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we do not yet realize a fraction of Canada’s
wealth. We have our magnificent halibut
beds, deposits, or banks—which shall I call
them, I ask my friends from the sea—I sup-
pose banks, recently discovered on the
coast of British Columbia. We know that
railways projected to James Bay must soon
be built and that when they are built these
inland -seas will be opened up by the en-
terprising fishermen of Canada. We know
that James Bay and Hudson Bay have an
area three times as great as the North Sea
and from the North sea in Iurope every
year upwards of $150,000,000 is taken in
fish. We do not know these inland seas as
I hope some day we will know them, but
we are informed that cod and other fish of
value are found there and we hope very
shortly to take more advantage of these
great seas which we possess.
ment have not been idle, for they have
provided the fishermen with cold storage
for their bait so that they may take advan-
tage of the run of fish all through the year,
where before they were only able to work
a little more than half that time.

In matters of marine Canada is bound
to be a great country because she has
large inland and outland seas. Here again
prosperity on the lakes is very marked and
the Department of Marine and Fisheries
are doing everything they can to promote
it by improving the harbours and channels
and providing better lighthouses and buoys.
Coming to manufactures, while we must
congratulate ourselves that in the six
yvears from® 1891 to 189G inclusive, the ex-
ports of Canada increased in all about
$45,000,000, it is a matter for still greater
congratulation that in the last six years
they have increased by some $80,000,000.
We have confidence in the ability of our
captains of industry, in the intelligence and
strength of the armies of workingmen
whom they command, and so we say : On
with the good work; go forth and con-
quer the markets of the world as your Brit-
igsh forebears have done in days gone by.

As to farming, which I have left to the
last because it is the great basic industry
of Canada, in Ontario alone a billion dol-
lar trust, I may say in sincerity, being
the representative of an agricultural con-
stituency, that while my heart warms to all
the toilers of Canada, it grows warmer still
towards the farmers, the men who till the
soil. What a splendid prospect is theirs ?
1t does one good to think of it. While the
mortgages are going off the farms the bank
barns are going on the farms, the savings
bank deposits of the farmers are increas-
ing, their houses are comfortably furnished,
their children well educated, and we find
prosperity everywhere—prosperity every-
where. I am free to confess that the boun-
tiful crops of the past two years, added to
a Dbetter knowledge of agricultural pro-
cesses, have in a large measure been re-
sponsible for this improvement, but I assert
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also that the destruction of the cattle em-
bargo in connection with the trade of the
United States and the better system of cold
storage in connection with our trade with
the mother country, have to a large extent
supplemented nature in her bountiful
gifts and have brought .about this bet-
ter state of things for the toilers of
Canada. So, Sir, summarizing the whole
matter, we come to this, that our policy
after all may be summed up in a phrase
now tolerably well known—‘ Canada for the
Canadians,” not Canada for some Cana-
dians, but Canada for all Canadians—Can-
ada for the miner and the mariner, Canada
for the fishermen and the lumbermen, Can-
ada for the manufacturer and the farmer
with special privileges to none and equal
rights for all.

In conclusion, with no war clouds hang-
ing on our boundaries, with no serious
domestic questions of race and religion
such as we find in the Balkan provinces
threatening our domestic peace, with capi-
tal and colonists seeking us where before
we were the seekers, with waters, mines,
forests and farm producing abundantly, with
a government strong and united, adminis-
tering impartially the free institutions of a
liberty-loving people, with a king wise and
gracious, possessed of a prime minister
loved and revered by half the people of
Canada, and honoured by the whole, we
may well say it is good to be a Canadian,
for verily we have a land flowing with milk
and honey, and our lines are fallen unto
us in pleasant places.

Mr. L. P. DEMERS (St. John and Iber-
ville). (Translation.) Mr. Speaker, to quote
Monsabré, ¢ Harmony implies numbers ; by
itself a note may be sound, it does not give
harmony.” Hence that old-time usage which
enables me to repeat in my own tongue
what my friend, the hon. member for Haldi-
mand (Mr. Thompson) has so well expressed
in his. While I appreciate the honour thus
conferred on the constituency which I re-
present, I realize that the task entrusted to
me is rather a difficult one for me to ful-
fil. I have accepted it, however, counting
on the full measure of the indulgence which
the House will grant. This, Canada’s fore-
most assembly, should also be the one
nearest to perfection. Its members may and
should differ as regards points of manage-
ment, but they are all bound by the same
fruitful love for the institutions which
govern us.

A policy, to be considered good, nead not
be accepted by all—including the Opposition.
If it were so, no policy could be called good.
A good policy is one which ensures general
prosperity, and that we enjoy. It cannot
be gainsaid that since 1896 our economic
conditions have steadily improved. To cen-
vince ourselves of the truth of this state-
ment, we have only to consider for a wio-
ment the three phases of our industrial uc-



