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the act. I do not suppose the Minister cf
Trade and Commerce knew there were any
such provisions in the live stock producta act,
and he certainly does not seem ta have passed
on this information ta the unfortunate
shippers. I think that either the Minister af
Agriculture should hand over ail the rest of
the Department of Agriculture which the
Minister of Trade and Commerce bas flot
swiped off or else the Minister of Trade and
Commerce shouid abake the dust of the De-
partment of Agriculture off his fret and let the
minister operate bis own department. That
is what caused this difficulty, and the anly
way I aee out of it is for tbe government ta
cover up tbat loas, because certainly by their
fooling around with tbis boat they left tbe im-
pression on the sbipper that ail was well. witb
regard to bath the boat and the owner thereof,
who was a cattie exporter as well. Tbat is
ail I want ta say in regard to tbat matter.
1 cannot understand any gavernment for three
years keeping these farmers aut of their money.
Dating back ta Doctor Robertson's time, many
years ago, every precaution has been taken
to secure the farmers from loss tbraugh
scalIywagging dealers ln cattie wba were nat
wortb the ioad of cattie and' must be banded
before anybody would be justified in en-
trusting bis property with them. But that
was flot done, and I would draw tbe matter
to tbe attention of the Prime Minister. Wbat is
the use of haggling aver tecbnicalities? The
Minister of Justice wiIl tell them there is no
obligation. He will be prepared possibiy ta
tell tbem anytbing tbey want ta be tobd. It
is easy far bim ta ask tbem: What do you
want? We think we are not respansible, the
government say, and it is very easy for the
minister ta say: Welb, yau are nat. That is
the way it goes. But there la a question of
equity in this at ail events.

There la one thing sure. While the f arm-
era have been almoat giving tbefr cattie away
in tbe last four years, and in twenty manths
they were giving away one out af four on
account of the adverse exchange, now these
felIows are giving them ail away, and I wonder
if they bad also ta pay freight and insurance
in advance? I do not suppose they did. Surely
the cattie would be good enough to caver
that.

It la just the same old story so fair au thia
government la concerned. This may be their
iast session and the langer it goes the more
it exposes their incompetency, hapelessness and
hebplessness. It shows at every turn of the,
tide as we find out mare about these things.
No wonder the government wanted ta pro-
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rogue st Saturday. I tblnk they should
have prorogued a month ago and saved us a
lot cf thia biaoming legialation which they
bave been trying ta strangle the opposition
with in the last tbirty days.

Mr. SPOTTON: Mr. Chairman, sameone
bas said "save us from aur friends". The hon.
member for West Middbesex (Mr. Elliott)
and myself were called in same four menthe
ago on thia matter. We worked upan it as a
business matter and I can say f or hlm a.nd
bis colleagues that they have kept anything
savouring cf palitica absabu-teIy out of the
matter. I arn very sarry that the iast speaker
(Mr,. Motherwell) has striven ta inject some
political prejudice into it.

The facts as I sce them are these. The
farmers in the ceimties cf Huron, Perth,
Lambton and Middlesex had a meeting at
Ailsa Craig or somewhere in the ccimty cf
Middlesex and passed a resolution asklng me
ta introduce a delegation ta the Minister of
Trade and Commerce (Mr. Stevens). Tbey
came ta Ottawa and the Minister cf Trade
and Commerce gave us a very kindly recep-
tien indeed. We presented thia matter te
hlm as beat we could, and those farmera that
night were abundantiy fair. They gave the
Department cf Trade and Commerce a great
deal cf credit for fitting up ships ta assizt in
the passage cf cattie ta Engband. I myseIf
with other members have waited on the Min-
ister cf Trade and Commerce and the Minister
cf Agriculture (Mr. Weir) asking that some
assiatance be given by way cf fitting up shipa.
The ex-Minister of Public Works and myself,
instead of acting like cbildren, stubbing cur
tees and running to a parent, decided that we
wouid go in and try ta clean up the matter
firat. This we did. We, had a meeting in
MontreaI and this firm was taken into bank-
ruptcy. Then we had the Clarkson firm, a
reputable firm cf auditors, ga inte their bocks.
A padlock wais put on the door and Ciarkson's
were put in charge.

We find that there are no asseta. There
neyer were any asseta, and we are not trying
te place blame upon the Department of Trade
and Commerce particularly, but we wouId asc
the Department of Trade and Commerce net
tc assume the attitude that they cannet make
mistakes. Whibe this government la as free
from making mistakes as any gcvernment I
have ever known, yet I have neyer known any
men who were perfect, and my plea to-night
with the administration la net te assume the
attitude that these farmers are the men who
made the whole mistake. I think that la
most unfair.

IiVBED EDMfON


