of us who have the honour to sit in this
Chamber develop a special kinship for one another regardless
of party affiliation. We take deep personal interest in one
another, and that continues even when we leave this Chamber.
Never, Sir, were those ties more deeply felt, never was that
interest more deeply evidenced than this morning when we saw
one of our former Members elevated to the highest office in
the land as Governor General. We who came here in the class
of *72 are particularly proud that one of our number should be
so designated.

Her Excellency, Madam Sauvé, takes with her to that high
office a wealth of experience and accomplishment which has
distinguished her public service to Canada.

[Translation)

I said that Members of the class of *72 are happy to see this
great honour conferred on one of their group. Speaking as
well, if I may, on behalf of the Minister of National Health
and Welfare, since we both became Members of the House at
the same time as Mrs. Sauvé, I must say that we are particu-
larly pleased. We are proud of the fact that she is the first



