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HOUSE OF COMMONS
Wednesday, February 2, 1983

The House met at 2 p.m.

* (1405)

[English]

HOUSE OF COMMONS

CHANGE IN OFFICIAL OPPOSITION SEATING ARRANGEMENTS

Madam Speaker: I have been informed by the Whip of the
Official Opposition that the Right Hon. Member for Yellow-
head (Mr. Clark) will occupy seat No. 162 and that the Hon.
Member for Yukon (Mr. Nielsen) will occupy seat No. 161.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

STATEMENTS PURSUANT TO S.O. 21

[Translation]

TRANSPORT

EFFECT OF NEW GRAIN TRANSPORT POLICY ON QUEBEC

Mr. Jean-Guy Dubois (Lotbinière): Madam Speaker, I am
very pleased with this opportunity to speak under the provi-
sions of Standing Order 21. Yesterday, the Canadian Govern-
ment announced a new grain transportation policy. Since that
announcement, a lot has been said, but in fact, very little has
been said, in Quebec. Many Quebec farmers are wondering
about the policy and what the implications are going to be. As
a Member from Quebec and as Chairman of the Caucus Sub-
Committee on Agriculture, we-and I personally-have
always been ready to defend the interests of Quebecers as we
did in the past for the dairy policy, pork price stabilization
payments, the $33 million policy for the storage of grain and
other areas between 1978 and 1983. We shall be going on a
speaking tour through Quebec starting on Monday, at Saint-
Raymond de Portneuf and Rimouski, to explain our position,
to hear what our fellow citizens have to say about this policy
and to explain the grain transportation policy to Quebecers
and especially to Quebec farmers.

TRANSPORT

REQUEST THAT LIBERAL MEMBERS DENOUNCE MINISTER'S
LIVESTOCK FEED PROPOSAL

Hon. Roch La Salle (Joliette): Madam Speaker, under the
same standing order, I would like to make a few comments on

behalf of millions of Quebecers who today are demonstrating
their disappointment with respect to the proposals made
yesterday by the Minister of Transport regarding this grain
policy. Madam Speaker, as a representative of Quebec and on
behalf of Quebec farmers, it is my duty to point an accusing
finger at those brave Liberal Members who not long ago were
giving the Province of Quebec and Quebec farmers the assur-
ance that all was well. Yesterday's statement is certainly not in
line with such assurances and has created a general uproar in
Quebec. I think I have every right to demand that the ten
Members who formed a committee to ensure the survival of
agriculture in Quebec, have the courage to speak out against
these proposals or at least relinquish their seat in the House, if
they really care about the rights of Quebec farmers. The
reaction in Quebec is very similar to the feelings aroused by
the F-18 issue. Once more, Quebec bas been betrayed by the
Liberal Members from Quebec, who had committed them-
selves to take action regarding these proposals. In the circum-
stances, Madam Speaker, I have no choice but to speak out on
behalf of millions of Quebecers, our Quebec farmers and ask
the Members from Quebec to stand up and censure these
proposals which are only going to jeopardize agricultural
growth in Quebec. That is my position.

Mr. Blais: Totally irresponsible! The Hon. Member is doing
a disservice to his province and his country.

* * *

[En glish]

GARRISON DIVERSION

PROPOSED INCREASE IN UNITED STATES FUNDING

Mr. Jack Murta (Lisgar): Madam Speaker, I rise under the
provisions of Standing Order 21 to bring to the attention of the
House the question of the proposed additional funding for the
Garrison diversion project which was indicated a few days ago
in the United States Congress. In the 1983-84 year, the
Garrison diversion will be receiving some $22 million, the
largest amount it has received in any one year since the
inception of the project. From a Manitoba point of view, and I
would suspect from a Canadian point of view, this kind of
funding is totally unacceptable.


